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With joy we welcome all to worship God. Let us
lift up our minds, hearts and spirits to our
loving and merciful God, from whom all good
things come, and thank and praise Him.
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April 4, 2021 — Easter Sunday
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. Clergy Corner I” » '

My dear St. Ilgnatius Pari s, ﬁ}'

Al leluia ! ChriwWe absorsay | mi
] iThis is the day the Lord & us
It. Wish you al/l a very Happy an t er
t he amazemerst Refs uQurre cLtoirodn . Today| e t
al | Chri sthaastf eafst aEh g therast Qur | h av
meani ng, I f Chri st was not resu ar e
Sunday wefimtédkEebdbasseeach Sunday eL as
has resurrected from the dead, w¢ e d
Easter Sunday readings show the ?)owér “resurr
our | ives, which should transform us into His w
transformed and filled with hope and coufabgeedol
Easter is all about Heaven, and we are al/l | ook
this wultimate destiny Jesus has won for wus.
Al'l the four Gospels revolve around the Passion,
2000 year s, it has not | ost its significance:. I
going beyond all barriers of age, gender and: na
suffering is as old as human history. The [ iife
consoles and comforts Tthhee Be®epi@) Chr AsSRi twhiudH ea
for the Bathion dpmihascei nmetahnes y e ar odoaft i onugr slycsrtde m: s h
of the |ife of Jesus Chri st to the extent o f
ministry, death, andiftruersnuirnodgerptaviomtl sb f hiChtrosy. aTle
Jesus Chri st fododtnfiteesle parasuonecti on reminds us
the | ast word of our I|ives. When we realize ho
|l i fe changes, and we start to live |ife dif\aer
over come our enemy the devil, and his constiant
essence, and |ive as hopeless peopl e.
Our Lord Himself strengthens us through the Sacr
t he Rosary, Di vine Mercy Chaplet and other devol
of Jesus fresh, and | i3vpemoirn tthhei sDihvo pnee. Melrecays hj ac
started on Good Friday, which we wil/| continue
Mercy Sunday. Let us remember Hi s | ov e, mer.cy
t hroughout our | ives and extend it to the peaopl e
I thank Bishop Henning for gracing the Easter Vi
M Romero for celebrating Holy Week | iturgies f¢
candidates and thank al/l their sponsors and vol u
week more meaningful, especially my & eGuiowd Pr Alet
er s, Usher s, Lector s, E Ms , Music Ministry and ot
pecially Mike, who | ed the project to make the t
I n Jesus and Mary,
Fr.Shibi Pappan

Pray as though everything depended on God; Act as though everything depended on you.



ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ienatius of Loyola

INTERESTINGGYMBOLSOF CHRISTIANITYRELATEDTO EASTER

1. Theivi ¢ggagdnme s f r om tihiegadwaitiacrh fmearkd 6 ul ness ", and
feast the evening before the fE&astedasyiOdieAwd grid,i
the ,Leomdl reminds those attending the vigil tg st
OQur Lord. This year we had the privilege of Bi st
Mass, we enter into the Easter Season which Il ast

2 ThRaschal i $r c dvoasfimfuedre dilohye Saowirtdlaya bi g Eaedteerr a;
fiLecernarEam) ewhfcherepresentis Chri tu'ts i Rlees U rhree
by a priest at the beginning of the Easter Vigil

rites, with the great fire of Easter. From t hat
their candles from this Paschal Candle. The 1| igh
the Ilight who i1l luminates the path of es.
3 3. Each year, a new Pascha m.
i's I'it during the Easter Ss
color to show t HPasglhraili ¥Cg .
represkRessr tdhet ecdan@hisios te a at |
on it, is all about Jesus S
Cromms it r endiensduss uwlsi etdh ato r he
and that we have to carr |y
with Our Heavenly Father, s
tion. The first and | afsltp of

() and (OYetga s¢Cmbbbtzas t
and .efnfjde ais t hen markedesosr emi Madst &r
of et,eronfi tayl | ti med$, vienglr @d inmdg otemi $ C
g=f or med i ntaor ewaixn snearitlesd i nto fheecand
swounds af OGthreirstt han these, there ca
which symbolizes Jesus as the Lamb

The Paschal Cand%7e&€k 0T ulrh & nfuirrfesht t wo clh@X)

anrdh(oP) . The Paschal Candl e 7i us

for the years 20¢& &Q&@%%e cti me of baptism ano
4. The flag in the hand of Jesus shows the victor
suffering, on a white background.
5. Easter |lily represents the burial an rec
for 3 or more years before becoming a ul
message that Jesus ipBvhirtosbeend apo sitsl eosf t r'roe
white color symbolizes the purity of C wh o
homes and churches are adorned with th ter
6. Easter egg symbolizes the empty tomb of Jesus
They are colored red to symbolize the blood Jesu
resurrection. Another reason is that earlier chu
allowing them to be consumed again on Easter.
7. One theory behind the origin of the Easter b u
used the bunny which was the symbol of their ¢
Jesus, as it fell on the same time as the pagan

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.
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DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE Easter 2021

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Lord is truly risen, Alleluia! Around the world and across Long Island, we proclaim this
marvelous truth. Good news is ours. Sin and death have been vanquished. Christ has conquered.
God is victorious!

In light of the suffering and death of the past year, how blessed we are to behold again the Mystery
of the Resurrection. These months have been dark and bleak. They have been long and challenging.
Yet, as we encounter Easter 2021, we are reminded that God has the final word. Indeed, Light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:5). This Light, Jesus Christ,
illumines our path. He gives hope. As the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council said:

Through Christ and in Christ, the riddles of sorrow and death grow meaningful. Apart from His
Gospel, they overwhelm us. Christ has risen, destroying death by His death; He has lavished life
upon us so that...we can cry out in the Spirit: Abba, Father.'

With significant challenges facing us still on Long Island and across the globe, with darkness still
afoot, perhaps the joy of Easter is difficult to embrace. Our hearts maybe like those of the disciples
who went on Easter dawn to anoint the Lord’s body. At the strange sight of an empty tomb and an
apparently absent Jesus, instead of experiencing immediate joy, they were confused and distressed.
Only in seeing the Lord face to face did they come to embrace His rising from the dead.

Like Mary Magdalene and the other disciples, we need to see Christ alive among us. We need to
see the Resurrection in our midst. So, this Easter, let us ask, “Where is Christ alive?”

Christ is alive in the countless frontline workers, civil servants, and medical professionals who
have served so faithfully and so heroically this past year. Their sacrificial love and Good
Samaritan-willingness to help neighbors in need radiate the Lord Jesus!

Christ is alive in the catechumens who have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation at the Easter Vigil. Their reception of the Sacraments reminds us of the power of our
own Baptism — where each of us has died with Christ and risen with Him to new life.

Above all, Christ is alive in His risen and glorified presence in the Eucharist and in the
transforming power of His Body and Blood that we receive in the celebration of the Mass. Christ

! Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et Spes (December 7,
1965), 22, in The Documents of Vatican Council II (St. Paul’s Publications, 2009).

Pray as though everything depended on God; Act as though everything depended on you.
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is alive, and therefore the Church is alive. The Eucharist is the source of this life — and its power
has become perhaps more evident than ever, after months of separation from the weekly and daily
celebration of the Mass. Together, we recall the disciples’ recognition of Jesus following the
Resurrection at Emmaus in the opening of the Scriptures and the breaking of the Bread. We are
grateful for the many ways in which our parishes and schools have continued to foster creatively
this Emmaus experience on Long Island, both in-person and virtually. May we continue to
recognize the Sunday Eucharist as the source from which the life of the Resurrected Christ bursts
forth into the world.

At his Sunday Angelus on January 3, 2021, Pope Francis beautifully reminded us of Christ’s
continued presence in our midst:

“I like to think that when the Lord prays to the Father for us, he does not merely speak: he shows
him the wounds of the flesh, he shows him the wounds he suffered for us. This is Jesus: with his
flesh he is the intercessor, he wanted to bear even the signs of suffering. Jesus, with his flesh, is
before the Father. Indeed, the Gospel says that He came to dwell among us . He did not come to
visit us, and then leave; He came to dwell with us, to stay with us.”?

May we continue to encounter the presence of Jesus Christ who dwells in and through His Church.
May we continue to experience signs of His Resurrection even amidst the challenges and crosses
we embrace, and may this encounter continue to fill our hearts, so that our voices can confidently
cry out: The Lord is truly risen! Alleluia!

? Francis, Angelus, 3 January, 2021. http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/202 | /documents/papa-
francesco_angelus_20210103.html
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Concilio Vaticano !
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