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The infant Christ “came into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be
defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph” (PC 5). The humble and often hidden

carpenter of Nazareth accompanied Mary in her pregnancy, assisted at the birth of the Messiah
in a stable, presented Jesus in the Temple, fled with his family far from their homeland to protect
them, and lovingly raised Jesus as his own son in the years to come.

While the angel of the Lord appeared to Mary to announce that she would bring forth the
Savior of the world, it was revealed to Joseph in a series of dreams how God's plans would be
brought to fulfillment. As Pope Francis highlights, “God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found
in him someone who would not only save her life, but would always provide for her and her
child” (PC 5).

Dear St losent Like every other human family, the Holy Family had to confront
24l L. 200l . . L

S real and concrete challenges. Yet, “in every situation, Joseph
help us to declared his own *fiat™ (PC 3). His “yes” to the Lord meant that
Imitate vour regardless of the hardship and personal sacrifice to himself, he

et amd consistently chose to put the needs of Mary and Jesus before his

L TRL L =L al Tl

. - own. Joseph's devotion helps reveal to us our own call to show
COUTage. special care for the lives of those whom God has entrusted to us.

During this Year of St. Joseph, each of us can find in him “an intercessor, a support and a guide
in times of trouble” (PC, Intro). Joseph shows us how to say “yes” to life, despite our own fears,
frailties, and weaknesses. For it is Joseph who was “chosen by God to guide the

beginnings of the history of redemption. He was the true
‘miracle’ by which God saves the child and his mother”
(PC 5).

May we, too, be miracles in the lives of those who are
most in need, especially at the beginning and end of
life. Drear St. Joseph, vou who were “able to turn a
problem into a possibility by trusting always in divine
providence” (PC 5), help us to imirate your faithful
trust and courage.

li'mezpr.-: fram Pidrir corsle, 80 2020, Librerias Editrice Yaricana, Used with
permissicn. All rights reserved. Copyrighe £ 2021, Unired Stares Conference
of Catholic Iij:hup:, Wuhirgmn, . AR rig]ur. reserved.
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October 3,2021 | Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ wienty

THE
Gn 2:18-24 | Heb 2:9-11 | Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 ol
DISCIPLE
GROW  AS A DISCIPLE | pray, sTupy, ENGAGE, SERVE GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT
Social media certainly has its downsides, but it’s a wonderful way to
keep up with friends and family. Lately, I've noticed a number of wed- Each year in October, our diocese invites married couples to a
ding day shapshots - with couples finally able to celebrate their “big “Wedding Anniversary Mass.” Friends and family are invited to join

day” as pandemic restrictions have eased. Today’s readings bring these  them as they celebrate milestone anniversaries - whether it be 5
beautiful images to mind. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples years or 50. Just as we celebrate newlyweds, it's nice to recognize
about marriage: “God made them male and female. For this reason a these couples - and the love that has endured well after the honey-
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, andthe ~ moon ended. Just as they witnessed their love for one another on
two shall become one flesh.” While the readings focus on the relation- their wedding day, they have continued to do so through the ensuing
ship between man and woman, we are reminded that God created all years by their example. Despite the inevitable hardships, they cling
of us - no matter our state in life - to love one another as he loves us. to one another; through disagreements and quarrels, they find a way
The capacity to love is in our DNA. Jesus invites us to be companions back to each other - and | suspect they laugh together too. By shar-
on life’s journey, reflecting to others Christ’s love for the Church. ing their stories we, too, can witness to others a love that endures
through thick and thin. In doing so, we help build up our families,

our communities, and our Church.

WITNESS  You may have heard of The Moth, a popular storytelling platform. Each of us has a story to tell, and recording family

“love stories” can be a fun way to witness to our children and grandchildren what good relationships look like. Take some time to
interview your parents or others in your extended family about how they met, how they’ve overcome the challenges they have faced
SERC)
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as a couple, and how they have kept God at the center.
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St. Francis of Assisi

*Feast Day: October 4

*Gave up a life of wealth to serve
God.

*He loved all creation, including
animals.

«St. Francis founded the Franciscan
Order of priests

*He wrote the well-known Peace
Prayer

*Patron of animals, the
environment, and vegetarians

“If you have men who will exclude any of God's creatures
from the shelter of compassion and pity, you will have men
who deal likewise with their fellow men.”
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POPE SAINT PIUS V ASKS ALL CHRISTIANS

TO PRAY THE ROSARY FOR THE SAFETY

St. Maria Faustina( CHRISTENDOM. THE SURPRISING VICTORY

i OF THE CHRISTIAN ARMADA AT LEPANTO

Apostle od Divine Mercy. ON OCTOBER 7, 1571, LEADS POPE SAINT

Memorial on October 5 PIUS TO ESTABLISH THE FEAST OF THE
HOLY ROSARY ON THAT DAY.
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First Day of Religious Educati on
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