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With joy we welcome all to worship God. Let us
lift up our minds, hearts and spirits to our
loving and merciful God, from whom all good
things come, and thank and praise Him.
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pray, sTUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

| have 20/15 vision. | can see things in the distance as well as close
up. But that doesn’t mean | can see everything perfectly. Because of
a difference in how each eye focuses, | can’t find those hidden images
in “magic eye” posters, and forget trying to watch a 3D movie! Seeing
all things perfectly is not something many of us could claim, including
Peter. And yet, with God’s help, he understands a vision God gave
to him: “In truth,” Peter says, “| see that God shows no partiality.
Rather, in every nation, whoever fears him and acts uprightly is
acceptable to him.” Through God’s mercy and Jesus’ redemptive
cross, the kingdom of God has been prepared for all peoples. God’s
saving power has been revealed. With faith, and the help of the Holy
Spirit in living out the commandments, we can fix our eyes on Christ

- the revelation of God’s love who came into the world that we might
have life through him.
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PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

So much information comes to us every day, in all forms of media,
there are now even shortcuts to the shortcuts for grasping the con-
tent. My personal favorite is the abbreviation, “TL; DR” which means.
“too long, didn’t read.” Some might claim that we are dumbing dow:
our culture with this type of shorthand notation, or we could argue
that clear, concise, and straightforward is simply best. And that is
what Jesus gives us today in his one commandment: “Love one
another as | love you.” He offers commentary for the commandment
and gives reasons for why he is telling it to us, but the crux of it
cannot be missed: love one another. It is a commandment both sim-
ple, yet complex; easy, yet at times exponentially difficult to live. So
Jesus provides the key to fulfilling it by saying, “remain in my love’
[emphasis mine]. Faithfulness to a sacramental life and participation ir
communal living give us the grace to remain in that love - which in

turn transforms and enables us to share that love with others.

PRAY To honor the celebration of Mother's Day, pray the Rosary today for the intentions of our mothers, for those who have been

motherly influences to us, and for those who long to be mothers.

Thought of]_

NI f
Mot her s ho oale
chilc“mlrhaannds ﬂHear
B hT U P e e’ T 0h

Saint éguot e

you put all t

N4eragn LN i« e st -l
t of Maryofor he
-St Loui s Mari e

Pray as though everything depended on God

Act as though everything depended on you.



ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola

ey

r .‘?7‘(. 2

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

May 6, 2021
Dear Nurses of Long Island:

In this last year, no one was left unaffected by the trials and tribulations of the COVID-19 pandemic,
but nurses, in a most profound way, were at the frontline from the very beginning, have been there
during the darkest hours, and will be there to the very end. | am most grateful for the dedication of
every nurse in our Diocese of Rockville Centre who, called to duty in these unprecedented times.
demonstrated the grace, strength, and perseverance that epitomizes the Nursing profession and our
Christian duty to care for the sick and suffering.

But it is more than just the last year. I thank every one of you in our hospitals, nursing homes and
rehabilitation centers, home care environments, hospices, primary care and specialty clinics, schools,
and most especially in our Catholic Health system, for giving selflessly, throughout your careers, and
bringing Christ’s compassion and consolation to so many. I thank you for seeing the beauty and dignity
of the human person in every patient you serve.

In the last year, | know how so many of you, painfully aware of the dangers you faced with an unknown
infection, bravely donned full body Personal Protective Equipment to minister to the sick and dying in
our hospitals, nursing homes and private residences. But I also know of the less-chronicled times you
have been away from your own families for extended shifts during a snowstorm or hurricane, when
you have brought cheer with a small token of love for a lonesome patient, when you have listened or
prayed with a family member, and when you have rejoiced over the news of a cure or recovery. At the
same time, you have been there to comfort, console, and accompany many patients and their families
through difficult times. You have been at the foot of the Cross.

It is for these qualities of character, this deep commitment, and these sacrifices whether small or heroic.
that we know those who enter the field of Nursing have a special vocation: to bring Christ to the
bedside, to heal the wounds of the body. and more importantly, those of the soul.

And so, as we mark National Nurses Week, it is with the sincerest gratitude that | thank you for all you
do to serve God’s people here on Long Island, for bearing witness to His call to love our neighbor: “For
the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”” (Gal
5:14). Nursing, in its purest form, manifests this truth articulated by Pope Benedict XV1 in Caritas in
Veritate: “everything has its origin in God's love, everything is shaped by it, everything is directed
towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it is his promise and our hope.”

May God bless you in your dedicated work and in your heroic sacrifices and charity.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ <. émﬁa——_____

ost Reverend John O. Barres
ishop of Rockville Centre

Post Office Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571-9023 * phone 516.678.5800 ¢ fax 516.678.3138 » bishopsoffice@drvc.org
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