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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola
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First Sunday of Advent

December 3, 2023

rowing in

|

FATEL

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

December 2023

One Minute

Meditations

A “Christ-centered” Christmas is a joyful one

For Catholics, the weeks leading up

soul to come home to God, especially

5t. Edmund Campion
Born to a Catholic family in 16th

to Christmas are a sacred time to
prepare our hearts for Christ's
coming. For a joy-filled Christmas, try

at this time of peace Ask that that He
gives everyone the grace to live a new
life reflecting glory on the Messiah.

century England,
5t. Edmund left
a brilliant
academic
career at
Oxford to
become a
Jesuit missionary - a death
sentence, since Catholics were
being heavily persecuted
under Queen Elizabeth 1. He
traveled around, secretly
ministering the Sacraments to
English Catholics, until he was

these ideas:
Encourage joyful
anticipation. As
disciples of Jesus,
it is our role to
help others to

believe and hope
in the power of
God to change
the world as He
transforms

hearts and
minds. “But as for
me, 1 will look to

betrayed by an informer and the Lord, I will wait for the

arrested. Despite efforts o
persuade or threaten him, 5t
Edmund remained true to his
faith. He was martyred with
two companions at Tybum.

me” (Micah 7:7). Look for
opportunities to share yvour
confidence in His love.

Mary’s “Yes”

When the angel appeared to
Mary and told her what God
was asking of her, she didn't
have to agree. Cod gave all of
us free will to allow us to
make our own choices. Mary
said “yes” to God out of love.
" Her reward (and ours, too) is

| eternity with her Son.

“And the child
grew and became
strong, filled with
wisdom; and the
favor of God was
upon Him"

(Luke 2:40).

In 1854, Pope Pius IX
proclaimed that Mary, by a

special grace, was preserved
from original and personal
sin from her own
conception in her
maother's womb, in view
of her role as the

¢

10 Copyright 2023 Success Publishing & Media, LLE

God of my salvation; my God will hear

Focus on prayer. Become an Advent
prayer intercessor praving for every

Serve. Pope Francis

T said during Advent,
N __fr»’ e "We are s0 busy
b e with all the
r%ﬁ% preparations,
el with gifts and

things that pass,
but let's ask
ourselves what we
should do for
Jesus and for
others! What should
we do?” The pope
said we should
continuously ask God
what we should do to contribute
to the good of the Church and society.
We can do “something concrete, even
if it is small” to help others. He
suggested visiting the lonely, the
elderly, the sick or someone in need.

Why do Catholics celebrate
the “Immaculate Conception?”

Mother of God. This grace bore
immeasurable fruit for all of us
in Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross.
On December 8 - a Holy Day
of Obligation - we ask Mary to

pray for us, 50 we, too, receive
Jesus into our hearts with a
faithful love like hers.

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.
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Growing in Faith™ December 2023 Page 2

Have a peaceful, Merry Christmas!

Do you aim for an idyllic Christmas celebration complete
with a warm hire, joyful music, and tinsel-covered tree? For

Soothe the beast. Beantiful music can set a soothing

many of us, Christmas comes ai the end

spent shopping, wrapping, and spending, and is
wroughi with family tensions, obligations, and
exhaustion. Try these steps to keep vour sanity and
yourr Savior in your Chrisimas celebration:

Be realistic. It isn't the goal of the season o make
everyone happy. If vou don't overspend and over v
extend before Christmas, vou'll be in a better frame of

mind when it amrives.

tone for your celebration. Pick your favorite holy hymns
o put yourself in the Christmas frame of mind.
Reach out. Want to make your own

problems seem small? Take on someone else’s.
:* D at least one good Christmas deed for
SOMenne needy.

Seek the eternal. [esus gives us peace, purpose,

and pespective. Spend time with [esus each day

of Advent and Christmas to remind yourself of what

is most imponant about Christmas.

of weeks

from ]
cripture

To the uninformed observer,
Jesus’ birth was unremarkable,
and His family was quite
ardinary. In fact, when it
was time 1o present
lesus in the temple, His
parenis couldn’t afford
the customary offering
of a lamb, and instead
made the offering of
the poor - two
pigeons. As faithful Jews,
they did all thai was required
by their faith 1o thank God for
the gift of their child.

Yei, when Joseph and Mary
presented their new baby in the
temple, Simeon immediately
recognized Him as the Messiah.

Q How can |
& make Christmas
A joy last?

Luke 2:22-40, Encountering
God in the ordinary

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he
prophesied that Jesus would be “a
light for revelation fo the Genriles,
and glory for your people Israel”
[Luke 2:32).

Simeon was not alone
in recognizing the Lord
in the temple. Anna

was also filled with

the Haoly Spirit.

Her faith in God's
promises gave her
hope. The hope God
places in our hearts gives
us a desire for the kingdom of
Heaven. The Haoly Spirit reveals the
presence of the Lord to those who
want to know Him, receive Him,
and 1o be happy with Him forever.

The Church's real Christmas season
stans on Christmas Day and lasis
umntil the Baptism of Our Lord. By
celebrating the whole season, you can
make your Christmas joy last long
after you've taken down the tree. Here
are some highlights of the season:

L+ """"'-._. Feast of the Holy Family,
( . December 31. Cather for a
‘-. meal with loved ones, or
contact oul-of-rowm

&/4/ a friends or tamily.

o - Solemnity of Mary,
,." Mother of God, January 1.
Dredicate a Rosary to the Blessed
bMother, asking her 1o help you grow
in love and trust
Epiphany, January 7. The example
of the Magi honoring Jesus has

December 3 - First Sunday in
Advent. We anticipate Christ's hirth
and His coming on the last day.
Catholics everywhere light candles in
an Advent wreath to signal the
coming of the light of Christ.

December 12 - Our Lady of
Guadalupe [1531). The Blessed
Mother appeared as a MNative
American maiden to 56, Juan Diego.
She asked 5t Juan vo cammy roses o the
hishop as proof. When the roses were
empitied from his tilma, it retained the
image of the Blessed Mother.

hecome a symbol of sharing Him with
the world. This is our chance to think
about the way we live so that we can
hetter reveal Christ to our world.

The Baptism of Our Lord, January .
Baptism is our eniry into the
Kingdom. Take time this day 1o renew
yvour Baptismal vows and decide whait
you can change in your life to help
yvou live as Christ did.

December 15 - 5t Maria di Rosa
(1855]). Bom into a wealthy family in
Brescia, ltaly, Paula was rencwmed for
holiness, generosity, and concern for
the sick. She founded the Handmaids
of Charity in 1840. 5he took the name
5r Maria Crudifeca di Riosa.

December 27 - 5t John the
Beloved (1st Ceniury). As an apostle
and friend of Jesus, 51. John was
known for his hery

Our Mission
T paiowicde practacal idid thal prossaote
Laithubal Cathedic liveng
Sugniih Publishisg & Sedia, LLC
Pulslishe of Growing in Fanh™ and Parmers in Fah™
[ 540661744 [SHOMEE2-TR4T ax
Tubtge | o ossacarngi il oo s

[Lirdims noted Fahls qucies s reliemaom am Bsom
dhir Bervisend Sondand Yemson ard the Mea Amdascan Fehic)

temper. Scholars
helieve he is the
“beloved disciple” [ \]
who sai by

lesus at the Last
Supper in John's

Coospel
& Copyright 2023 Success Fubishing & Media, LLE
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First Sunday of Advent

[r—

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

In a nineteenth-century sermon, St. John Henry Newman wrote of
today’s Gospel: “[Jesus] mercifully whispers into our ears ... not to
share in the general unbelief [around us], not to be carried away by
the world but to ‘beware, keep alert’ and look out for his coming.”

| love the thought that Jesus is “mercifully whispering” to us. Wel-
come to Advent! We know that Advent is a time of anticipation and
preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ, but today’s readings
also speak to me of training ourselves to be alert for God’s presence
in the small, everyday moments of our lives. In his Letter to the Cor-
inthians, Paul writes that “[we] are not lacking in any spiritual gift” as
we await the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are gifted with
his grace. Our loving God bestows countless graces on us each day,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit we can seek ways to be more
aware of these graces. Yes, we can be more “alert” to them, but can
also be thankful for these small moments of God’s presence with us.

December 3, 2023 | First Sunday of Advent

Is 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7 | 1Cor 1:3-9 | Mk 13:33-37

December 3, 2023

Written by
THE
FAITHEUL
DISCIPLE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Advent is a season of joyful hope. “l hope | can get my Christmas
shopping done in time ... | hope | have time to get my house deco-
rated this weekend.” We all have “hopes and dreams” for this time

of year, and, God-willing we will be blessed with a truly festive and
joyous holiday season with our families. For Catholics, though, this
seasoh of “joyful hope” is one that has a much deeper meaning. We
long for the return of Christ and our eternal union with him with a
hope that is built on the promises of Jesus in the Scriptures. Our
hope is not passive, but active. We know that God is always there for
us, comforting us in bad times and rejoicing with us in times of happi-
ness. Let us give thanks for our Triune God who desires to be in rela-
tionship with us enough that he sent his Son to take on our humanity.
And let us silence any noise in our hearts so as to hear Jesus’ merciful
whisper of encouragement to be on the watch for his coming.

SING People, look east. The time is near / Of the crowning of the year. / Make your house fair as you are able, / Trim the hearth and set the

table. / People, look east and sing today: / Love, the guest, is on the way.

GSNE S e

D2 aLJSf

Jesus
nB e
Yo u
when t

sai d to
watchful !
do not

he ti me

Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament has His hands full of
graces, and He is ready to
bestow them on anyone who
asks for them

{Go tSGS

QR Code for our Pari

of t h

Thought

What i1 s important

Staying calm
being alert to t

s h

Prayer Book, Weekend

Saint équot e

fBe attentive to
St Eli zabet
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola

Vo 7&/))6/{(.4 (s }L/é/‘c?/./

Bethlehem. Now

Advent is the time to get ready for
We get our houses ready by
cleaning and decorating. We get our
souls ready by cleaning out our sins
when we go to confession, and by
learning and thinking about Jesus.

Christmas.

Here are some things that will help you
get ready for Christmas:
~ Light a candle on an advent wreath when you say your
prayers every day.

~ Read a book
about Advent or
Christmas.

~ Go to
Confession
before Christmas.

ESUS (S5 CONLLS /
Advent is here! It's time to begin

the coming of Jesus at Christmas.
Jesus came the first time long ago in

reparing for

He comes to us every

time we go to Mass, in Holy Communion.
But we celebrate Jesus' coming in a special
way at Christmas time.

~ Do nice things
for people.

Remember that
anything you
do for some-
one else you
do for Jesus!

AUUY [T WOq G| SME[E] SAH 9| WEPY 1 AQUQE] [MOS T AA0] 6 AR
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T WE LT ApRar(g quie] g uew |

aund- ¢ 2agasaad | [ 104070 [ MEMOBLIWN { MES'S IYS | ISSOUIY TPIOMSS0I]) O SIDMSUY

www.thekidsbulletin.com

SAINT JUAN DIEGO
DECEMBER. 9

[CUAUHTLATOHUAC e

WAS A NATIVE e,
OF MEXICO, i T baplizeyrr-
BORM IN THE | I

1400'S, WHEN
HE BECAME A ||
(CHRISTIAN, HE
TOOK THE
NAME JUAN
DIEGO, WHICH
1S 'JOHN JAMES'
IN ENGLISH,

JUAN DIEGO WAS A HUMBLE
AND SIMPLE MAN WHO LOVED

HE WAS ON HIS WAY TO)
MASS WHEN OUR LADY
APPEARED TO H HIM

SHE WANTED A
BUT THE BISHOP

SHE TOLD HIM THAT
CHURCH BUILT THERE,

DIDN'T BELIEVE HIM.

HE WAS SUPPOSED TO
MEET HER AGAIN, BUT
HIS UNCLE WAS SICK..

TL.-_u il help Hha bithp
= —\ -'F b‘-ll{u‘: Tuh

THEN HE SAW SPAMISH ROSES
GROWING THERE- IN THE
MIDDLE OF WINTER!

WHEN HE
SHOWED THE
FLOWERS IN HIS
TILMA TO THE
BISHOP, A PIC-
TURE OF OUR
LADY APPEARED
OMN IT. THE BISH-
OP BELIEVED
HIM THEN AND
HAD THE
CHURCH BUILT.

SAINT JUAN DIEGO LIVED A LONG AND SIMPLE LIFE TEACHING
THE FAITH. MARY CHOSE HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS HUMBLE, TO
BRING HER MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT THAT TIME. WHEN THE
NEW CHURCH WAS BUILT, MILLIONS OF THE PAGAN PECPLE IN
MEXICO BECAME CHRISTIANS. JUAN DIEGO DIED AT AGE 74.

THEKIDSEULLETIN@GMMIL.COM

The Kids' Bulletin

First Sunday of Advent
December 3rd, 2023
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In the Gospel, Jesus tells us to always be ready.
Here's someone waiting
Sfor his master to return...
Use this code to colour the picture in:

o DARK BLUE o GREY - BROWN
- SKIN COLOUR x WHITE a RED

.Qnmmcu[ate Cancepiion @‘zoss—/]/{f’()fzr!

|| 3 l B B
[ Tl |
lr G I ]
ul
||1 2 |
e Fill in the blanks to do this
puzzie about Chr Lady
14 15 g 17
— ACROSS:
1. was without sin.
T iE E3] = 5. God _ that Mar}'
would do His will.
= 7. She was the
Conception.
“ I | | I 10. God watched
] Mary.
| 1. God decided to

her from sin.
15, Mary's soul was not

17. God's Son become i £
stained- it was

18. He is called the
20. When the time was
22. She said, "I
23. She had no
DOWN:

2. Whatever God wanted she would do for

3. She brought the Saviour into the world for and me.

4. She teaches us to love God and _sin, which offends Him.
5. God had decided to Mary from all sin.
[
8.
9

of God.
. the angel came to Mary.
the handmaid of the Lord.
sin, so she was always ready to obey.

If you God, how would you make your mother?
The name of God's mother is
. She did every single thing out of for God.
12. He had preserved her from every stain of sin.
13. Before she was even a little she was chosen by God.
14. We all have original sin because of
16. ... and his wife, . who committed the first sins.
18. Th::y had chosen to disobey God's
19. Since then, every other person® was with original sin.

21. Mar}-’ was the daughter of the holy saints, and Joachim.

* Except Saim Jof hn the I'M|Is1| st whe, qu.urdnly v irndition. was freed from original sin -
fillest it the Fiady Spiri £ facn. i mthor wens grected by ary whe was cxpecting leais
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola

Bl BLE READI NG PLAN FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

DAY New TestanPoetry
1(Fri) |[First Friday.

2(Sat) |[First Saturday.

3(Sun) [FI RST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
4 ( Mon) Luke 1 Eccl esi pste
5(Tues) Luke 2 Eccl esi paste
6(Wed) [Luke 3 Eccl esi pste
7(Thur g Luke 4 Eccl esi pste
8(Fri) | Luke 5 Eccl esi pste
9( Sat)

10( Sun)SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11( Mon)Luke 6 Eccl esi pste
12(TuegdgLuke 7 Eccl esi pste
13(Wed)Luke 8 Eccl esi pste
14(ThugLuke 9 Eccl esi pste
15( Fri Luke 10 Eccl esi pste
16( Sat

17(Sun)THI RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
18( Mon) Luke& 1112

19( TuedqlLuke 13 & 1/4

20(Wed) Luke 15 & 16

21 ( ThurqLuke 17 & 1§
22(Fri)Luke 19 & 24d

23 ( Sat)

24( Sun)FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVIENT
25( Mon)

26 ( Tuesd

27 ( Wed)

28( ThurqLuke 21 & 274
29(Fri)Luke 23 & 2/

30( Sat

31( Sun

N o o1~ W

10
11
12
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