ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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We Yoyfully UWait
for Gesus

Advent is a time of joy, when we
TURN happily look forward to the coming
Away of Jesus. Today's Gospel reading
FROM tells about how Saint John the

Baptist went around telling every-
JouR one to repent and prepare for the
SINS! coming of the Messiah.

An Advent wreath is a symbol of the coming of
Jesus, our Light, into the world. It has three purple
candles and one pink candle. One candle is lit on
the first week of Advent, and one more is added
every week until Christmas. Every week it gets a
bit brighter because we are getting closer to Jesus'
coming at Christmas.

The purple candles stand for repentance- being
sorry and making up for
our sins. The pink
candle represents
joy. It is lit on the
third week of
Advent because
we rejoice that the
waiting is half over.

AAVINTIVH PULl-piogy, uondasuo)) aje[naeuwnu] o) Iamsuy
www.thekidsbulletn.com

The Kids' Bulletin

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8th, 2024

Luke 3:1-6

In Advent we hear about Saint John
the Baptist, Jesus' cousin, who prepared the way
for Jesus' coming. He preached to the people,
telling them to repent, and baptized them.

When Jesus came Saint John told the people to
follow Jesus because He was the Messiah.

Can you find your way from Saint John to Jesus?

Saint John of the Cross

December 14

JOHN WAS
BORNTOA Tl
POOR FAMILY = —
IN SPAIN IN
1542. HIS
FATHER DIED
WHEN HE WAS
VERY YOUNG. %
FOR SEVERAL 4 JA
YEARS HE (i [
WORKED IN A {|
HOSPITAL.

BROTHER, AND DECIDED TO

JOHN BECAME A CARMELITE
i LIVE BY THE OLD, STRICT

HE MET ST. TERESA OF
AVILA, WHO WAS A
CARMELITE NUN. «

(Hece's what you can

do...
- z ST. JOHN STARTED A
: | GROUP OF MONKS
WHO WOULD LIVE BY
\ THE OLD RULE.

BY THIS TIME,
~ JOHN WAS
QUITE SICKLY.
HE WAS
TREATED
BADLY AT
FIRST, BUT BY
THE TIME HE
DIED EVEN
HIS ENEMIES
REALIZED HIS
HOLINESS.

TODAY SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS
WRITINGS. HE TAUGHT THAT WE WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO BE
PERFECTLY HAPPY HERE ON EARTH BECAUSE WE ARE MADE FOR
GOD IN HEAVEN. NEXT TIME YOU FEEL UNHAPPY, REMEMBER
THAT PERFECT HAPPINESS IS WAITING FOR YOU IN HEAVEN!

thekidsbulletin@gmail.com
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ISOULBHOWLA
MARYIOKRIOL
MOTHEREITVM
AGASONPGHIS
CONCEPTIONS
UDJESUSNUGT
LNEVERIATRA
ACHOSENLRAI
TOFFENDEDCN

EHEARTFREEY

See if you can find the words that
are written in CAPITALS.
The leftover letters spell the name of a special
prayer we can say to Mary on her feast day.

This year, December 9th is the feast day of the
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. That is a name
for MARY that means that GOD made her
WITHOUT SIN because he had CHOSEN her to
be the MOTHER of HIS SON. Her SOUL was
FREE from ORIGINAL sin even before she was
BORN. All her life she KEPT her HEART
PURE and without the STAIN of sin. Mary
NEVER OFFENDED God, and with his
GRACE, she spent her whole life
LOVING JESUS.
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rowing in '1

D|scover|ng hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

December 2024

One Minute
Meditations

St. John of the Cross
Born in Castile, i
Spain, 5t. Juan de
Yepes lived in
poverty. 5t John
embraced
poverty and

Christmas brings a joy that goes
beyond presents—it's a season
rich with the gifts God
ofters: love, hope,
family, and the
promise of Heaven.
'I‘hE:E gif'ts to LLI.'h

suffering throughout his life. meﬂund \:
In 1563, he entered the -

Carmelite Order. He meaning. _ —
‘ . The gift of love. ——

befriended 5t. Teresa of Avila,
who encouraged and
supported him in his efforts
at reform. He faced
opposition and he was
imprisoned in a tower. From
this experience came the
mystical poetry and inspired
writings on the interior life
that made him a Doctor of
the Church.

Close to the Infant Jesus
"You are nowhere but close to
the Infant Jesus, trembling with
cold in the stable of
Bethlehem.. Therefore, | beg

God chose to come
into the world as a
baby, sharing in our
human experience.
His love surpasses
anything we could
imagine. He invites us to embrace

His love and let it transform us.

The gift of hope. Although we have
maoments of sin and can turn from
God, the Child bormn on that first
Christmas offers freedom from sin and
the hope of a brighter future, This hope

The best gifts come on Christmas

renews us and promises a better

path forward.

The gift of family. Family

provides strength, comfort,

and support. Baptism

welcomes us into Christ's
divine family, where we

are bound by an

A // unbreakable
connection. "See what
' .’f love the Father has

bestowed on us that we
may be called the children

of God™ (1 John 3:1).

The gift of Heaven. The
most awesome gift is
Heaven itself. Without Jesus’
miraculous birth, Heaven would be
out of reach. He bridged the gap
between Heaven and Earth, offering
the promise of eternal joy. This
Christmas, we can cherish the
enduring gifts of love, hope, family,
and Heaven that make the season truly
meaningful.

you to love the crib of the

Child of Bethlehem. ..stay

close to him and be sure that
lesus is in the midst of your
hearts more than you could
believe or imagine.” 5t.
Padre Mo

The tradition of displaying
nativity scenes began with
5t. Francis of Assisi, who
was awed that God
humbled Himself to
be bom in humility
and poverty. To
illustrate, he
displayed a manger scene in a cave
near the Franciscans’ chapel —

“And the Word became
flesh and lived among
us, and we
have seen Tus &
glory”

{lohn 1:14].

i Y

o S
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Why do Catholics
display nativity scenes?

complete with donkey and ox.
He celebrated Christmas Mass
and, according to an
eyewitness, the wax
figure of the Christ Child
came alive. This pious
tradition continues,

reminding us that “the
Word became flesh and dwelt among
us"(John 1:14]).
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Growing in Faith™

December 2024 Papge 2

Two Advent practices for a joyful Christmas

Each Advent, God invites us to deepen our
friendship with Him and draw closer wo His love,
The key to a joyiul Christmas lies in
responding to this invitation by dedicating
daily time to God and helping those in
need.

Do the one thing neediul: Pope Francis
encourages us o waste time” with God
through prayer, even lor just 15-20 minutes.
This could be alfering daily prayers [or a
special imemtion, meditating on the Chrisumas
Story a verse at a time, or simply being peacefully

present to Him, who is always present to us.
Continue spending tme with Him alter the
season ends.
Go in haste to love: Just as Mary went
“with haste” [Luke 1:39) to serve her cousin
Elizabeth, we, too, are called wo act quickly
in love. While no one can do everyvthing,
evervone can do something. When we serve
others even in small ways, we receive a greater
gift in return (Matthew 25:40).
Embrace these practices for a deeper, more

joyiul Christmas open to God's love

from Luke 2:41-52,

Love and obedience

questioning the priests and amaz
them with His understanding.

cripture

The Feast of the Holy Family
[December 29) includes the story
of linding Jesus in the Temple,
a story of love and
obedience. Jesus, Mary,

However, Mary a

and Joseph traveled 1o
[erusalem for the Passover,
as was the custom lor Jews
of that time. They traveled
in a large group for protection
against bandits who infested the

kerionar [ preeest be 1
Father's house?”
Though they
puiled by His
hill country. So i wasn't
surprising that His parents didn't miss
Jesus as they started the return trip. remnained there in obedience w |
Lpon discovering Him missing, they parents until it was time for His |
hurried back o JTerusalem.
On the third day of searching, they

found Jesus in the Temple. He was valid authority over us.

how He could he
caused His parents so
much worry and Jesus
replied, "Did pou nol

answer, Mary and Joseph

tonk Jesus back to Mazareth. He

ministry. We leamn from this story to
abey not only God but also those in

Q How do
& 1 usean
A Advent Wreath?

The Advent Wreath s a cirele of
evergreen branches, symbolizing
God's eternal and unending love. It

ing

sked
W
includes three purple (violet) candles
and one pink (rose) candle. On the
first Sunday of Advent, and each night
i ity that week, the first purple i':-]lldlij_. .
known as the Prophet’s Candle, is lin
to symbolize
hope. On the
second Sunday
and throughout
that week, light
both the hirst
and second

WETe

lis
bl i

purple candles.
The second candle, called the
Bethlehem Candle, represents faith.

Feasts & ¥
Celebrations

was concetved i S Anne's worm

December 1 - First Sunday in be the Mother of God. Pope Pius
Adwvent. We anticipate Christ’s birth
and His coming on the Last Day.
Catholics everywhere light candles in
an Advent wreath wo signal the coming
of the light of Christ.

December 4 - 5S4 John Damascene
(749). A Doctor of the Church and the
last of the Greek Fathers, S0 Jobhn was
born in Muslim-ruled Svria and was
counselor to the caliph. He is known

regquired.

Holy Innocents | 1st
century]. Today, we
remember the infants
massacred by King
Herod's soldiers
(Matthew 2:16-15). We
also pray for the safety
of unborn children.

for his writings in favor of the use ol
sacred images for devotion.
December 9 - Immaculate

Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. We commemorate that Mary

without original sin, preparing Mary o
declared this doctrine in 15854, This
year, it's still considered a holy day of

obligation and Mass attendance is

December 28 — Feast of the @

The pink candle, lit during the third
week, symbolizes joy and marks
Gaudete Sunday. During the fourth
week of Advent, all three purple
candles and the pink candle are lit
The fourth candle, known as the
Angel's Candle, represents peace.
Consider meditating on Scripture as
vou light the candles. Week 1 (hope] -
lsatah 9:2-7, week 2 (faith) - Micah
S:2-5a, week 3 (joy) - Luke 2:8-14,
and week 4 (peace] - Luke 1:26-38.

4]
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Our Mission
o provide practical ideas thar promoie
famhiul Catholic living,
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The wreaths and bl ankets committee bri
whil e the Knights of Columbus spread

-
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Human Services iis open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

We Appreciate Your Conti

Thanks to your generosity during t
have been stocked more for our cl i g
your donations as well as the year/l
Knights of Columbus, donations from ou
donations from our religious education

Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society f
donations from the Sons of Italy and a | ocal
one for so many. There are a few
**Huna*¢ddnrned ,chi ckipmah@t,od.ytefl épgygst a,
hand soap, bar soap, paper towel
We aoekol |l ecting clothes at

Thank you so much for your support
Of fices of Huma#®8 88é&r vi ces

STEWMH]SH”] Second Sunday

be gy wis
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Living Stewardship ¥YOnPe Iwaayr wef cSaent vpiSavgel f a oA f f
thanks to God, is by serving ot hedY¥sS aDuydAnsgdAtthe sl
opportunities for us to serveks otOhedrAsd @ j¢nkel|Yuld ien2gdz
Catholic Ministries Appeal. FYR O22LISNI a2
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We invite... —————— =~ .
Pl ease tune in to our YouTubei(H1anneI Eas
St . ABd Cahwi st mas Novena wil |l
week days and soon after tjhe

Anointing of the sick soon after
Family IMasamat

HOLY DAY OF OBLI GATI O

Holy Masses n English at 7 am, 9

DecembeE
Sunda

i
and in Spanish at 7 pm
December 9 Prayers of the Hour of grace on Pa
Monday soon after the 11.45 am Mass
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary, and
Sunday by Str.aylenrnegr oup i natt h7e: 2Ad o
D nib3e o
chreidayr Divine Mercy Chaplet ( Pagé8 ph of

December 15

Sunday Family IMasamat

QR Code or
Weekend Rqadi
& Parish PJlay:

Mass times: 7 amknd@l)iasm & SIplapidh5s(ha m L

Mo f

ust
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