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Clergy Corner
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GROW ' AS A DISCIPLE | pRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Today we have blogs and life coaches, Facebook groups and self-help books, all
of which can help us become better human beings. These resources come to mind
as | read St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians - | think St. Paul would be the ultimate
life coach! All of his letters to the early Church offer wisdom, encouragement, and
instruction, and the words we heard today are particularly significant as we prepare
for Jesus’ coming this Advent: “the one who began a good work in you will con-
tinue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.” Unlike some of our modern-day
resources, Paul’s words go beyond simply helpful advice; they are rooted in faith
and prayer, and in the truth of the Paschal Mystery. These words assure us that we
are not alone on our journey, that what God has promised in the person of his Son
will come to fruition: Christ will come again! And so, as John the Baptist did, we
who are disciples are meant to witness to his coming, announcing the Good News
and preparing for his - second - coming. Repent. Believe. “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight his paths.” How do we do this? Engage with Scripture - read

it and really hear what the Word of God is saying to you. Pray for insight, that the
grace of God might transform you to go forth and announce the Gospel.

December 5, 2021 | Second Sunday of Advent

ACTIONS ' Re-read today’s Gospel, and then consider how Saint Paul followed
in John the Baptist’s footsteps in his Letter to the Philippians. Think of ways you,
like John and Paul, can encourage one another, and be a voice crying out in the
desert, Participate in the sacrament of reconciliation and pray that God may
cleanse your heart to welcome him at Christmas, and when he comes again.

December 5,2021

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISEIRIE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Even pre-Google, | spent more time than perhaps | should
have hunting down the perfect gifts, especially for my
young boys. I'd scour the ads, then get up early on Black
Friday and hit the stores in search of deals and hard-to-
find items. Perhaps that’s why these words from St. Paul
stopped me in my tracks: “And this is my prayer: that your
love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and
every kind of perception, to discern what is of value [italics
added], so that you may be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ.” During Advent, these words can both as-
sure and challenge us - to grow in love, knowledge, and a
sense of what really matters during our time on earth. For
me the challenge will be to spend less time shopping this
seasoh and more time focusing on deepening my relation-
ship with God, who is preparing to turn the darkness into
light. This doesn’t mean we can’t take delight in finding
that perfect gift; but we ought also to increase our recog-
hition that all gifts come from God, including our ability to
have access to and means to purchase material gifts. We
can find joy in God’s presence (and presents?) among us.

QR Code- ;:?ﬁ
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Partners in
/\

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.

December 2021

Thoughtful
Moments

Immaculate Conception

On December 8th, we celebrate
the conception of Mary in 5t.
Anne's womb without Original Sin.
This is the patronal feast of the
United States. In addition to
attending Mass (it's a Holy Day of
Obligation), pray a joyful Rosary to
celebrate.

The Magi's Gifts

To help combat consumerism at
Christmas, some families limit the
number of gifts to three in honor
of the gifts of
the Magi.
Consider giving
children one
gift that is their
heart's desire, a piece of clothing
that is not just sensible, and one
gift that will help them grow (a
book or sports accessory, for
example).

"Have you not known? Have you
not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He does not
aint or grow weary, his
J:ndfrsr.:ﬁtdr'ng is K @
unsearchable. He
gives power to the
faint, and to him
who has no might
he increases
strength” (Isaiah
40:28-29).

" y,
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Is Heaven worth the wait?
To many children, a day off from
school or a family vacation is like
work toward
Heaven after
death is too
maotivate them
toward holiness. :
Yet, the season of o
Advent is
be ready when
lesus comes to
bring us there. So how can we help

All good things start there. “Every
good endowment and every perfect gift is
from above” (James 1:17). If all good

heaven in itself. Sacrificing and doing
abstract a

designed to turn \C/

our eyes 1o x

voungsters understand how great
things on Earth come from Heaven,

penance to

concept to \§

Heaven so we can

Heaven really is?

imagine how great it is at the source.

Why Do
Catholics

Do That @

Advent is a season of
waiting and preparation for
the Savior who comes on
Christmas. It is a reminder
that there is a greater
purpose to our lives. So,
the Church encourages
us to make our hearts

- reunions with
3 beloved
grandparents,
%

— who have
/{;‘H 5:--* //—/—\died before us.

Why do Catholics
celebrate Advent?

Our life in Heaven will be more
wonderful than the most
wonderful experience on
Earth.
The company is

best there. When
we get there, we
; will have joyful

aunts, uncles,
and friends

We get to mingle
with the saints and angels.
Best of all, we get to be with
Jesus and His Father forever.

The one who loves us best is
there. As much as earthly parents
love their children, it's nothing
compared to the love God has for
each of us. He is the perfect parent
- our true Father - and He is
waiting for us in Heaven.

ready during Advent.

We know that Jesus will come
at our death and he will come at
the end of time. The season of

Advent encourages us to make
the necessary preparations so
we can joyfully greet Jesus
whenever we meet Him next.
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Partners in Faith™ December 2021 Page 2

Make your family Christmas sparkle with Jesus

What mother or father doesn't chensh the sparkle Mass on Christmas Day (a Holy Day of Obligation),
light a candle and sing, *“Happy Birthday” to
remember the meaning of the day.
Make it come alive. The true joy of the
holiday comes from knowing that God really
came. Gather around your family nativity scene
and act out the story of Jesus’ birth by moving the

figures. Imagine what a legion (army) of angels

have real jov, not just the anticipation of
receiving gifts or getting out of school. Try these
tips to help children tum their eyes to [esus on
this special day:

Focus on Jesus: On Christmas Eve, read the

story of Jesus” birth from Luke 1:5 - 2:39 or

Matthew 1:18 - 2:23. Sing your favorite

religious Christmas carols. After attending

~

looks like and how the shepherds felt when they
saw that God was born. Help children
experience the wonder of the miraculous birth.

an fiure Luke 2:41-52, Parent
Jesus led the way | I Al I:Kg
On December 26th, we celebrate the amazed by the boy's wisdom and )
Feast of the Holy Family during which understanding. But to I eqrdy Fall ome: year, I got kaid off
we recall when Mary and Joseph Mary's stunned query about and subsequently started my own

found Jesus in the Temple.
The Holy Family traveled to
Jerusalem for the Passover, as
was the custom for Jews of
that time. When they
started the retumn top in

why He remained behind
without permission, Jesus’
mystifying reply was, “Did
yout mot ko | st be in
my Father's house!” The boy

returned with his parents to

business. That meant money was super
tight. | wasn't sure how we would buy
Christmas gifis
for the children,
s0 we turmed to
5t. Nicholas for

their large group, each Mazareth where He continued he:‘].':r. I d
parent thought Jesus - to obey them. thmeﬁ::ame
was with the other one and traveled for What can a parent do? Explain to s

a day before realizing that He had stayed  children that Jesus himself had a :;::;]::]Tﬁl:fs

behind. Upon finding Him missing,

they hurried back to Jerusalem.
They found Jesus in the Temple

talking with the priests who were

mission He was eager to begin but was
ohedient to his parents. He wants us
all to respect our parents and those in
authority over us.

Feasts Goor
Colobrations

December 6 — &t. Nicholas of Myra
[4th century). 5t. Micholas had a very
generous heart and always gave to the
poor. He is credited with saving three
girs from being sold to pay their
father's debt. 5t. Micholas is also the
patron saint of children.

December 12 - Our Lady of
Guadalupe (1531). The Blessed
Mother appeared as a Native
Amercan maiden to 5t. Juan Diego.
She had 5t. Juan carry roses to the
bishop as proof. When the roses were
emptied from his tilma it retained the

image of the Blessed Mother.

December 13 - 5t. Lucy (304).
Amidst pagan Sicily, 5t. Lucy
vowed to remain chaste for Jesus. A
disappointed suitor turned her in for
being a Christian and she was
executed for her faith.

December 27 - 5t. John the
Apostle [1st Century). An apostle
and fmend of Jesus,
5t John was known
for his fiery temper.
Scholars believe he 'l
is the “beloved
disciple” who sat
by lesus at the Lase
Supper in John's

Gospel.

third century in
Asia Minor. His
wealthy parents died while he was a
child and he subsequently used his
formune to help the needy. When he
became a bishop, he was a vigorous
defender of the truth and was
pemsecuted for his faith.

Immediately, we started a family
novena to St. Micholas. During the
first week of December, | recerved a

check for unused vacation pay from a
former emplover — more than enough
o buy some gifts and make a nice
Christmas dinner. There is no doubt
in our minds that 5¢. Micholas
brought our Christmas gifis that year.

Our Mission

To help parents raise fithiul Catholic chikiren
Sworess Publishing & Media, LLC
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w® % Annual Wreath and blanket

I3

December 5,2021

%
« The Saint Ignatiziius Parish is
& &
o Annual wreath amd bl anket se
£ after each Massi outside by
i« Prigatrsage on th«é weekends of
o December 4th f%and 5th
< & <
] December 11th @nd i2¢h
N Y €Y Y
We continue to thank al/l of yo
your donations to the Pantry.
year for our Christmas Giving
requesting agiget oar Kohl Gi ft
of empower ment to the heads of
t he selection o f Chri st mas p
Human Services is always in ne
in the baskets |l ocated in the vestibules of t h
Mondays, Tuesdays or Thursdays between 9:30 am a
those days) . Your donations help to feed some o
Thanksé Agai 8amodul ski, Human Servic
Th2022 Mrse a
avail abl e |
The Catholic Daughters Meadow Far ms §ﬁlcirn'es¥ynd-
raiiserstil B.amd pwioidlri dbses De - fr-eeel | of f e
cemberé A3t @d omaoirtder now at you can S e
https:// shop. meadowfarms. com/ i nyg;e S
PI D=3037121 |\9II§Saa|p for y
Ofrg ID# MF1196031 take home f
For more information please caUise during
Marasl®42070 Please see the Sa
Thank you for your support!
St . l gnat i uiss SeonoikoirngClfuobr seni ors who enjoy a pl
cards, games, Bi ngo, l unches and trips. Pastr |
provided. They meet on the first and third Wedn
Hi cksvill e Community Center at 28 West Carl Str
not | imited to Hicksville residents, and woul d
For more i nf orNmeartg arne t8 pRE2316 cal |
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