St. Ignatius Loyola RC Church, Hicksville, NY
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First Sunday of Lent February 18, 2024
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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First Sunday of Lent February 18, 2024

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
WESTERN VICARIATE
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is to pray with sincerity of heart, humadpecyi,alhlo
the grace of conversion, so we can be inspirec
l ed to encounter Jesus in the Sacramentknofw Pémnr
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First Sunday of Lent

Py Chales L

Gn 9:8-15 | 1Pt 3:18-22 | Mk 1:12-15

GROW ' AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Today is the first day of Lent! It is the beginning of a new liturgical season in
the Church, a season of prayer, service and self-sacrifice. It is a time of prepa-
ration, culminating in the holiest day of the year: Easter. As we embark on

our Lenten journey, we hear a reading from Genesis in which God makes a
covenant with Noah where he promises, “the waters shall never again become
a flood to destroy all mortal beings.” The Lord has said that no matter our
disobedience, sin and rebellion, he will never destroy us! Saint Peter explains
how the story of Noah, “in which a few persons ... were saved through water,”
prefigures baptism, and baptism, as we know, marks us as the Lord’s own
forever. We are sealed with a sign that can never be relinquished. So, just as the
great flood sighaled a rebirth for the world, our baptism is a rebirth of our soul
in Christ. We are washed clean of our original sin, and the door to salvation is
opened for us. It is fitting that at the beginning of our Lenten journey we hear
the story of the beginning of our eternal covenant with the Lord. Both the cov-
enant, and Lent, will be fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

February 18, 2024 | First Sunday of Lent

February 18, 2024

Weritten by
THE
FAITHFUL
DS ETREE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

As a child, Lent meant lentils for dinner, Stations of the Cross
on Fridays, and no TV ever. For a 10-year-old, it was a time
to be endured. Now, as an adult, Lent can still be hard, but |
recognize it as a time of opportunity as well. It is a chance to
strip away all the excess in my life and focus on what matters
most. While | am not exactly jumping for joy at the thought
of fasting, | can’t deny that it is easier for me to spend time in
prayer when I’'m not mindlessly grazing on chips and choc-
olate all day long. | may grumble at times, but with God’s
grace | have grown in understanding of the Church’s wisdom
in encouraging us to fast, pray and give alms during Lent. All
three practices invite us to reflect on the great sacrifice of the
Lord and prepare our hearts to receive him each Sunday in
the Eucharist, as well as on our final judgment day.

PRAY Lent is the perfect time to take stock of your current spiritual practices and add new ones to your daily routine. Remember the words

we heard from Jesus today: “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Start off your Lenten season right by taking time

to receive the sacrament of reconciliation and designating a time each day to pray. If you aren’t sure what to say to God during this time, choose a

verse or two of Psalm 6 and let your heart take it from there.

Will you not stay with me one hour?

BE ONE WITH JESUS IN
E(w/f LL/? it

s

whenever possible.

Pari sh

— E=» _—

Prayer

—— & Py, —

Book and Weekend

Re a

Saint équot e

Anger begins wi iYears are not needled
ends with repelf and not days
but onlyodan i njst a

St Ambr ose Jof
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God Washes Away + The Kids' Bulletin
our Sins First Sunday of Lent

February 18th, 2024
In the time of Noah, the people had

forgotten about God. They only cared 37w, Suo
about themselves. They didn't care if T T 3 P Py
they sinned against God or against R * . % 'ﬁ_ o
each other. Only Noah and his family still remembered . @ %:g e
God and tried to do what was right. . W e
35, o : Yoo
God let a flood destroy all the people other 33 R
than Noah's family. He wanted to wipe out . P e
the sins of the world and give people a f_:s e
fresh start at living in peace with Him. He E
washed the sins away with the great flood. 3 M
Fe "
: But the people still sinned, just like we oy . . £ LS -
¥ do even after we have been baptized. 250 ® T
! So Jesus did something that would have
7423 the power to take away all the sins that .24 - e .
are ever committed. He died on the . s .. '3
EL IS & I T 'y

cross, letting His blood wash away our FLESS ME,
sins. Now all we have to do is be sorry FATHER...
and turn to God and accept the -
forgiveness that He is waiting to give !
us in Confession.

What was the story mentioned in today's first reading
that talks about God washing away the sins of the
world and making a covenant with His people?

[1aap a1 Aq paidiu) sesm 2 tapisu]
e syeop (a8ed Juosg sspasuy

Connect the dots to find out what the story was about!

www.thekidsbulletin.com

Saints Francisco and Jacinta JESUS IN THE DESERT

February 20
FRANCISCO WHILE WATCHING THE SHEEP Today's Gospel reading tells us that Jesus was fasting
AND JACINTA WITH THEIR COUSIN LUCIA, : s Assaetf i e e imself
MANIO THET WOLILD PLAY GAMES in lhu‘ dc.,sc.,rl‘ for forty days. He was preparing Himself
WERE THE AND SAY THEIR PRAYERS. for His special work.
YOUNGEST ” " asns
OF SEVEN .
CHILDREN OF We know that Jesus was a real person. He was like us
A CATHOLIC - ,
FAMILY IN A except that He never sinned. There was something that
3?&*5.5;5 ai happened when He was in the desert that shows us that
PORTUGAL. He had to decide between right and wrong just like we

do. What was it?

SHE SHOWED THEM
HOW MANY PEOPLE
DID NOT REPENT OF
THEIR SINS AND WENT

BUT ONE DAY AN

AMNGEL APPEARED AND

TAUGHT THEM A

SPECIAL PRAYER.
. -

o

2 bz‘pi!vﬂl T adare,

Unscramble the letters
in these words to find out!

SOON OUR LADY
APPEARED TO THEM

AND ASKED THEM TO
PRAY AND SACRIFICE.

AT AGE 10,
FRANCISCO -
FELL ILL. HE 4 \ S s
OFFERED HIS AL

SICKNESS AND
HIS LIFE FOR
SINNERS. IN \
TWO YEARS . e g e s e v e
FELL SICK AND EH SWA DPTETME
GAVE HER LIFE
FOR SINNERS.

LUCIA, FRANCISCO AND

JACINTA BEGAN TO PRAY AND
OFFER MANY SACRIFICES FOR
THE POOR SINNERS.

— —

SAINT FRANCISCO AND SAINT JACINTA KNEW HOW IMPORTANT
YB HET VELID

IT 1S TO PRAY AND DO SACRIFICES TO SAVE PEOPLE FROM HELL.
THEY WOULD GIVE UP THEIR LUNCHES AND WEAR KNOTTED
ROPE AROUND THEIR WAISTS TO SUFFER FOR SINNERS. WHAT
IS A LITTLE SACRIFICE THAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP SINMERS?

thekidsbulletin@gmail.com
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We invite.. =
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Please do noi bring any flowers fo the
church or Adoration chapel
during the season of Lent, from Ash
Wednesday through Easter.

Thank you for your undersianding.
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during lent

Please...

W e Celebrate Our Sacraments

Wedding Banns
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Feast Day February 22
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