{0 LAYl oadza [2&2f w/

Wish you all a Happy Feast of Divine Mercy Sunday
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 For the sae of His sorrowful L
Passion, have mercy on us and on the

whole world
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola
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April 7, 2024, Sunday of Divine Mercy

WE BELIEVE
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Second Sunday of Easter(Sunday of Divine Mercy)

April 7, 2024

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

April 2024

One Minute
Meditations

The Resurrection, more than Jesus”
other miracles or teachings, shows
His divinity and His Lordship owver
creation, and His victory over death.
Every Easter Sunday, we're called to
encounter the Risen Christ at the

5t. Gemma Galgani

Born in Tuscany to a devout

family, 5t. Gemma was
attracted o prayer

early on, empty tomb before going out to
} mystically bring the Good

conversing with News of the

Jesus, Mary, and Resurrection to

her Guardian Angel. Although
she was hard working, kind,

those who haven't

yet heard. This

and a good student, her Easter
ecstasies earned her nidicule. Visit the
She recetved the stigmata empty tomb.
(wounds of Christ) in her Scripiure
body. She lost half her family is “living

to tuberculosis and struggled and dctive”
with poor health herself. [Hebrews

Although this prevented her
from entering the Passionist
Order, she was posthumously

accepted by them. .

We are one Body

On the road w Damasous,
lesus told Saul that when he
attacked Christians, he attacked
Jesus. “1 am Jesus whomn you are

4:12), so the events of Jesus’

life can still impact us today when
we pray with them. During the Easter
season, read through John 20:1-18,
and picture yourself there. Read with
an open heart. Mo one who meets the
Risen Christ remains unchanged.

St. Ignatius Loyola Parish

This Easter, meet Christ at the empty tomb

Renew your commitment to Him.
Can you remember a moment when
Christ called your name and invited
vou to follow Him? Renew your

commitment to follow Christ
more faithfully this Easter.
Commit to daily
prayer. Offer your
errands for the souls

in Purgatory. Resolve
to go to Confession
more often. Don't
let anything get in
the way of weekly
hass.

“Giov to my brothers
and tell them™
(lohn 20:17). Qur

job 15 to make more
disciples for Jesus
(Matthew 28:19). [nvite someone to
Mass, pass on inspiring spiritual
reading. answer gquestions about our
Faith, be ready to talk about your love

for God and your hope for eternity
(1 Peter 3:15).

persecuting” (Acts 26:15). Cur
Lord cannot be separated from

the members of his Body. We
| stand united with all who suffer
for Chinst.

Why Do
Catholics

“He who eats my
fesh and drinks my
blood has etermal '?ﬁ] f
life, and I wnll @ Py ‘T' Christians know that
raise him up at - Jesus 15 our Savior and
the last day.” ‘b}h\‘l g our lives are in his
lohin 6:84). . hands. We also
know that by

virtue of his

“Faith is the realization of what is
hoped for and ewdence of things not
seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

) Capyright 2024 Suscres: Publizhing & Medis, LLE

Why do Catholics
Do That( need faith?

suffering, death, and
——.  Resurrection, we hawve
hope of sharing in his
glory in Heaven. He said
50,
It is through faith that all the
other virtues flow. Through faith
we believe, “For with God, nothing
will be impossible” (Luke 1:37).

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.




ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola

Growing in Faith™ April 2024 Page 2

3 Ways to be a better communicator

When people encountered Jesus, they knew they were heard,
seen, known, and loved by the Father. A large part of this was
how He comersed with them. As Christ’s disciples .

Ask good guestions. Jesus asked questions about
people’s values, past experiences, and perceptions.

-y Ask open-ended questions, find out what
2.
5

aiming to convey the same message, we can

herome better commumicators with these three skalls: |
Know which conversation you're having. AN :-

There are three types of conversations: sodal, wJl.

interests them, ask their opinion on a given
topic. Seek to understand them. You don't
have to agree.

emotional, and practical. Maybe someone
offered a solution in which a listening ear
wis needed or made a cormy joke at the wrong

time. When in doubt, say something like: *Do you

want me to fix this or just histen?”

I|| I'| 'II ﬂ‘w

=

Really listen. Recall the rich young man
whom |Jesus looked at with love before
challenging him to follow Him (Mark
10:21). Avoid checking your phone or
thinking about your next response. Give the

gift of vour full attention.

fmmS .
cripture

This Gospel passage takes us back
to the Last Supper, when Jesus told
His disciples that He is the vine,
and they are the branches. “As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
urtless ot abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless pou abide in me”
(lohn 15:4). This shows
the closeness of the
friendship and imtimacy
Christ wants to draw us
into.

Yet, this isn't just a
husaury for the few, but
a vital necessity for all.
“For apart from me you
can do nothing” (15:5). As Jesus is
who He says He is (God), then we
can only have a truly fulfilling,

Jd‘ln 1 5‘: I -'B‘;
Bearing fruit that will last

meaningful, froitful life to the
degree we live in Christ and
Christ lives in us. It really is as
simple as that.
Our connection with
Christ 15 nournshed
through daily prayer
and the Eucharnst, and
is healed 1in
Confession. We are
part of the Vine
when we humbly
obey Christ's
commands, carry
out our duties
. and acts of
kimndness with love,
and offer our sufferings to God. Only
then will our lives bear lasting fruit.

April 2 — 5t. Francis of Paola
(1507). 5t. Francis founded the Minim
Friars who lived an ascetic hife. Known
as a miracle-worker, he also had the
gift of prophecy. He died in Plessis, in
a monastery built for him by the king.

April 8 - The Annunciation of the
Lord (1st century). The angel Gabriel
visited the Blessed Virgin Mary with
the extraordinary news of her role as
the mother of God. She had
confidence in God's grace and trusted
His wisdom.

April 24 - 5t Fidelis of
Sigmaringen (1622). In his native
Prussia, 5t. Fidelis became a lawyer and
championed the poor and oppressed.
He joined the Franciscans. During the
Protestant Beformaton, St Fidelis
worked hard to bring people back to
the Catholic faith, until his martyrdom.

April 27 - 5t Zita (1271). Bom in
Monsagrati, ltaly, 5t. Zita became the
servant of the wealthy Fatinelli
family. Famous for her miracles in
helping the sick, the
poor, and the
imprisoned, she is the
patroness of domestic
workers.

Q Whatis a
& Spiritual
Communion?

Pandemic lockdowns that prevented us
from attending Mass in person promjped
the rediscovery of Spirtual Communion,
the “ardent desire o receive Jesus in the
Holy Sacament and a loving embrace as
though we had already received Him”
[5t. Thomas Aguinas). Thankfully, we
have retumied to in-person Mass
_~ attendance, but we can stll

benefit from this devotion.

! Spiritual Communion keeps
us connected to Christ and
deepens our awareness of His

lewve throughout the day. Best friends

don't only see or speak to each other once

a week or when they need something,

They stay in contact daily. Certainly, we

have no doser frend than God.

The saints encouraged frequent Spiritual
Communion because the practice opens
us to much-needed graces. St Alphonsus
Ligunon encouraged making three
Spiritual Communions during Mass — at
the beginning, during the consecration,
and at the end - even when we recetve
the Body and Blood.

Spiritual Communion isn't a substitute
for Sacramental Communion. Instead,
making frequent Spintual Commumnion
can enrich our experience when we do
receive Communion in person.

Our Mission
To [!l:ml.dli"l.{:r.l.'.'ll.'.'i] Ideas that promote
faithiful Catholic living
Sucoess Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Groseing in Falth™ and Parners in Faich™

[ 540)E62-7844 [S40])662-TE4T fax

hiorpe ) wenw growingimith com
[ L b mvevies] Bl spuoes and nefimenoss ane froms
thee Beviserd] Stemedipsd] Version and e Marw Amarrican Eablr]

@ Cogyright 2024 Suepses Publishisg & Media, LLT
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GROW ' AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

We tend to beat up St. Thomas for his doubt, when what is really
most amazing in the scene from today’s Gospel is his understanding,
and the first public pronouncement of, Jesus Christ’s divinity. He gets
it. And he proclaims it without hesitation: “My Lord and my God.” |
think about what Thomas’ face might have looked like at that mo-
ment, and | imagine a countenance of conviction alongside humility -
joyful tears in the eyes that reflect awe and wonder. The truth behind
his realization and understanding is that God is faithful, God is loving,
God is merciful. Of course, knowing that with our heart and mind
needs to be translated into doing with our every action. The early
Christian communities seemed to have lived this well, happily sharing
their possessions and selling what they didn’t need. Not because they
had been forced to, but because the “commandments [were] not
burdensome” for those who loved God. God loved us first, and by his
grace, and his mercy, we are commanded and empowered to love
one another.

April 7, 2024 | Second Sunday of Easter | Sunday of Divine Mercy

Acts 4:32-35 | 1Jn 5:1-6 | Jn 20:19-31

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DS PISE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

God is merciful - Divine Mercy. And that is what we celebrate today, in
addition to the second Sunday of Easter. The first Divine Mercy Sunday ob-
servance occurred in the year 2000, when St. John Paul Il canonized Sister
Maria Faustina Kowalska. The Polish sister received private revelations
from the Lord about his great mercy in the 1930s, and she outlined these
in a diary she kept at the instruction of her confessors. A passage from

her diary says: “The graces of my mercy are drawn by means of one vessel
only, and that is — trust. The more a soul trusts, the more it will receive.”
(1578) The apostles in today’s passage told Thomas that they had seen the
Lord - the resurrected Lord. They trusted that Jesus’ messages to them
were true and that they indeed need not fear. The message of Divine Mercy
should likewise comfort us and also provide a model for our actions. In the
same way the apostles helped Thomas to trust and come to deep knowl-
edge and understanding, let us strive to be “of one heart and mind” with
our fellow disciples and love them as we have been loved by God.

PRAY The words of St. Faustina’s diary have been used to create the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. This prayer is said using a rosary, but with

some differences in the prayers. Once you know the words, the chaplet is a simple prayer to recite, and it is traditionally said at 3 p.m. in

remembrance of Jesus’ merciful act of dying on the cross for us. If you have never recited the chaplet, try praying it this week.
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola
Divine Mercy Sunday The Kids' Bulletin

Today the Church celebrates the feast of Divine Mercy.
On this day we thank God for His forgiveness and love. Second Sunday of Easter
It is the mercy of God that lets all of us come back to Him Divine Mercy Sunday

after we have sinned. April 7th, 2024

We know how much Jesus loves us because He suffered

and died for us. When we have sinned, He wants us to be "Put your finger here,
sorry and come back to Him. No matter how big of a sin and see my hands;
you do, if you are sorry for it then God will forgive you. and put out your hand,

He wants to forgive vou because He loves you! and place it in my side;
— — do not be faithless,
Today we should thank God for His mercy and forgive- A "
ness and ask Him to look on us and our friends and the but believing.
whole world with love and forgiveness! Here is a prayer L
we can say: iy ¢

Eternal Father;
I offer You
the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity
of Your

dearly beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
‘n atonement for our sins
and those of the

whaole world.

NID]
pon Jo uog  pon “jou

MKYLG What did St. Thomas
‘aSue ‘pasnyuod ‘pro] tasureu fydasop s

ol ' " reply to Jesus? Use every second
“AJZEN UOIIIDUNLITY 0} SIS M O N D O pli:tter to fill in the b]rgnks!
wwthekidsbulletin.com

Saint Gemma Galgani The Annunciation

Ap I’ll 1 1 This year we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation
on Monday April 8th. The Annunciation is the day that

GEMMA WAS i H WHEN SHE WAS 8 HER Jesus became a tiny baby inside Mary.

THE FOURTH { @13 SR MOTHER DIED AND WHEN SHE Finish this story by filling in the blanks with words from the lists
g;f é:‘:';'rla';\?"_o- . [\ON jesu.s'. WAS 19 R FATHER DIED. and using the letters in boxes to fill in the blanks at the end.

A CATHOLIC =_ v 13 here L

FAMILY IN ¢ Eaii 1 D virgi

AL, HER @ © \\ God ____ __ an angel to a virgin who
MOTHER ;

TAUGHT HER was engaged to ___ o

TO LOVE GOD = =i

AND LOVE = _ i Her D —_ ___ __ was Mary.

THE MASS. g

GEMMA HAD A GREAT 3 AFTER A YEAR OF D .
DEVOTION TO JESUS A{Llf’ptt}i:} SUFFERING A DEADLY He told her that the __ | |__ __ was with her.
ON THE CROSS. o okl o E D

S G ButMarywas __ | | about

what the angel said.

SHE ALWAYS DID HER

o S sothe [ __ said to her
THRio TO Jecys. "Do __[_]__ be afraid, Mary, for you
MARY AND JESUS AND HER WANTED TO have found favor with ____ [ ]
AMGEL. SHE ALSO RECEIVED BECOME A
5?%%2?32?}”“ bty vl Then the angel told her that she would have a
o 1) 4 R <HE OFFERED | Baby and that He would be the

' HER LIFE TO
4 jﬂ‘«‘,I JESUS FOR I o R
oFfer this {SINNERS. SHE

isappeink- | DIED WHEN
“LISHE WAS 25.

JOSEPH
WE CAN LEARN FROM SAINT GEMMA TO HAVE A GREAT LORD
DEVOTION TO OUR LORD'S SUFFERINGS FOR US SINNERS. SHE
OFFERED EVERY PAIN AND EVERYTHING THAT BOTHERED HER SENT
TO JESUS SO THAT SINNERS WOULD TURN BACK TO GOD. WE
CAN ALSO OFFER ALL OUR TROUBLES TO JESUS TO SAVE SOULS, NOT

thekidsbulletin(@lgmail.com

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. 9
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Hosted by Catholic Daughters of Americas,
Court Queen of Angels #869

2 pm Confessions
2:15 pm Holy Mass
3 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
& talke by Rev. Fr. David Regan,
(Pastor, Holy Name of Mary, Valley Stream)
4 pm Veneration of the image
Prayer guides will be provided.
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Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. 11






