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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

In today’s first reading, the Shunammite woman recognized that
Elisha was “a holy man of God.” She and her husband then went on
to provide Elisha with hospitality and lodging, and she was rewarded
with a son. But how did she recognize Elisha as the holy prophet that
he was? Recognition, or lack of it, is a recurrent theme in Scripture

- from Mary Magdalene not recognizing the risen Lord at the tomb
to the disciples not recognizing Jesus on the road to Emmaus. In the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus himself encouraged his listeners to learn
to recognize “false prophets” because they bear bad fruit. What do
we need to open our eyes to and recognize today? Perhaps the real-
ization that Jesus’ life and teachings always point us to life - life with
him and in him, on earth and for eternity. As members of the body of
Christ, let us ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with his love so that we may
bear good fruit and always choose the road that leads to that life.

July 2, 2023 | Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Kgs 4: 8-11,14-16a | Rom 6: 3-4, 8-11 | Mt 10:37-42

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DS @NEINE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.” Perhaps we should consider these words from Jesus
in today’s Gospel a challenge. Yes, we know that faithful disciple-
ship comes with demands. But “losing our life”? | like to think of it

as going “all in” in our response to Jesus. Investing the most we can
in our relationship with Jesus means recognizing that he is the way
and the truth and the life. And then we must act upon that. How? Put
God first in your life. Serve him before all else. Let our relationship
with Christ be like the frame that holds a building up - let it define
us, strengthen us, and shape us. And may it allow us to recognize his

loving presence in each moment of our lives.

ACTION The summer months are hot in the northern hemisphere, and traveling, running errands, and doing things for oneself can be

difficult for those who are adversely affected by the heat. Take a look around you - at your neighbors or even those who are part of your
daily circle of encounters - and be intentional at recognizing who they are (a child of God) and what their needs might be. Offer specific
assistance to them related to that need, as the Shunammite woman and her husband did for Elisha.
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

One Minute

Meditations

Room for Ged
“Make room therefore for Chnst,
and refuse entrance to all others,
When you have Christ, you are
rich and have need of (nothing)
else.” Thomas A Kempi

Give love

One way to give thanks o
God for all the gifts he has
beesstonwed on vou is to work for
the poor and vulnerable.
Sharing your gifts with those
less fortunate is how
Godd intends you
1o use what He
pives you. “Much
will he regpuired of
the person entrusted
with much, and seill
more will be demanded of
the person entrusted with move”
[Lutke 12:48).

Say, “Amen!”
The proper form when
receiving Communion is to
reply "Amen” when the
Euchanstic minister raises the
Host and Chalice and
| pronounces it, “The Body (or
Blood) of Christ.” By
responding this way, yo
| openly state your
belief in the alh
presence of
Christ in the
Euchanstic
bread and wine,
as well as in His
Body, the
Church.

Respond to the gift of the Holy Spirit

God loves us so much, He gives us
what He values most — His only
Son (John 3:16) and His
Holy Spirit in Baptism
(Romans 5:5) so we can
have access to God's
divine life and love. The
Huoly Spirit's presence
with the entire Church
throughout the
centuries is as a
comfon, consolation,
leader and puide. To
accept this gift, we
can ...

Listen for Him:
Spending time
with Scripture
can help tune our
hearts to hear the “sull small
voice” (1 Kings 19:12) of the Holy
Spirit. The better we are attuned o
God's voice, the more likely we'll hear
Him amidst the noise of the world.

Consult Him: Jesus promised to

July 2023

send the Holy Spirit, the
Counselor, to lead His disciples
to truth (John 14:6). He helps us
to see, evaluate, and choose like
Christ. Call on the Holy Spirit
when you're facing a difficult
situation or decision.
Take refupe in Him:
Every day, entrust yourself
to the Holy Spirit and
dedicate vour day to His
service. Let Him puide
vour actions.

Actualize Confirmation
graces: Lipon our
Conhrmation, the Holy
Spirit fontified and
empowered our souls
with His seven Gilis:

Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel,
Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of
the Lor (Isajah 11:2). When we rely on
the Holy Spirit, we can overcome
templations o fear, distrust, and
selfishness with His powerful gifis.

why Do
Ccatholics
Do Tha

The custom of folding our
hands comes from ninth
century Europe where folded
hands symbolized
obedience by those
subordinate to the lord or
king. This gesture was also
used by priests o show
respect to bishops, The

L Lapyrightt 2023 Sucress Publishing & Media, LLC

Why do Catholics fold their
tQ)| hands when they pray?

faithful adopted it wo signify
obedience o God's will.
In some cultures today, such
as India and other parns of
Asia, clasped hands are also a
sign of reverence. In fact,
Mother Teresa was often
photographed greeting people
with this gesture.
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Growing in Faith™

July 2023 Page 2

Use the Bible well

[t is said, “Bibles that are falling apart usually belong
to people who aren't.” The Church suggests we read
the Bible daily because it contains everything we
neted to knvow to live a full, Christian life. Try
these ideas to use your Bible well.

Choose the right version. ‘We hear the
Mew American Bible during Mass but there are
other approved Catholic ranslations. If you need
adwice, ask your pastor or priest.

Use the aids. The Bible contains customs and
terms that are foreign to us. Read the introductions

and footnotes for helpful explanations.

Mark it up. Underline passages and make notes in

the margins as you read so you can go back to your
favorite pars.

Read aloud. The Bible began as an oral
tradition. Hearing the passages may help them
become clearer.,

Read slowly. Let the words sink in.
Place yourselfl in the scene. What would you do?
Lise it. What you find in the Bible will help you meet
life's challenges. Don't just read it. Live it.

from :
cripture

Jesus used the parables in this
Cospel passage to emphasize the
life-changing value of the
Kingdom. In the first parable, a
man discovers - seemingly by
accident - a treasure buried in
a field. Recopnizing its value,
he sells everything he has o
buy the feld. In the second
story, a merchant finds a
valuable pearl after diligent
searching. He also sells
everything to possess the
precious pearl.

By these parables, Jesus taught
that being part of God's Kingdom -
accepting His love for us and loving
others as He loves - is the only the only

Matthew 13:44-52, The
only thing worth everything

way to live that will completely
fulfill our hearts. God's
unconditional love is worth of
everything we have. [f we accept
His invitation (He forces no
ome ), our lives may change as
our hearts chanpge.
Finally, lesus compared
the separation between
the evil and righteous to
the sifting that happens
when a large catch of
fish is brought ashore.
When we put our whole
life in service o God's love,
then the individual pieces fall into
place around that love, and anything
contrary to it falls away.

Feasts & #
Celebrations

July 16 — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
(1251). The Blessed Mother appeared to
St Simon Stock in England, carrving
the brown scapular, a sign of her favor
of the Carmelite Order, and promised
whoever wore the scapular until death
would avoid the hires of hell.

July 23 - 5t Bridget of Sweden
(1373). Born in Uppland, Sweden to
nobility, she was a wife, mother,
reformer, and mystic. She is known for
founding the Order of the Most Haoly
Savior, which was approved in 1370,

July 25 - 5t James the Apostle [ 15t

Century). When Jesus called St
James and his brother, 5t. John, o
become apostles, they promptly left
their father in a fishing boat. He was
one of the three apostles to witness
Jesus” Transfipuration.

July 29 - Saints Martha, Mary,
and Lazarus (15t Century). These
holy siblings often hosted Jesus at
their house in
Bethany. Although
Martha was corrected
for being anxious
about many things,
Jesus rewarded her
tremendous faith by
raising Lazarus
from the dead.

Q Is there a special prayer
& | can pray for healing
A of a serious illness?

Jesus knew that sickness can bring
misery and isolation, and He dedicated
much of His ministry to healing every
kind of illness — physical or spiritual.
He wanted us to see in his healing
ministry God's saving power and
concern for His children.

The Church
CONLNUes [esus’

concern for the
sick in the

Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick. It
is administered by a priest to
a baptized person who may be in
danger of death because of illness or old
age, through prayer and the anointing
of the body with special oil. The effects
of the Sacrament include a special grace
of healing and comfort, and the
forgiving of the person's sins.

Anyone baptized Catholic, regardless
of age, can receive the Sacrament if his
orf her health is seriously impaired. It
can also be administered before surgery
and can be received more than once if
the original illness gets worse or if
another serious sickness is diagnosed.
Mease see yvour pastor or parish priest to
receive this important Sacrament.

Our Mission
T'o prowide practical ideas thar promoie
faithful Catholirc living,

Suoress Publishing & Media, LLC
Mublishers of Growing in Faith™ and Parners in Faith™
[540)662-7844 (540)662-THAT fax
btz pe) fwrwrwegrowinginfaich.com
[Linley mee] Bl cparies anal nefenmais are Bam
the Revined] Stamdan] Virsion and e Sos Amarican Bihle)

) Copyvight 2023 Success Publishing & Madia LLC

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. 7



Thirteenth Sunday 1 n Ordinary Ti me
Bi ble Reading Bloame fparaylkuls
DAY New | PoetH Ol d Test1ment/t h e MmO nt h Of
Test a Epistl es ; :

D traditionallly
1(Sat First SatIur_I_dFly. P ) Bl
2( Sun First Su day.e recil ous
3(Monn John| Ps. 1 Phil emon
4 (TudgJohn | Ps. 1 Hebr ews Lok
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7(FrifJohn | Ps. 3 First Fri -~
8(Sat James 1 IN UNION WITH YOUR

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD
9(Sur Jude 1 POURED OUT ON THE
10(M¢John | Ps. 1 1 Peter CROSS AND OFFERED IN

EVERY MASS, | OFFER YOU
11(T¢John | Ps. 12 Peter TYODAY MY PRAYERS,
12(WgJohn | Ps. L Judges 1] WORKS, JOYS, SORROWS
13(ThHJohn|Ps.1Judges 6 AND SUFFERINGS FOR THE Y N

PRAISE OF YOUR HOLY NAMEA ALL
t4(FypJohn Judges 13 ¢y DESIRES OF YOUR SACRED HEART;
15( S Judges 1 IN REPARATION FOR SIN, FOR THE
16 ( St CONVERSION OF SINNERS, THE UNION

OF ALL CHRISTIANS AND OUR FINAL
17(McJohn | Ps. 1 Judges 1 UNION WITH YOU IN HEAVEN.
18(TUyJohn | Ps. 1 Ruth 1 t 4
19(WgJohn | Ps. 11 Samuel |A b wer f ul Prayer t o be
20(THJohn|Ps. 1 1 Samuel |[fBAItrei gbty Father, I pl ac
21(FrrJohn 1 Samuel Jlelstu(% 1gn m.y .I ' ps befbpre

may e purified beforie t
22(Se al piast.. Mary Magdal en de
23 ( Sy 3

TheConsoRmayer of St. Cat
24(MgJohn | Ps. 1 1 Samuel FﬂDEI’etcPiBQJS Bl ood, ocean (
25(TUJohn|Ps. 11 Samuel |[potho B5 ! Precious Blioooc

|

26 (Wg John | Ps. 1 1 Samuel PZrGOtCour3el us eyery grace:

refuge of sinner s: At o
28(FrrJohn|Ps. 1 2 Samuel 6 to 10 .
29 (sS4 > cave1 B tSoholrSt |l nvocation fa@gr |
30( St Jesus, cover me with Your
31(MdJohn 2 Samuel 16
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Apostle & Martyr
He travelled outside the Roman Empire

to preach the Gospel, and ultimately
reached India, where he was martyred,

Feast Day: July 3 §

SAINT

ELIZABETH

ray for us.

Pl ease note tha
St. &nReayer gi 3 =
Rosary maki n§ a gm&Martyg,
wi | | res ume i n Patmnofyouth young women,
after t he Sumn purity, and victims of rape.

:
] 4 Feast Day: July 6

o
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St Ignatius oyola 5= Happenings
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HUMAN SERVI CES
On behalf of all the families that han
our food pantry every week. Hu ma n| pen
Thursday to help families from all i F &1 &S &d Y[
Food Pantry neddsddtoed:t ( '
Cereal, peanuth bahadeaese, jpddtya snawce ik b
peas, kernel corn, carrots, mixed V ned
paper, paper towels. Wwehdwvenptent ns
momeknfortunasel iyl wet aaaetc etphiisngt !
May God bl ess
The office of Huma®8&e@r 9

' PROCLAIM THE RIGHT
_ TO LIFE FOR
~ A I\ PREBORN INFANTS
: , FACE THE TRUTH
Thirteenth Sunday i n Or PRO - LIFE EVENT

Bull etin RAedg I krtii othi ans SUNDAY, 2.J U223 ; 2:02 M t

LAKE GRROOIETL e( n&AT Smith| Hav
Uup our crosses

Prloi fers are invilted

tewardship _ this peaceful pubjic
you are Signs avaStlaplles (/e@)r] Re
deal with Sponsored by Long I s/l ani

6 3248435
info@proldifelLl.florg
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