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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

The leper in today’s Gospel was not only severely ill, but he was also
barred from practicing his faith. Because he was considered unclean,
he could not enter the temple to worship. It is no wonder he did ev-
erything in his power to find Jesus and beg him for healing. And heal
him Jesus did, both body and soul. According to commentary on this
passage from the USCCB, “In curing the leper, Jesus assumes that the
priests will reinstate the cured man into the religious community.” It
seems to me that this Gospel is about faith, and about love. The leper
had great faith that Jesus could heal him, and the great love of Jesus
for this man moved Jesus to go against mosaic law by touching and
healing him. When we read the Scriptures we are reminded over and

over again how much God loves us. Let us allow this knowledge to sink

into our hearts and change us. When we begin to reflect God’s love
to those around us, we will find that our lives are filled with his peace.
Give it a try: Love as Jesus loves.

February 11, 2024 | Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lv13:1-2, 44-46 | 1 Cor10:31—11:1 | Mk 1:40-45
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GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

The Gospel is about Jesus’ love, and it’s also about great faith. Faith
is a theological virtue that involves believing in God and everything
he has said and revealed. It is a free gift from God, and with the help
of his grace, faith is the foundation of our personal and communal
relationship with our Triune God. As God’s children baptized into the
Body of Christ, we can root everything we do in faith so that all of
our actions point to God and to building his kingdom. How do we do
this? It’s hard to say it much better than Paul does in his letter to the
Corinthians today: “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,

do everything for the glory of God.”

ACCOMPANY How do we love as Jesus loves? Accompany another. Perhaps there is someone in our lives with whom we can walk alongside

on their journey of faith. It need not be intimidating; as Christian disciples we already possess the tools we need to accompany: listen, love, share

and pray.
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 11, 2024

Keeps »g a Secrez‘

In today's Gospel reading, a
poor man with leprosy asked
Jesus to heal him. Our Lord was
sorry for the leper and healed
him. But then He told him not
to tell anyone. Do you know E
what the man did?

AESULS
Just bt

Well, he didn't keep the secret.
He started to tell everyone what had happened. Soon
Jesus couldn't walk into towns because there were such
big crowds. He had to stay out in the deserted places so
that there wouldn't be mobs in the towns.

Has anyone ever told you a secret? Do you find it
hard to keep secrets? Once in a while somebody might
tell you something that you will need to tell your parents,
but usually you shouldn't tell anyone somebody else's
secret. Before you tell something to your friends, always
Do you WANT To  ask yourself if it's okay to share it
K{\‘,ow A SECRET.-- with them. Will it make things

S hard for somebody else? Might
you hurt someone's feelings?
Think about how you would feel
if someone told one of your

secrets to their friends. And
- finally, always remember that the
way you treat others is how you treat Jesus.
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What did the

leper in today's

Gospel reading
say to Jesus?

What did Jesus reply to him?
Look at this page in the mirror to find out!

Don't forget this Wednesday is Ash Wednesday!

Saint Claude de la Colombieere

February 15

CLAUDE LA
COLOMBIERE
WAS BORN IN
FRANCE IN
1641. HE
RECEIVED A
GOOD
EDUCATION
AND BECAME
A JESUIT
NOVICE AT
AGE 17.

S00N HE WAS MADE THE
TUTOR OF THE SONS OF THE
KING'S MINISTER OF FINANCE.

CLAUDE WAS
ORDAINED A PRIEST
AND BECAME KNOWN
FOR HIS PREACHING.

HERE HE BECAME THE
DIRECTOR OF SAINT
MARGARET MARY.

T saw Jesus)
fwith His
heart on Fire

Father, we are Ss-u‘['.nﬁ

you to Paray-|

THEMN HE WAS PUT IN
CHARGE OF A FAR
AWAY CONVENT.

NEXT HE WAS SENT TO
ENGLAND TO BE THE CONFES-
SOR OF THE FUTUF'.E QUEEN.

MAMNY PEOPLE
TURNED BACK
TO GOD, BUT
THEN SAINT
CLAUDE WAS
[ ACCUSED OF

INVOLVEMENT
What am bet ng
accused oF7

T will -]1[ |"\er l;uéfs&'-rﬂ

L_ ou ore here +s meed bher!

IN A PLOT TO
KILL THE KING
AND WAS

- IMPRISONED

| AND EXILED.
ST. CLAUDE DIED SHORTLY AFTER RETURNING TO FRANCE DUE
TO HIS POOR HEALTH. HE HAD TRIED HARD TO LOVE GOD AS
PERFECTLY AS HE COULD SO GOD CHOSE HIM TO HELP SPREAD
DEVOTION TO HIS SACRED HEART. LIKE SAINT CLAUDE, WE
SHOULD ALL LEARN TO APPRECIATE GOD'S LOVE FOR US.

thhehecdsbectferere @ gmad.com

The Leper Cross-Word v
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kneeling if
: ] | 10 touched in
T 3 begged to
|| il | people be
13 14 sternly  he
— —  Jesus o
I I e began tgcll
i7 whole man
proof kept
[1B rg I ] ] made leper
—— — down hand
A (6a) came to Jesus and (3d)
(144d) (2d) him and said, " (5d) you
wish, you can make me clean." Moved with pity, he

stretched out his (13a), (8d) him, and
said to him, "I do will it. (11d) made clean." The
leprosy left him immediately, and he was (15a)

clean. Then, warning him (9a). he
dismissed him at once.
He said to him, "See that you (4d) no one

anything, but (16a), show yourself to the priest and

offer what Moses prescribed; that will be (12d)
for them."

The (15d) went away and (19a) to
publicize the (17a) matter.  (13d) spread the
report abroad so that it was impossible for (1d)
to enter a town openly. He remained outside  (18a)

deserted places, and (7a)
(10a) him from everywhere.

(3a) coming
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=00d News

INSPIRATION FOR DAILY LIFE

Ash Wednesday

How healing will your Lent be?

Read:

Joal 2:12-18

Ps 51:3-6, 12-14, 17

2 Cannthians 5:20 — G:2
Matlhew B6:1-86, 16-18

What victory do you need? What P
needs to be resurrected in your life?

For Easter to be more than just a day
of colored eggs, fattening chocolates
and big dinners, Lent needs to be
more than just 40 days of obligatory sacrifices like
meatless pizza on Fridays.

To experience the joy and power of resurrection,
we have to take a journey through the experience
of mouming and repentance. We have lo
experience the powerlessness of death: the death
of aur selfishness, the death of our worldliness,
the: death of behaviors that are not Christ-like.

In the first reading for Ash Wednesday, God
beckons: "Return to me with your whole heart,
with fasting, and weeping, and mourning." Fasting
is worthwhile only if it improves our self-discipline
so that we can resist sin and grow in holiness.
We're hypocrites, lke Jesus describes in today's
Gospel passage, if fasting produces no inner
changes.

What will your journey through Lent be like this
year? What daily exercises will promote greater
holiness? Here's a suggestion: Identify one fault —
just one for now: one selfish behavior or one fear
or one flaw or one unloving habit — and choose a
daily activity or an abstinence for the duration of
Lent that will help you overcome this behavior.

Tell God about this fault. He is beckoning:
"Return to me with your whole heart, with fasting,
and weeping, and mouming.”

The readings from Joel and Psalm 51 remind us
that God is merciful toward those who recognize
their sinfulness and regret it so much that they're
truly motivated to change. Dealing with our need
to change can feel overwhelming and shameful,
but if we keep our focus on God's mercy, we feel
helped, healed, and finally resurrected.

By identifying and working on just one sinful
tendency as our Lenten project, we can give it to
Jesus, and by the end of Lent nail it to his cross
and hear him offer it to God as he cries oul,
“Father forgive them....!I" It will die with Jesus, and
we'll be resurrected o a new life, a new level of
holiness, a new closeness with Christ.

As you receive and wear your ashes, do it fully
conscious of your need for forgiveness, with a
commitment to overcome a significant sin by
Easter.

Why do we keep the black smudges on our
foreheads all day?

Not to win the admiration of others. It's a sign that
we know we need to change! Otherwise, we
should do as Jesus said: "When you fast, see to it
that you ... wash your face” so that no one but
God will know what you are doing.

£ 2014 by Terry Modica - Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com - Reprinted by license.
To receive Good News Reflections free daily by email, visit Good Mews Ministries: gnm.org

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. 7



Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 11, 2024

Prepare for t
L

he upcoming C‘(\&
February 18, 2024, First Surill @)
\/(\‘_J/E
Pray:ask You today, Lord, to face all those Cempt a
Only You can defeat them in me, | only say 'yes' t

Genes-15; 9P8; 25: Beer Ma:A®8 1: 12

Wrestling with temptation
This Sunday's Gospel reading shows us the first th
Ri ver : He wrestled with temptation.
Hi s baptism had marked the moment of his complete
|l eft behind his old Iife and began a new | ife fm
The Father responded by telling him that he was ve
God already had-humeridal pe$Sgiemittt heneand the Spirit
was also fully human, now came fully alive in the
gave him the feeling of an el ated spiritual high.
The same pattern repeats itself in our |ives. As s
our faith with a calling to do the Father's wil!/| i
situation that tests the strength and sincerity of
our faith is strong enough for our daily needs? Ho
we know that we are ready to make a significant di
Someti mes without consciously thinking it, we deci
be tested, and if we fear that we might | ose our b
with Christ in serving God's kingdom, not to aim f
Well , that's another emptati on! Lent is the perfe
them into new growth hat will strengthen our fait
Every time we face a sin and seek God's forgivenes
wal king into the confessional with it, we also rec
wi || render temptations much more powerl ess.
And this makes us more useful to God in the missio
spread into the |Iives of the people around us.
Think of temptations as blessings in disguise: Us e
and grow power ful in the faith.
Questions for Personal Refl ecti on:
How well do you recognize temptation? How quickly
the devil's tricks? What temptation are you saying
sacrifice?
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
Describe a time when you experienced a spiritual h
What role did (or will) Jesus play in overcoming t
E 2023 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources, w
Sign up free to receive reflections I|ike this dail
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Please do not bring any flowers to the
church or Adoration chapel
during the season of Lent, from Aslh
Wednesday through Easter.

Thank you for your understanding. LWL 2T A AN S S - b
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C $ 6 NXz by R

02 aINDK LIY AY

during lent

Please...
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St gnatiug Loyola === Happenings

LENT &?zg(z){Y WEEK Lenten
gl Wednesdays

Holy Mass at 6:30 pm followed b
Lenten Talks from 7 pm to 8 pm

Palm Sunday

February 21 & 28: Fr. Sean Magaldi,
Vocation Director, DRVC

March 13: Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski

Human Ser viMoensd aiys, ofpueensday and Thi

On behalf of the families whom we serve at Hu

; Through your continued donations and

s "’77 our cupboardsAffuéew iatemdhiwe <¢ameuse are
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The Office of Huma®8 &#ordv iBdes.s yOul&)or93aid | vy«
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l i fe that I S causing you stress . or, I
(especially before the Bl essed S¢at:<c‘:|"ryél?ﬁ§
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