St. Ignatius Loyola RC Church, Hicksville, NY

Wish you all a very Happy

} Solemnity of
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

@) Come Jev s cAdeye Hin

May we see the star of Jesus, and follow Him all the days of our lives
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January 7, 2024, The Epiphany of The Lord
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The Epiphany of The Lord

January 7, 2024

One Minute

Meditations

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Born at Troves, France in 1620, St
Marguerite
consecrated
herself to God
5 and became
a missionary.
A friend
introduced her to the mayor
of Ville Marie (now Montreal )
in Canada and, on his
invitation, traveled 1o the New
World 1o teach. With several
others, she founded the
Congregation of Notre-Dame
de Montreal - a
non-cloistered teaching order
that was formally approved in
157 6. By her death in 1700,
she was called “Mother of the
Colony.”

fo—

January is the month during
which our Church celebrates
life. This is when we take time
to recognize that we are all
reflections of God and have
great value in His eyes from the
) moment of conception to a
)

}} Celebrate life

| natural death. Celebrating life
means being pro-human every
day of the year.

"For behold, T oreate new
heavens and a@ new
earth; and the former
things shall not be
| remembered or

come tnio
mind [ 1saiah

i (opyright 2004 Sucoess Peblishing & Media, LLL

This year, don’t neglect “the one thing needful”

When 5t. Martha complained to
lesus that her sister, Mary, was sitting
at His feet instead of helping to host
Him, He corrected Martha for
neglecting the “one thing ...
needful” (Luke 10:42) j
- intimacy with
Him. In the New
Year, resolve not o
neglect the “one
thing needful”
and remain
intimate with
Him.

Build an
“inner chapel.”
While on mission
in the world, St.
Catherine of Siena
maintained an “inner chapel” in her
soul 1o speak with God, heart to
heart. Jesus urged us to do the same
(Matthew 6:6). Shut out the world for
a while and take refuge in your inner
chapel every day.

Sit at His feet. Mary believed in
Jesus and gave Him her best. He must

be our hope, our salvation, our all.

This is absolutely necessary.
Encounter Him in
others. Mother Teresa
said, “Until you can
hear Jesus in the
silence of your own
heart, you will not
be able to hear Him
saying 'l thirst’ in
the hearts of the
poor.” The closer we
grow to God, the
better we'll “see”
and love Him in
others.
Serve Him.
Although Mary wasn't
waiting on Christ like Martha, she was
ministering to him in a deeper and
truer sense. No one serves Christ better
than by hearing His Words and doing
His will.

Why DO
catholics

Although sinless Himself, Jesus
allowed 5t. John the Baptist to
baptize Him to “fulfill all
righteousness [ Matthew
3:15). By this action,
lesus signaled His
willingness to take
away our sins by His
death and bring us new
life by His Resurrection. It

Why was Jesus
was baptized?

was also by His baptism
that Jesus instituted
Baptism as a Sacrament -
the Sacrament by which
we're sanctified and
recreated as children of
God. We are mystically
baptized into Jesus’
death, to be raised by
Him in glory.
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Growing in Faith™ Page 2

Reclaim the Name

January is the month traditionally devoted to
honoring the holy name of Jesus. What can we do to_gem
reclaim reverence for His name in a culture that
considers it to be just another word?

Bow your head. “At the name of Jesus every
kenee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth”({Philippians 2:10). Make a slight,
reverent nod whenever you hear Jesus' name in
public, in conversation, on TV or in movies.

Offer a prayer. Don't hesitate to ask others not
to misuse God's or Jesus' names. If they don't

respond, offer a prayer of reparation: °I kneel before
Thee and offer Thee reparation; | would make
amends for all the blasphemies uttered against Thy
holy name.®
Don't normalize blasphemy. Curate the
media you watch, listen to, or sing along
with. Avoid songs, shows, or movies in
which Jesus's name is disrespected. We are
called to strive for holiness, not worldliness.
Maore importantly, it's a way to give Christ the
reverence and love He is due.

from .
CI'lIJtll re

In this Gospel passage, Jesus and
His apostles entered the synagogue at
Capernaum where Jesus taught those
gathered on the Sabbath. It was
customary for learned teachers o say,
“Thus says the Lord..."
Instead Jesus said, “1 say
to you ..." He taught as
one who spoke with the
authority of God.

His calm authority
astounded Jesus’
listeners. Just as they began
to wonder what it meant, He gave
them a sign. He further
demonstrated His authority by
performing an exorcism. Spirits that
bedeviled an unfortunate man at the
synagogue recognized who Jesus was.

Mark 1:21-28, What
God says happens

They were forced to obey Him when
He commanded them to depan,

; despite their reluctance.
In fact, God's power and
authority isn't just a
formality. What God
says, happens.

Owur kind and gentle
Savior is also our
powerful and
awesome Lord. As the
Second Person of the
Trinity, Jesus has
supreme majesty and

we will ane day appear before Him
to be judged. Yes, He is our divine
savior and mediator. But if we say,
“Jesus is Lord,” then we give Him our
loyalty and obedience.

Q What to do
& when prayer
A feels flat.

*1 just don't feel close 1o God.” “Is
He really listening?” In fact, God is
constantly pursuing us in love, wanting
to share His joy with us [ Catechism of
the Catholic Church, #1). Yet, even the
most passionate prayer life can feel flat
sometimes. Try these tips to keep
prayer fresh:

Cultivate gratitude.
Although God never
abandons us, factors like

health or mood can affect

our prayer. St. Alphonsus
Liguori recommended, “Often recall
the loving way in which [God] has
acted toward you.” Reviewing our
blessings helps us appreciate God's
lowe for us over time.

Don't wait to ask for help. God's

January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God. When we
celebrate this feast, we honor Mary, but
also acknowledge Jesus as true God and
true Man.

January § — Baptism of the Lord [1st
Century). Jesus began His public
ministry by getting baptized by St. John
the Baptist. Jesus was to be baptized to
“fulfall all rightecusness” (Matthew
3:15). This was also when God reveals
Jesus as His "beloved Son” (Matthew
3:17).

January 26 — St Paula (404). After

her husband - a Roman senator named
Toxotius — died, St. Paula gave up her
wealthy lifestyle for the Gospel,
devoting herself to prayer, poverty, and
charitable works. She also befriended
and supporned St. Jerome in translating
the Vulgate.

January 31 - 5t John Bosco (1888).
Mowved by the plight of the voung
abandoned boys in Rome, 5t John
opened the Oratory of St Francis de
Sales and provided workshops for
them in shoemaking and =
tailoring In 1859, he
founded the Salesians
who were committed
o education and
mission work.

heart is always opened to us. "Good”
prayer happens when we're honest
with Him. This is an exercise of faith,
which He generously rewards.

Treat Him with love. God wants a
relationship of love, respect, and
faithfulness with each of us. If prayer
feels empty, try treating God with the
lowve, consideration, and tenderness you
give and receive from those closest to
you. It will make a difference!

L L]
Our Mission
To prowide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living,

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and PMantners in Faith™
[540)662-TE44 [540)662-T847 fax
htpe) v growinginfanh.oom
[l il Bilde qjuiobes and relenesoes ane (nam
the Fusvisanl Suandaed Versiom and the Mew American Eihle]

1 Cogyright 2024 Suceess Publishing & Media, LLC
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pPRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

It’s interesting how an event can be interpreted by different people.
God’s revelation of himself in the birth of the child Jesus is clearly

one such event. The Magi, Gentiles from the east, had heard of this
“newborn king of the Jews” and undertook a long and arduous journey
to see him and offer him homage. They were edified and eager in their
search. Herod, himself a king - of the Jews - did not have the same
reaction. The very thought of this “newborn king” threatened him and
filled him with rage and suspicion. In this moment in human history, the
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles (i.e., the Epiphany) unveils the
truth of God's redemptive work for all of creation to be reconciled to
himself. This truth has been accepted and rejected throughout time,
and our celebration of this feast gives us an opportunity to give thanks
in a focused and particular way for our acceptance of it - to give
thanks for the gift of our faith. Perhaps it is even a moment for us to
have our own, colloquial epiphany: an “aha moment,” where we once
again truly understand the depth of God’s love for us.

January 7, 2024 | The Epiphany of the Lord

Is 60:1-6 | Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 | Mt 2:1-12

Written by
THE
EATTHEUL
DIGCIPLE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

The Magi, the Gentiles from the east, were changed after their
encounter with the Christ Child; they were warned not to return to
Herod and they obeyed and took a different route home. In today’s
second reading, St. Paul says it has been revealed that Gentiles are
“coheirs, members of the same body” - the body of Christ. Just as
the magi were forever changed by their journey, so must we be. Their
journey is a model for us, but we do not have to seek Christ in the
world as they did; he is here with us, in Word and in the Eucharist.
The Incarnation of Jesus is pure gift to our weary, troubled world. As
we heard in Isaiah, “rise up! ... [our] light has come, the glory of the
Lord shines upon [us].” As the Magi followed the light of the star, let
us rise to the occasion and respond to God’s light in our world by
recognizing the good gifts God gives us each day. And then thank
him for his enduring presence in our lives.

PRAY Lord God of heaven and earth, | you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star ... | Fill us with the light

of Christ, | that our concern for others may reflect your love. | We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

(from USCCB Epiphany prayer for blessing of home)
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OF ALL DEVOTIONS,
THAT OF ADORING JESUS
IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
IS THE GREATEST,
AFTER THE SACRAMENTS,
THE ONE DEAREST TO GOD
AND THE ONE MOST
HELPFUL TO US.
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The Magﬁ Come to Worship Jesus

Todav we celebrate the feast of
the Epiphany, which is when the
Magi, or wise men, of the East
came to find and worship Baby
Jesus. They travelled for
many weeks across harsh
country to find the new King,
bringing their best treasures
to give to Him.

Where did these men find the baby King? Not in
Jerusalem in the palace, with riches and servants! They
found Him in a little town, in a house with just His
mother, Mary. But they still knew Wheo the Baby was, so
they bowed down to Him and gave Him their treasures,

The wise men teach us that we can honour God in all
sorts of places. Jesus is there when you help ordinary
people and poor people. He is honoured when you pray at
a little nativity scene. Like the wise
men, we should give

our very best to
Jesus no matter
where He is.
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thekidsbulletina@gmail. com

Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys
January 12

MARGUERITE WHEM SHE WAS 20, SHE WAS
BOURGEOCYS IM A PROCESSION IN HOMOUR
WAS BORN IN OF OUR LADY WHEN SHE FELT
1620 IN CALLED TO THE SERVICE OF
TROYES,

FRAMCE.
SHE Was T
THE SI1XTH

(OF TWELWE

(CHILDREM IN v my
A MIDDLE [P 4s God Nke Ler..

CLASS FAMILY.

SHE JQINED & GROUP
(OF WOMEN THAT
TAUGHT THE POOR
CHILDREM OF TROYES,
Tome 4=t Calruchiinl

THERE SHE HELPED

WITH BUILDING A
CHAPEL AND HAD THE
CROSS Ol MOLINT-
ROYAL REBUILT.

S0O0N SHE Was .
ASKED TO HELFP AT A
NEW SETTLEMEMNT,
NOW MONTREAL .

SHE TAUGHT THE YOUNG
(WOMEN WHO CAME TO
CANADA TO MARRY AND RAISE
FAMILIES.

MANY OTHER
WOMEN
JOINED HER
WORK. AFTER
MARGUERITE
RETIRED, THE
CONGREGA-
TION OF
NOTRE-DAME
WAS GIVEN
OFFICIAL

® APPROVAL,

SAINT MARGUERITE DIED AT THE AGE OF 80. SHE HAD HELPED
THE PEOQPLE OF THE NEW SETTLEMENT S0 MUCH THAT THEY
CALLED HER "THE MOTHER OF THE COLONY." SHE TAUGHT THE
FAITH TO THE MOTHERS BECAUSE SHE KMNEW THAT THEY WOULD
BE THE FIRST ONES TO TEACH THE FAITH TO THEIR CHILDREN.

thekidstulletin@ gmail com

The Kids' Bulletin

Epiphany Sunday

January 7th, 2024
Here is the story of the Wise Men,
with pictures fo make i fun to read!

el
- -

saw a special = ‘KF in the

sky. They followed it to find the

Long ago,

newborn But first they came to

Herod, and asked him if he knew where the

a would be born. He asked the priests,
wh-::- told him the% would be born in

Bethlehem. So the went, and found the

whcre the %

were staving. They knelt before the

and His mother,

baby#H3 and gave him theirg &)

frankincense and myrrh.

EPIPHANY CROSS-WORD

Fill in the banks in the story io
Sind the words for the puzzle! |1 |
4

Around the time that
(2d) was
born, some wise men
from the (Ha)
saw In the sky a
special (9a) at -
(13d) rising, and
followed it to =
(11a) the new- 3
bom Saviour. First
theyv came to
Jerusalem where
(10d) went to
ask {15a) Herod - ;
if he knew where the new
King would be born.

(12d) Herod did not know, he called the priests and
scribes, who told them that the Baby would be born in
(18a). Then Herod told a (17d) and
said that he wanted 1o go and honour the Baby King too,
and told the men to return once they had found him and
tell him where the Baby was. The men were

(7d) when they found Jesus with his
maother (4d), and they did him homage, giving
their gifis of {16a). (1d)

and (4a). But __ (3d)
night an angel appeared  (6a)
¥ them and told them to
" (14a) go home
by another road, since King
(5d)y wanted 1o kill
Baby Jesus.

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola

We invite... ,
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Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.



