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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola
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Diocese of RockvilLe CENTRE Christmas 2023

CIFFICE OF THE BISHOT

To the People of God of the Diocese of Rockville Centre:

Merry Christmas to you and your families!

In recent years at Christmas, 1 have meditated on the relationship between the Nativity of the
Prince of Peace and the Parable of the Good Samaritan,

[ have been especially inspired by Pope Francis® analysis of the Parable of the Good Samaritan in
the second chapter of his 2020 encyclical Frarelli Tutti. It is powerful and provocative, and |
would recommend it for your mental prayer.

The short phrase in the Christmas Gospel narrative in the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke
reads: “She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and Jaid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.”

“No room for them in the inn.” No Good Samaritan stepped up to help the Holy Family. They
were ignored and treated perfunctorily and impatiently. Some passed them by. Some pretended
not to notice their plight.

Remember too that in the Parable of the Good Samaritan an “inn” is also mentioned. Luke 10
reads: “But a Good Samaritan while traveling came near him, and when he saw him, he was
moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn and took care of him.”

The inn that the Holy Family approaches on the way to Bethlehem is a sign of rejection and
indifference.

The inn in the Parable of the Good Samaritan is a sign of the Good Samaritan’s compassion and
commitment to go the extra mile and to make sure that the wounded man is taken care of until he
is completely healed.

Contemporary literary criticism might very well emphasize that the use of “inn” by the Gospel
writer in both the Nativity in Luke 2 and the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 is not by
accident.

In a sense, the phrase “there was no room at the inn™ in the Nativity foreshadows and connects
with the phrase in the Parable of the Good Samaritan describing the callous indifference of both
the priest and the Levite toward the wounded man on the side of the road: “[H]e passed by on the
other side.”

Past (Hfice Box 9013, Rockville Centre, Mew York 11571-3023 # phone 516.676.5800 » fax 516.678.3138 » bishopsoffice®@drve.org
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola

As Pope Francis says in Frarelli Tutti: “Each day we have to decide whether to be Good
Samaritans or indifferent bystanders.™!

Our Lady, St. Joseph and the unborn Christ Child experienced the reality of people who decided
to be indifferent bystanders.

The Christmas Gospel narrative from Luke 2 poses a question which is posed again later in the
Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10.

Will we be Good Samaritans?
Or will we be indifferent bystanders?
As the Holy Father reminds us, we make that choice every day.

May our prayer, silent contemplation and creative family catechesis of the Nativity scene help us
to be instruments of a Nativity Mystery. May the Good Samaritan Gospel revolution of humility,
charity, mercy, tenderness and peace unite us in solidarity with the sick, the poor and the
suffering, especially in the Middle East, Ukraine and all war-ravaged areas of the world.

May our commitment to “holiness and mission™ bless our contemplative Synodal listening and
our Eucharistic Revival and Evangelization.

Merry Christmas and Happy Mew Year to you and vour families!

May the Light and Love of the Christ Child animate and guide our global Catholic Missionary
Spirit on this Christmas night and throughout the New Year.

Sincerely in Christ,
- rﬁ' &u.-w;._ :

st Reverend John O, Barres
ishop of Rockville Centre

! Francis, encyclical Fratelli Tutti, October 4, 2020: A4S 112 (11) 969-1074, at no. 70.

Voin 2 25 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 a2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 28 2 2 Ja Vi

¥ Beloved St. Ignatius family and friends, v
& v
4 As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ g | |
4 Presence in our parish brings joy and war mth.
and may the spirit of Christmas unite us a}l.
hearts of Mary and Joseph, and the shepher,d \
xwarm your hearts with ever greater faith, ‘rerv
\'On behalf of Fr . Franci s, Fr . Jacob, Fr . Nﬁ h a
and myself, we wish you al/l a Happy and HJIy C
¥ ti me of renewed faith and love, for you andl vyo
& faith nd in your relationship with our Lgrd ¢
\,surround you, and may you experience the ptrue
xabandon Christ from Christmas and do not fgporge
\'Merry Christmas to you and your family! S

Ng
tFr.Shibi S

AN N N N N N 2 2 R R R R R ARt
Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. 7



Fourth Sunday of Advent

<\

ol

Annunciation by Melozzo

da Forli, CCO

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” The angel Gabriel announc-
es this in the Gospel today, and it is a phrase with which we are all fa-
miliar thanks to our recitation of the Hail Mary prayer. Although some
may be comforted by such a message and its angelic messenger, it is
troubling to Mary because the angel goes on to tell her she will con-
ceive and bear the Son of God. Thinking practically, Mary is being told
the impossible will happen - who wouldn’t be troubled? And yet Mary
offers herself: “l am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.” Despite her fear and trepidation, Mary went
on to answer God'’s call and do his will. Our Blessed Mother became a
great example of fortitude at that moment, as she exemplified what it
means to step outside of our own uncertainty and trust God com-
pletely. Although doing God’s will can be difficult at times, St. Paul
reminds us in his Letter to the Romans that we can ask God for the
strength to say “yes” in spite of our fears.

December 24, 2023 | Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 143, 16 | Rom 16:25-27 | Lk 1:26-38

December 24, 2023

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISEIPRE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Up until today, December has probably been a whirlwind. Trees and
lights, ornaments, parties and presents - all these things help to kick
off “the most wonderful time of year” beginning soon after Thanks-
giving. Come Dec. 26, however, for many, the decorations become a
nuisance and Christmas trees are out on the curb for pickup. Thank
goodness for our Catholic faith because for us, Christmas is just
beginning! Mary didn’t say “may it be done to me” only to forget
about it the next day. No, in the coming months, the Blessed Mother
nurtured the baby Jesus in her womb, anticipating the arrival of her
firstborn and the Son of God. And on that blessed Christmas night,
her work as the Mother of God was only just beginning. So, as we
anticipate the arrival of the Christ Child, we are joyful that our Christ-
mas season continues until we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord on
January 8. Let us use this time to draw closer to God and make every

effort in the new year to do his will.

SING Angels, announce with shouts of mirth / Christ who brings new life to earth. / Set every peak and valley humming / With the word, the

Lord is coming. / People, look east and sing today: / Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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4 /ﬂé’/'(’/." Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas is almost here! Isn't it exciting? It's like
when it's getting really close to your birthday, except that
people all over the world are going to be celebrating
Christmas! We should help make Jesus' birthday as

HERE. I'LL HELP
You PICK UP

special as we can!

| C AN WASH

THE SINK If your family has
| an Advent wreath,
today all four of the
candles will be lit.
This represents the
light of Jesus coming
closer and getting brighter. .I-c:-,u:» 1s
the light of the world. If we want to make Christmas
beautiful, then we should make our own lives shine with
the love of Jesus.
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Does your family have a Christmas
tree? Are there lights on 1t? Do you
have Christmas lights on your house?
All the little lights you see can
represent all the people whose lives
are lit up with the love of God. Or
maybe they can represent all the good
things you can do to brighten up other
people's lives! Think of some things you can do
to love God and bring His love to your family and your
friends and neighbours this Christmas!
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December 24th, 2023
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What did the angel Gabriel say J.f;- Ma:y
What did she reply to him?
Look in the mirror to find out!
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