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WE BELIEVE

April 21 2024, Fourth Sunday of Easter
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Several years ago | went to a shopping mall with my six-year-old son, and | could
tell he was overwhelmed by the fast-moving crowds; he stuck close to my side.
Not long into our trip, he turned a corner and, suddenly, his face lit up. He pointed
at a young boy ahead. “That’s James! | know him! He’s in my class!” he exclaimed,
and ran up to talk to him. Out of the sea of strangers was someone he knew, and
who knew him. That changed the whole experience for him. Today’s readings

are all about that kind of knowing. In the Gospel Jesus tells us that, like a good
shepherd, he knows his flock and they know him. How comforting it is to know
that Jesus not only knows each one of us, but he willingly chose to lay down his
life for each one of us as the ultimate sacrifice of love. But how do we get to know
our Good Shepherd better? By immersing ourselves in Scripture and prayer and
seeking a personal relationship with him. If we stay close to the Lord, we’ll know
his voice when we hear it - in the quiet of our prayer, in the everyday promptings
of the Spirit in our decision-making, and even, in the midst of all the noise, as the
calming and guiding voice leading us along the right path.

PRAY Spending time in prayer and reading the Scriptures are essential in ordel

April 21,2024 | Fourth Sunday of Easter

Written by
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EATTHEUL
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GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Being known is one of the most fundamental human
and spiritual needs. When my son recognized his friend,
he also instinctively recognized - without being able to
articulate it - this need, in the midst of the anonymity of
the mall. And his reaction was so pure: “| know him, and
he knows me!” But he didn’t leave it at that; he went to
engade with his friend. He encountered his friend. This
is what Christ desires for, and with us - not just to know
us, to simply recognize us from afar, but for us to want to
encounter him! We are meant to be in community; Jesus
is always here for us: in the Church, in the sacraments, in
Scriptures and in our hearts.

r to get to know the voice of Jesus. Read the Gospels this week,

even a chapter a day, and contemplate what passages stand out for you. Pray about it at Mass. The Scriptures and the sacraments are how Jesus

speaks to us, like a good shepherd speaks to his flock so the sheep will know his voice and follow it.
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k. This Sunday is called
- :_4; Good Shepherd Sunday

e ']

‘} because in the Gospel

&)’ reading Jesus tells His

- friends that He is the Good
Shepherd who loves His sheep.

When sheep are out grazing in open fields, the
shepherd watches them and protects them from
hurting themselves, getting lost, or being killed by
wild animals. Jesus looks afier us like a shepherd
looks after his sheep. He gave us the Church so
we could know what is good for us, and He
protects us from being ruined by the devil by
giving us grace in the sacraments.

Now, Jesus did something that
an ordinary shepherd would not do.
Besides guiding and protecting us, He dlecl to
save us! Because He died for our sins, all of His
sheep can now go to Heaven where they will be
happy forever! How blessed
we are to have such a loving

Shepherd!
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wwwi.thekidsbulletin.com

The Kids' Bulletin

4th Sunday of Easter
Good Shepherd Sunday
April 21st, 2024
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Help the sheep
find the Good Shepherd
and stay away from the hungry wolf!

Samt F ldelzs of Sigmaringen
April 24

THEN HE BECAME A LAWYER.
HE WAS ALWAYS VERY JUST,
EVEN TO HIS OPPONENTS.

MARK REY Today we will sFidy the )
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GERMANY IN
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EUROPE.
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HE WAS GENEROUS TO
THE POOR AND OFTEN
FOUGHT FOR THEM.

HE WAS ORDAINED
AND TOOK THE NAME
FIDELIS, WHICH MEANS

Tl e yow 4o iF e uk%
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FAITHFUL.

he b
BUT HE BECAME DIS-
GUSTED WITH THE
CORRUPTION AND
BECAME A MONK.

you ACRJ 5l|.:1
| and a coat!

NOW HE PREACHED, ESPECIAL-
LY AGAINST HERESY. HE WAS

HE PREACHED
AND WROTE
% TO DEFEND

. THE FAITH.
§ FINALLY ONCE
™ WHILE HE WAS
B/ PREACHING

&\ THE HERETICS

) A 100K HIM OUT
Peavunce ur bglmfs |
and we will spare youl!, |

OF THE
CHURCH AND
KILLED HIM.
SAINT FIDELIS IS AN EXAMPLE TO US OF WHAT JESUS TAUGHT IN
THE BEATITUDES. HE WAS JUST, HONEST AND GENEROUS. HE
WOULD GIVE THE POOR HIS OWN CLOTHES, AND DEFEND THEM
AT HIS OWN EXPENSE. FINALLY HE GAVE HIS LIFE FOR GOD AND
THE TRUTH. PRAY THAT GOD WILL MAKE YOU VIRTUOUS TOO!

thekidsbullerin@gmail.com

SENT INTO SWITZERLAND. &
God did not | \
make ws bad!
he have rade
Surselves bad
-ffrvm sial

Good Shepherd Word-IFind
FOCONCERNLM

SKNOWDUSESS

Try to find the words in CAPITALS. The left-over
letters will tell you what Jesus wants you to do.

JESUS said: "I am the GOOD Shepherd. A good
shepherd LAYS down his life for the sheep. A
HIRED MAN, who is not a shepherd, and whose
sheep are NOT his own, SEES a WOLF coming and
LEAVES the sheep and RUNS away, and the wolf
CATCHES them and SCATTERS them. This is
because he WORKS for PAY and has no CONCERN
for the SHEEP. I am the Good SHEPHERD, and 1
know mine and MINE know me, just as the FATHER
knows me and [ KNOW the Father; and 1 will lay
down my LIFE for the sheep.

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.
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Send 0 Lord, Holy Aposties into your Church
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