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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

It was several years ago now, but the scene is still vivid in my mind.
My son stood confidently in front of the altar as the music rose in a
crescendo and his bride stepped into sight. The love and joy he felt
trickled down his cheek as she walked down the aisle. He broke into
a smile as she joined him, and proudly took her hand to promise to
become one with her forever. Isaiah writes: “As a bridegroom rejoices
in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you.” Isaiah was talking about
the nation of Israel, but God loves and rejoices in each of his children
and wants us to know the joy of being loved by him. He generously
shares his gifts with us, “different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same
Spirit,” St. Paul explains to the Corinthians. All spiritual gifts come
from God, and all are important and necessary: “To each individual,
the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.” God’s gifts
are distributed uniquely to each person to use in our own unique way

to “announce his salvation, day after day,” and invite others to discov-

er the joy of his great love.

January 16,2022 | Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is62:1-5 | 1Cor12:4-11 | Jn 2:1-11

January 16,2022

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISEIRIE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

You are a masterpiece! This message was conveyed at the camp our
diocese held each year to help teens recognize that they are God’s
beloved sons and daughters, called and gifted by the Holy Spirit
to be missionary disciples. Discerning what our gifts are and how
to use them can be challenging. The Gospel about the wedding at
Cana offers an interesting guide. Mary tells the waiters, “Do what-
ever he tells you.” By reserving time for listening and not speaking
during prayer, we can hear what Jesus is “telling” us. Jesus then
says to the waiters, “Fill the jars with water.” We can “fill our jars”
with the knowledge of how to live as disciples by reflecting on
Scripture. Finally, Jesus tells the waiters, “Draw some out.” We can
“draw” on his love for strength and courage when we need it, but
more importantly, we are called to “draw some out” to share with
others. In sharing the “good wine,” the Good News of Jesus Christ,

others will begin to believe in him, too.

PRAYER As the new year gets under way, devote time to discerning the unique spiritual gifts, or charisms, you have been given.

Make time for silent prayer and reflecting on Scripture each day.
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Celebration of Word of God Sunday will take place here in the Diocese of
Rockville Centre in the Western Vicariate as follows:

Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Agnes

with Most Reverend Andrzej Zglejszewski
Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Rockville Centre
WHEN: January 23, 2022, at 11 a.m.
WHERE: Cathedral of Saint Agnes
29 Quealy Place, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11570
www.stagnescathedral.org

Holy Hour and Reflection

with Most Reverend Andrzej Zglejszewski
Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Rockville Centre

WHEN: January 23, 2022, at 3 p.m.
WHERE: Church of Saint Paul the Apostle
2534 Cedar Swamp Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545

www.stpaulsbrookville.org

Liturgical Catechesis (Virtual Event)
with Most Reverend Andrzej Zglejszewski
Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Rockville Centre
WHEN: January 25, 2022, at 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Via Zoom*

* Advanced registration required to receive Zoom link. Those interested in receiving the link can
email westernvicariate@drvc.org or call the office at 516-744-6850. Email registration is
preferred. All requests must be received by Monday, January 24.

2 For useful information on celebrating Word of God Sunday, visit:
< https:/www.usccb.org/committees/divine-worship/sunday-word-god
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Partners in FM

™

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.

January 2022

Thoughtful |
Moments

The rhythm of our faith

To help us learn about God
and his family, the
Church crafted the
liturgical vear. By
observing the
seasons of our
faith, we follow the
rthythm that God has
created for us. "A time to weep,
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,

and a time to dance" (Ecclesiastes
3:4).

As God forgives

When we pray the “Our Father,”
we say, "Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.” True forgiveness is hard
but Cod wants us to forgive the
way He forgives us. We can’t obtain
true forgiveness unless we give it.

Celebrate parenthood

Parents deserve lots of praise but
don't often get it. Someday vour
children may look back and
appreciate you.
While they are
young, remember
that every kiss,
hug and smile
you get is a
celebration of
how important

you are every
day, all year long.

.

(T Cogyright 2022 Success Pulilishing & Media, LLC

Share what you love about our Catholic Faith

As parents, we want our children to
be Catholic because we know
the Church provides the
surest way to a strong
and loving relationship
with God. To help
children find
Catholic joy, share
what vou love about
our Catholic Faith.

“My grandmother
prayed the Rosary
every day of her
life,” said Lisa.

“When 1 was old
enough, she gave

me one and taught

me how to pray it.

The prayers remind

me of everything we
believe as Catholics. The Rosary has
helped me through many tough times
in my life and I pray it often with my
own children.”

“We moved a lot when [ was young,”

Why Do
Catholics
Do That @

We don't really know
what Heaven looks like.
"What no eye has seen,
nor ear heard, nor the
heart of man
conceived, what God
has prepared JI"rzlr !Jmse
whao love him,"
Corinthians 2: ‘-)] Heave
is the fulfillment of our

What do we believe
about Heaven?

said Art. "Moving was hard but no
matter where we lived, the Mass
felt like home. Jesus was
always there waiting
for me. Now [ love
taking my children to
Mass because | want
it to be their home,
too.”

“I don't know
what [ would do
without

Confession,” said
Brooke. “It's not
easy admitting
the things [ do
wrong. I'm
embarrassed that 1
commit the same sins
repeatedly. Still, no matter
how often I go, it is such a thrill to
hear the words of absolution and
know that Jesus really does forgive
me. Now, we take our children and
celebrate God's mercy together.”

deepest desire of
union with God. We
know that God has
prepared a place for
us in His home. All
who enter must be
in His friendship.
Nothing should keep us
from our place in the house
of our Lord.
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Pariners in Faith™ January 2022 Page 2
r - -
Modest dress for today’s Catholic kids
Current fashions — even if immodest - often feel right a tank top under one with a plunging neckline or a

voung people because they see them accepted by their
friends and favorite celebrities. Current styles can
be too dght or too revealing to be appropriate for
followers of Jesus. When children wear such
styles, people may be distracted from their
pesonalities, their accomplishments, and their
faith. Instead, try these tips to help children

wear a pair of running shorts under sagging
hentonms.
Color me funky. One way to make modesty
fun 15 to take note of what the season’s honest
colors are, and then find modest dothing in
those colars.
Test the light. Transparent fabric is designed to
dress modestly and fashionably, too. reveal rather than conceal the body. I you place a
Layers can make it work. Does your child lowve layer of fabric over a newspaper and can see the
low-cut styles or bottoms that show underwear? Try painng lines of letters through it, the fabric is too sheer.

Parent

UMLK

My husband and | grew up eating
dinner with our families around the
table each night. It's how we had raised
our own family. When the pandemic
hit, howwever,

Scrintire| ke 4:21-30,

‘s surprising ways

[n this Gospel, Jesus retumed o thinking of Him as being "one of
Mazareth, His hometown, soon after them,” they couldn’t believe there
starting His public T was miore to Him.
ministry. Everyone What can a parent dof
had heard about the Remind children that we

miracles and signs He Carn t‘umph:lul]r' trust in everything
had worked. They Goud's loving care for us, changed.

even invited Him to | v~ but we'll never _ We were all
teach fin their I completely figure Him spending way

synagopue. Imagine how delighted they  out. For ﬂ,lamph:, _'i.l:};-!.lﬁ dc}uhiEErj[.th:_ oo much tirme
were when Jesus announced that He Jesus was the Messiah because His life on our devices

was the Messiah of Isaiah’s prophecy. had looked so ordinary to them. @ @ _ the children

Sull, some were doubtful. How could  Everyone expected the Messiah to

. v
this carpenter's son possibly be the condguer [srael’s enemies, but Jesus online instruction and [:;LET‘:EIM
Messiah, the long-awaited Savior L'{anL_LErud lt.:u: more powerful ) and 1 busy with Zoom conferercoes.
promised in the Old Testament? Jesus’ enemies of sin, evil and death by His Meals wmf'i: sandwiches in front of
listeners thought they had Him figured Resurrection. In fact, God's ways are screens. It got to be oo much. To keep
out. They had gotten so used to not our ways, and He knows best. us all from spending day and night on

our devices, we deaded to make

d. L @ family dinners a requirement. Dinner
FEEI 51'5 &) E} Francis wrote Introduction to the started at 6:00pm, and began with a
c I b h' Dewout Life, which is as applicable prayer. It was expected that everyone
E 'E rﬂ ﬂns today as it was in his day.

; e would help with clean-up.
Jan. 27 — §t. Angela Merid (1540). At farst, it took some adjusting, but

Jan. 2 - Epiphamy of Our Lond. Orphaned at ten-years-old, St Angela regular dinners became a great way to
Epiphany is Greek for “manifestation.” turned to God for strength. At twenty, s + We realized il -l:_'rl b I}’.
When they honored the infani Jesus, the she became a Franciscan tertiary reconmect. We reafueed this habit 1\'“
three wise men bore witness to the and taught young girls @ helped us grow closer as a family. Even
fulfillment of God's promise of a savior. the Faith. In : though “hﬂd!‘]‘-'-'i have returned s

Jan. 3 - The Holy Name of Jesus. In 1535 at 3 ﬁ normal, we still try to make family
January we celebrate the Holy Name of Brescia, 3 ) 3 dinners a priority.
lesus. “..af the name of Jesus every knee Italy, she ¥ _
should bend, of those in heaven and on earth ~ and 12 other ' Qur Mission
and under the earth” (Philippians 2:10]). Wi 11 Tia help parents raise faathful Catholic children

Jan. 24 - 5t Francis de Sales [1622). founded the Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Asg hiﬁhﬂp of Geneva, 5t. Francis L’iq:rmpan}' of 5t IHJHl:htm_nfl.:mn-r'sg in I_.all:h"_::..j-_||~aTrF.-|:sLn Faith™
bolstered ihe faith of others by his Lirsula, _ I’;ﬂjri*ﬁi::;:;;flﬁ:ilﬁmix
'h'[i[jl'l.g‘.'t and works. For the J.ﬂ.i['!u':. St or the Ursulines. | Ll myoiod Bl Guooiin and sefisensrs ane fnom

thar Birvmiand Standan] Verion and g SNow Amerscan Bl |

T Cogyright 2022 Suesess Publishing & Media, LLE
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GEORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

8t. lgnatiys Loyola
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