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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Can you hear it? The voice crying out in the desert? While John

the Baptist was the one literally proclaiming, from the desert, the
coming of the Lord, we should listen for echoes of his message
today. John foretold that Jesus - the Father’s Incarnate Son - was
on his way to redeem the world. Through Jesus’ passion and death,
the gates of heaven were flung open so all who believe in him would
have eternal life. This is the Good News he proclaimed then, and the
Church proclaims today: Christ has come! Christ has died, Christ is
risen, and Christ will come again. This is what we prepare for in Ad-
vent - to celebrate, on Christmas day, Christ’s coming into the world,
and that he will one day return in glory. The Lord gives comfort to
his people in his words, and in his presence to us in the Eucharist:
“According to his promise we await new heavens and a hew earth in
which righteousness dwells.” So, trust in the Lord, remain vigilant,
and take heed of the voices that remind us to “prepare the way of
the Lord.”

December 10, 2023 | Second Sunday of Advent

Is 40:1-5,9-11 | 2 Pt 3:8-14 | Mk 1:1-8

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISCIPINE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Each year, we are given the gift of Advent. It is a season that invites
us to slow down, reflect on the gift of Jesus and prepare to celebrate
the Nativity of the Lord. Ironically, though, it happens at one of the
most frenzied times of the year as we rush to keep up with cook-

ie baking, tree decorating and merry-making. Advent is short - it
includes four Sundays but can be three to four weeks long depend-
ing on the weekday upon which Christmas falls - and it sometimes
doesn’t seem long enough to truly prepare our hearts. This year
Advent is three weeks and a day - so we are close to reaching the
midway point, which is a good time to ask ourselves: How tuned

in are we to John the Baptist’s message? If we feel like we’re being
carried along in a wave of consumerism, it’s not too late to make a
course correction. We can step away from the fray and carve out
time to enjoy the stillness of Advent and truly listen to the voice
crying out in the desert.

SING Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, / One more seed is planted there: / Give up your strength the seed to nourish, / That in course

the flower may flourish. / People, look east and sing today: / Love, the rose, is on the way.
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“THE EARTH COULD EXIST MORE
WITHOUT THE SUN THAN WITHOUT THE
SACRIFICE OF THE MASS.”

-- St. Padre Pio
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Second Sunday of Advent
Prepare the Way of the Lord!

| The readings in today's Mass

-, remind us that we are preparing
for the coming of Jesus. The
first reading says, "A voice
cries out in the desert, 'Prepare

the way of the Lord!"" Saint Paul,

in the second reading, tells us to conduct ourselves

in holiness and devotion, waiting for the day of the

Lord.

In the Gospel reading we
hear about Saint John the Baptist
preparing the people for the coming
of Christ.

What can we do to prepare for
the coming of Jesus, which we
remember especially at Christmas?

YOu'RE BEIMG
SuUcH & GOODE
HELPER! %

First, we should try to be holy like Saint Paul
says. We should pray and do good. Then, we should
make sure that we have repented of all our
sins, like Saint John the Baptist taught
the people. Finally, we should tell
people about Jesus! The first reading
tells us, "Fear not to cry out and say to
the cities of Judah: Here is your God!"

asndegg o wyop weg afed wogy o1 pasuy
[ FUILIOD S YRISSA[A 2] SpUL] PIoy, (fF YBIES] 0] SI2M5Uy

www. thekidsbulletin.com

Blessed Anthony Grassi

December 13

ANTHONY
GRASSI WAS
BORM IN ITALY
IN 1592. HE
BECAME A
PRIEST AT
THE ORATORY
OF SAINT
PHILIP NERI,
WHOM HE
GREATLY
ADMIRED.

P & HE WAS A HOLY PRIEST AND
AN TOLD PEOPLE HOW IMPOR-
Y, TANT THE MASS IS.

HE HEARD CONFES-
SIONS FOR MANY
HOURS AND HELPED
MANY PEOPLE RETURN
TO GOD.

iz I

s @
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OMCE HE WAS STRUCK BY- 7 SAINT
LIGHTNING THERE, BUT . ANTHONY
ALTHOUGH HIS CLOTHES WE DIED IN 1671,

- SURROUNDED
BY BROTHER
PRIESTS AND
TH

BURNT, HE WAS FINE! —gcun

& ‘F..‘-_"‘.

E
# ARCHBISHOP.

- ;1'\ R

BLESSED ANTHONY HAD A GREAT DEVOTION TO OUR LADY AND
OFTEN VISITED HER SHRINE AT LORETO. DOES YOUR CHURCH
HAVE A STATUE OF QUR LADY THAT YOU CAN PAY A LITTLE VISIT
TO? PRAY OFTEN TO OUR BLESSED MOTHER- SHE WILL ALWAYS
HELP US GROW CLOSER TO HER SON JESUS.

thekidsbulletinf@gmail.com

December 10, 2023

The Kids' Bulletin

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10th, 2023
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What did God send before Jesus to prepare the
people for His coming?
Connect the dots to find out!

ISAIAH 40 WORD-FIND
AZIONBOSOMTH
RTESOELMLORD
MIGHTHAERUSJ
SDRECOMPENSE
SISPILBSWTFR
TNAHHDSAAALU _
RGGENTLYRIOS Friemodein
ESARIFEEDNCA iodaysirs
NSTDCCARRYKL "™gnhe
GOHMJUDAHINE [renusete
TBEFOREHTIGHM reftovertofilin
HGRULESYOUNG  [feplanks

Get you up to a HIGH MOUNTAIN, O ZION,
herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with
STRENGTH, O JERUSALEM, herald of good
TIDINGS, lift it up, fear NOT; SAY to the cities
of JUDAH, "BEHOLD your God!" Behold, the
LORD GOD comes with MIGHT, and his arm
RULES for him; behold, his REWARD is with
him, and his RECOMPENSE BEFORE him.
He will FEED his FLOCK like a SHEPHERD,
he will GATHER the LAMBS in his ARMS, he
will CARRY them in his BOSOM, and GENTLY
LEAD those that are with YOUNG.
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Testifying to the Light
This Sunday's Gospel reading tells us that John
We know that Jesus is the Light of Truth that sh
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whatever is necessary to |l ook for Jesus so that
We've all experienced times when Jesus seems di s
has opened your eyes to his presence? Whose Vvoic
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What kind of a voice do you have? Because we hayv
handle trials, revealing our faith in Jesus, is
more peace we have and the more | ove that we givV
Even i f our vocal chords do not utter a single w
the I'ight. The better we |Iive the truth, the | ou
What people choose to do with our message I s up
choice.
Questions for Personal Refl ection:
How has your | ife been changed by your faith in
overcome? This iIs your testimony! Write a couple
prepare you so that you can explain it to others
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
How has the Spirit of the Lord anointed yol
poor (i .e., the financially poor or the emc
brokenhearted? How has God used you to pr oy
How are these a testimony that teach ot her ¢
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