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Clergy Corner
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more and more people coming back to churchl ar
parish. We had organized a great <celebratijon
Barres, Vener adrioaimodocRiedli cand IMevie night] wi
the hard work of Activities Committee and v
unf at homabl e mercy and | ovefefver yHHihs ngarfiosh t d
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entertainments. While preparing for this elver
as ttwel fth Pastor of .Sh. onderati aosawdi d otywd ac
decided to combi nel bwitlhl elvenisst affeethBongse
Bi shop Hdndniamrge. wel come to the installatiop a
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I n Jesus and Mary,

Fr.Shibi Pappan

Parish Mission Statement : We Belleve, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.

|



Twerthy rd Sunday in Ordinary Ti me September

Sept. 5, 2021 | Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Witnly
THE

Is 35:4-7a | Jas 2:1-5 | Mk7:31-37 FAITHFUL
DISEIRIE

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pray, sTupy, ENGAGE, SERVE GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT
Our oldest son is deaf. | vividly remember watching him notice

sounds for the first time in the days after his cochlear implant was Mark spares no detail in describing Jesus’ encounter with the deaf

activated: the “caw” of a crow, a doorbell, the low rumble of the man who had a speech impediment. Jesus places a finger in his ear
furnace kicking in. Our job as parents was to provide a running com-

mentary to help him understand the meaning of each sound that so
many of us take for granted: “See the birds? That is a crow!” “Your
dad is home.” “The heat is coming on.” I'm reminded of those early
days when | read Mark’s account of Jesus restoring hearing to the
deaf man. While most of us can hear, so often we take the sounds all
around us for granted or relegate them to background noise - in-

and spits, touching his tongue, then utters the word “Ephphatha!
(“Be opened”) Immediately, the man can hear and speak clearly.
When listening to this reading, | often focus on the man’s hearing.
But Jesus also cured the man’s speech impediment, which | think
indicates we're not supposed to just hear God's word, we are to
speak to it, and speak of it. Once we allow Jesus to open our ears

cluding the Scripture we hear at Mass each week. As Bishop Robert and hearts to the Good News, shating it will begin to come naturally.
Barron writes, “This deaf man stands for all of us who do not hear There may still be times when our Catholic tongues feel tied, but
the word of God, who have grown oblivious to it.” As we listen to “Be strong, fear not!” Jesus will give us the words.

today’s readings, we can ask Jesus to open our ears and our hearts

to the word of God.

ACTIONS Next time you take a drive, listen to the day’s Scripture readings. Ask Jesus to open your ears and hearts to his words and show
you how best to share them with others. And most teachers would agree: The more senses we engage, the more we take in. If you have trouble

e
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following the readings at Mass, open your missalette and read along silently.

Thought of Saint equot e
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The Marian
Dogmas

ST. IGNATIAN YEAR CORNER

l gnatian spirituality

St . l gnatius had a strong

from-sai zZleed est at ue of -sligznealt a thisk cjr a c
of Mary attired in flowing bl
(picture given here). Througho

to become more |ike her Son,
contempl atedshaw' 8i § Magdakena
hanging in the family castl e,
mentioned i n an earlier

made the commitment to become
dagger down in surrender bef or ¢
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magisterium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ineffabilis_Deus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immaculate_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God-man_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Martin_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lateran_Council_of_649
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Vatican_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Vatican_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dormition_of_the_Mother_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dormition_of_the_Mother_of_God

Twefthy r d

Sunday in

Or di

nary Ti

me September

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

September 2021

One Minute
Meditations

Make time
Life can be so busy
that it becomes
impossible to find

jw time to pray. Instead

—

we have 1o make time 1o

pray. If we make time for
God, he will help us find the
time we need for everything
clse

Face forward
Continually reliving the

past prevents us from
looking ahead with hope.
Follow St. Paul’s example:
*Just one thing: forgetting what
lies behind but straining forward
to what lies ahead, | continue
my pursuit toward the goal, the
prize of God's upward calling, in
Christ Jesus™ (Philippians
3:13-14).

Our Lady of Sorrows
On September 15th we
commemorate Our Lady of
Sorrows. The title refers to
Simeon’s prediction that Mary
would experience sorrows as if
*... you yourself a sword will
| pierce” (Luke 2:35). Her
greatest sorrow may have been
watching her son
dic on the Cross
If we ever want
someone who
understands our
difficulties, we
have only to pray
to Mary.

“Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Society tells us that happiness
comes from having the perfect
spouse, the perfect
home, the perfect job,
and the perfect
body. Without all
that, happiness
isn't possible.
Consider this:

God's way
leads to
perfection. Adam
and Eve were in
Paradise until
society convinced
them that by
eating a piece of
fruit, they could
become perfect and be even happier
Had they listened to God instead, their
lives would have stayed perfect.

Only God loves perfectly.
Sometimes we fear that showing our
failings to others will lessen their
regard. The more perfect we appear, the

© Copynghe 2027 Seccass Piiding & Mada LiL

can never lose or lessen God's
love. He loves us as we are
| ‘ right now. In fact, Jesus
created the Sacrament of
Reconciliation
(Confession) to remind
us of God's

more we will be loved and respected.
Human love is unpredictable, but we

unconditional love
God's idea of perfect is
possible. Jesus said, *... b
perfect, just as your heavenly
Father is perfect” (Matthew
5:48), but he wasn't talking
about muscles or homes.
Perfection in Jesus’ eyes
means loving God with all our
hearts, praying for our enemies, and
taking care of the poor. To Jesus, love,
obedience and service is the true
measure of perfection and he wants us
to let go of anything that gets in the
way. That's the only “perfect” that is
possible.

The Ten Commandments
were given by God to
the Israclites on Mt
Sinai after they left
Egypt. They are
considered divine law
because God himself
revealed them to help his
people live holy lives. They
formed the basis of Jewish

Why do Catholics follow
the Ten Commandments?

life, so Jesus followed them, too.
The Commandments are
standards of holiness for
Christians, too. Obey them and
cternal happiness is ours
Disobey them and we suffer
the consequences. Jesus
summarized the spirit of the
Commandments in Matthew

22:36-40.
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