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Clergy Corner

My dear St. l gnatius Parish family,

One of our favorite national pastim "p
game of |l etting someone else do what we s h
responsibility, or an assignment. We particu
think that some of the best homi |l i es, retre
someone else."” We I|isten and say: “"That's ¢
heard this homily,"™ or "That's aimed at my o
homet own people did. They did not acknowl edg
a savior and | iberator. Hence, they not only
t o eliminate him from the world as their an
WednesdaFye aisst tohfe t he Presermtedbtriuvamyof®, ther Lyl
has been given the name Candlemas since one
candles used iIin prayer. Since 1997, the Pre:c
Day for Consecrated Life for women and men i
Jesus Christ to all peopl e. The cel ebration
foll owing Sunday to highlight the gift of co
our Nuns at St . l gnatius Convent, and i n nex
service to God and society. Fr. Francis and
Christ"™ (0OI C), commonly known as "Bethany As
February 3 is theSaamtti dBdaadm greaeumdriitalc anfdl| e s
previous day, t hi s-c emetmwrry abi soifopt heendf omartthyr
bl essing of throats. A gener al version of th
9: 00 am Mass on Thursday.

This weekend i NathenalkgiCanihodgi offhchdelime Wee

observance iIs T"FEaitthhhl i €Ex Selhloence . Service."
practiced and maintained in catholic school s
students | earn the standard educational Subj
needed to be I|lifelong | earners.

Catholic school of fers many opportunities f
t hrough service, project s, and other similar
become future skervhed dieadieplses faanth enri che
shared gualities ma k e Catholic school s succ
dedication to service set Catholic school s a
for catholic schools for your <children/ grand
Holy Family School in Hicksville and other
accommodate deserving students into the cath
Let us continue to pray for our beautiful p a

Il n Jesus and Mary,
Fr. Shibi
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- AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE - EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Wait, what? One moment the people of Nazareth embrace Jesus,

but as soon as he challenges them the crowd turns on a dime, and
moves toward throwing him off a cliff. The Son of God, also the son of
a carpenter, goes from hometown hero to persona non grata just like
that, prefiguring his death on the cross and giving credence to his ad-
monition that “no prophet is accepted in his own native place.” From
the earliest moments of his public ministry as recorded in Luke, Jesus’
love for us is prominent. He never faltered. He never wavered. He
moved forward to continue his mission of fulfilling God’s will for him,
and be a sacrifice once and for all for our sins. Perhaps we have had a
similar experience of being the “hero” for someone, only to somehow
end up the goat. It is not easy to remain steadfast in our daily mission
to love as Jesus loved. Today’s readings assure us that God will give
us the grace to do so.

It can be challenging to square Paul’s eulogy of love with the reality
of day-to-day living with a spouse, family members, and friends.
Love is patient ... except when I'm late getting out to the car for
church again. Love is kind ... except between crabby siblings who
want to watch dlifferent shows on Netflix. It is not quick-tempered ...
unless you thoughtlessly back into my car in the driveway. It occurs
to me that perhaps Paul’s words aren’t entirely about us, but about
the perfect love of God. It's pretty amazing to think that God loves
us in all the ways Paul describes. As we open our hearts to God’s
love and deepen our relationship with Jesus through prayer, we may
find that love spilling over into our daily interactions. For when we
are kind, we love; when we are patient, we love; when we are not

quick-tempered, we love.

- Although our love for one another is imperfect, we must strive to love as Jesus loved each day, and there is no better place to

start than prayer. Ask a friend or family member this week if they have any concerns you can include in your prayers. Or request a Mass

for someone who is going through a tough time or who has recently died.
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Bi ble Reading Plan for FEbbuoaanyy20fRBe
DAY New Test Psal Ol d Testament dedlcate_d to
Holy Family
1(Tue Mar k 1 Ps. 3  Lev:-274. Nu ) = Holy Family
of Nazareth,
2( Wed Mar k 2 Ps. 3 Numbe-r6s 2 N0 protectour
3(Thul Mark 3 |Ps.3 Numberld 7-§ e
4 (°Fxr il Mar k 4 Ps. 3 Numbers 1 = ¥
5¢%at, Mark 5 Ps.3 Numbers 1 =
6 C%un| Mar k 6 Ps. 3 Numbers 1
7( Mon Mar k 7 Ps. 3 Numbe#sl® 1
8( Tuel Mar k 8 Ps. 3 Number—342|
9( Wed Mark 9 Ps. 3 Numberz9 2
10(Th Mark 10 | Ps. 4 Num.-330
Prayer to the Ho
11(Fr, Mark 11 Ps. 4 Num. 35, 36 ; (from the siste
12(Sa Mark 12| Ps. 4 Holy Family of N
Jesus, Mar vy, Josep
13( Su Mark 13 | Ps. 4 Christian familie
family to your car
14( Mo Mar k 14 Ps. 4 Deub. 1 Bless each member
15(Tu Mark 15| Ps. 4 Deut06 Hel p me and the m
family to | ove, [
16( We Mar k 16 Ps. 4 Deut-15%1 accept one anot her
17(Th Ps. 4 Deut-206 to challenge one
compassionate, me
18( Fr Ps. 4 Deut-281 forgiving as we s
di fficulties of ou
19( Sa Ps. 4 Deut . 26 seek goodness and
20( Su Ps.5 Deut . 27 everyday choices,
attitudes. Encour a
22(Tul John 2 | Ps.5 Deut-332 lead one another f
our home a real duv
23(Wel John 3 Ps. 5 Joshéa 1 peace, joy and | ov
24(Th|John 4 |Ps.5 Joshua 7 | SVe&r present amon
work to uphold eac
25(Frf John 5 Ps. b5 JoshuhSlqinl‘egrity and uniq
t o t hbeeiweg land gr o\
26 ( Saj John 6 Ps.5 Joshua 1dfami|y. And when o
27(SulJohn 7 |Ps.5 l's complete, brin
home to you in th
28( Moj John 8 Ps.5 Joshia4 20 heaven. Amen.

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. T



Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 30,2022

Partners in

Thoughtfulﬂ

Through the eyes of a child

In teaching our children _-
about the Catholic
faith, we have the
chance to learn
again for ourselves.
Let a child's wonder
about the mysteries
of God's love
awaken your own sense of
excitement. In connecting with your
children, you may find you are
reconnecting with the child in
vourself.

Telling is not tattling

Sometimes children encounter or
witness situations they can’t handle.
For example, they may see thata
friend is overwhelmed and in danger
but has no one to help. Youngsters
may be afraid that seeking help for
the friend is “tattling.” Remind
children periodically that as a
parent, you are on the same team.
Telling isn't the same as tattling.
Everyone needs help sometimes.

“His divine power
has granted to us all
things that pertain
to life and
godliness, through
the knowledge of
him who called us
to his oum glory
and excellence”

(2 Peter 1:3).

M
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Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.

The five Rs of raising Catholic children

There is no one formula for raising
devout Catholic children into faithful
Catholic adults, but we can utilize a
strategy that has helped
many parents and
families. These five Rs
can help vou shape
your parenting
strategy.

Receive the
sacraments
frequently.
Sacraments are
direct encounters
with Christ and
we need them to
keep our souls
alive. Baptize babies
as soon as possible after birth. Make an
immovable monthly date for family
Confession. Bring children to Mass every
Sunday and holy day of obligation.

Raise children in the Faith. If they
don't attend Catholic school, enroll
them in your parish religious education
program. Support their formation from

Why Do
Catholics
Do That @

In the liturgical calendar,
February 2 is the Feast of the
Presentation of Jesus in the
temple, when Jesus was
dedicated to God. At that
time, Simeon greeted Mary,
took the infant Savior in his
arms and praised God, "Mine

Why do Catholics have candles
blessed on February 2?

i
\ImC
|

I

February 2022

kindergarten all the way through high
school graduation. Put sports and
clubs second.

Read Scripture as a family.
Enowledge of Scripture is knowledge
of Christ. Start with simple toddler

Bible stories when they are small,
and progress to the real Bible as
they grow. Incorporate these
_ into evening story time.
Remember to pray -
often - together.
Maodel daily
prayer for
children and
encourage them to talk
to God regulary. Teach
them basic Catholic prayers
and devotions. Pray in the
moming, the evening, at meals (even
in public), when there's trouble and
when there is joy.

Remain steadfast. Don't let
anything or anyone lure your family
from God's friendship. Rely on His
grace and trust Him.

b oum eyes have seen your salvation...
| \oa light to reveal you to the nations”
(Luke 2:30-32). For this reason,
[ ) priests traditionally bless
candles - a liturgical symbol
_1{}} of Christ = and give them to
the people. Thus, the feast
is called, Candlemas Day.

Parish Mission Statement : We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve. y



ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St Ignatius of Loyola

Partners in Faith™

February 2022 Page 2

Give your children lots of gifts

If you could give vour child any gift in the world, what
would it be? The truth is that vou know that what the
world can offer won't make him or her happy.
Instead, pray frequently and fervently for gifis that
will. Consider making petitions for these gifts

part of vour pravers for vour children:

Wisdom. Ask that vour child be inspired 1o
avoid poor choices and have the wisdom to

lead Gospel-centered lives.

Courage. Fortify him to stand for justice and speak out

against bigotry, unfaimess, and cruelry.

Strength. Pray that as she grows she will withstand

NEEAtivE Peer Pressure.
Compassion. Help him follow Jesus’
commandment to bove one another.
Discernment. Give children the skills to select
healthy fiendships.
Independence. Ask that children care less
about what other people think of them
and be more interested in pleasing God.
Faith. Faith in God, the teachings of Christ,
Scripture, and the teachings of the Church are the

foundation for a healthy life and eternal salvation.

These gifts will make children happy forever.

SCTf ﬁ[ﬁf Luke 6:39-45,

p

What's in your heart?

In this Gospel passage, lesus
compared our deeds to the
fruits on the irees. If
the tree is good, it
will produce good
fruit, just as if a
person is good, his
words and actions are
likely to be good. 1t
wold be less likely for
a bad person to regularly
do many vinuous deeds.

lesus extends the “good trees, good
fruit® parable to our speech. Just as vou
can measure the health of a tree by its
fruit. you can check the condition of
vour heart by the quality of vour
words. This is because our “hean” -

our deepest center - is the origin of
our actions, incuding
our words. Whether
we are at peace or
angry affects what we
do.

What can a
parent do? Teach
children that

words do matter and
that how they talk can
affect others for good or bad.
Words are the easiest way we can
imitate Jesus. If our words are
uplifting, kind, truthful and try to
bring peace to others, then that is a
good sign we are heading in the right

Celebratio

Feb. 2 = 51 Catherine of Ricei [ 1520).
5L Catherine was born 1o a prominent
banker. Against her Gather's wishes, she

FEUSTS&'Q'Z?} L 22|
ns

joined the Dominicans when she was
vwelve. She is known for her visions of
the Lord's Passion, which she
experienced every Friday.

Feb. 11 = Our Lady of Lourdes [ 1858].
A heavenly lady appeared 1o S0
Bermadete Soubirous, a poor, sickly gird
froam a French village. A miraculous
spring with healing waters emerged from
a nearby cave. The beautiful lady revealed
hersell as the “Immaculate Conception”®

direction.
the Blesed Virgin Mary. @
Feb. 19 - 51 Barbams (e 682].

From Benevento, lualy, 5t Barbarus

tried 1o convert his wown from

paganism. In a last-dicch effon, he

deseribed what they would suffer when
Emperor Constans 11 besieged the ciy.

The whaole city converted proopaly, and

he was elecred hishop soon

aller.
Feh. 22 — 51 Peter's
Chair. Marking 51
Feler's establishment
of the Holy 5ee, an
this festval we thank
Cod for His Church
and pray for i
holy preservation.

Parent

TALS

As children, we never missed Mass.
Thart's why | was shocked when my
brother recently declared that he
dioesn’t take his children 1o Mass. “It's
enough that |
bring them to
religious
education class

every week,” he

said. “We're

too busy for

hass, too.”

Why would

anyone teach children a religion but
prevent them from practicing it? In
class children learn about a Catholic's
serious obligation to attend Mass and
the wonderful graces we get from the
Eucharist. At home, they learn that
soccer praciice or birthday parties
come betore Mass. Sports before Jesus?
How confusing!

1 gave my brother a copy of Follow the
Way of Love, 2 message to families
from the 1.5 hishops. 1t's about how
God's love is experienced in a family
and how it is supported by the whaole
Church. Hopefully it will help him see
being Catholic as a gift and nota
burden.

Our Mission

To help parents raise fanhful Catholic children
Suocess Mublishing & Media, LLC
Pubdishers of Growing in Faills™ amd Parnées in Faith™
(5401627344 [580)6R2-7847 lax
Tl iR il aiLl coam

[ izlems ntid Bibde queiies ard whemors amw rom
ther Firvamrd Semmcdard Yemuon amid the Mew Assmcan Bibde

& Copynght HEZ Seco== Publishing & Meska, LLE
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