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Second Sunday of Lent March 5, 2023
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Second Sunday of Lent March 5, 2023
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola

Clergy Corner

How is your Lent going? As we come to

of Jesus in His Transfiguration. Jesu

us; He wafttransdlitgawkedl not merely be

but our inner | ife and destinies wil/ be tran
see what is in our hearts that needs to be cl ¢
purification, renewal, recommitment, and enl i ¢
The spiritual preparation of prayer, fasting,
and selfishness. Our hearts tainted with sin
Then with the glory of God, our hearts wil/l b
it ransbigwuresl.ask the Lord for a gentl e, humbl
al ways.

How will we make use of the time we have been
| aziness or an uthentic desire for conversio
remai ni g a sinner’P Are you keeping up youe |
slipped because of the d@buwornreys sa md satoakrity t adgaayisn
closer to the Lord, and His Church is well WO I
Thex eno better way to pray than to come to Ma
Lent The Mass is the source and summit of ouU
|l ive a |ife of holiness and faith. Why not | o
four Wednesdays of March we have Holy Mass at
good efforts not to miss it. Can you take a f
but has no transportation available or is afr:
When was the | ast time you went to Confession

No mat treer ,alywaawy s wel comed back to the Sacramer

during Lent are offered every Saturday from 8
also continue to offer Weekly confessions @&n
good for the soul! Oof cour se, we al so have St
8. 00 p. m i n Spani sh. It is one of the most i
ters most in the Stations of the Cross is to |
i n Hi m. By accompanying Him on the Way of t he
trust i n God, who delivers us from evil. I h o
| am grateful for your support of the Cathol i
donati ons. I f you did not get a CMA invitatio
of fice. Your contribution, even if it iI's a f e
many good works of our Church in Long I sl and,
the CMA and consider making a pledge. Sever al
for your generous support. I n the name of the
response.

I Len&! fDboget Fridays are for fish and Stati

Fr. Shibi
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Second Sunday of Lent

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | praY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

As we enter the second week of Lent, today’s readings encourage

us to place our trust in God when we are dealing with hardship or
uncertainty. Last week, we heard about how Jesus resisted the devil’s
temptations in the desert, trusting in the Father. This week, we follow
Peter, James and John up the mountain, where Jesus “was transfigured
before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white
as light.” Jesus had told his followers he would suffer and die. The
Transfiguration gave them a foretaste of Christ's glorious coming (ccc
554-56). As we continue on our Lenten journeys, we, too, can place our
trust in the Lord. Though we may experience hardships and perhaps
even doubts, the Transfiguration reminds us that Jesus has gone be-
fore us and prepared a place for us. As Pope Francis reminds us, “by
his Transfiguration [Jesus] invites us to gaze at him. And looking at
Jesus purifies our eyes and prepares them for eternal life, for the vision
of heaven” (Homily, March 2014).

March 5,2023 | Second Sunday of Lent

Gn12:1-4a | 2Tm 1:8b-10 | Mt17:1-9

March 5, 2023

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISCIPLE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

We Catholics like to pray out loud. Whether we’re singing the “Holy,
Holy” with gusto or quietly reciting the rosary, most of us can say
with confidence, “we have a prayer for that.” And, of course, prayer
is one of the three pillars of Lent (along with fasting and almsgiving).
Today’s account of the Transfiguration instructs us pretty clearly to
listen. As Jesus is transfigured, the disciples hear a voice from the
cloud: “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen
to him.” As we enter the second week of Lent, many of us have cho-
sen something to “give up” or done something more proactive. Ei-
ther way, today’s readings remind us to enter this penitential season
with open hearts - and open ears. We can listen to Jesus by studying
Scripture, being especially attentive to the Sunday homily, or quietly

soaking in his presence through eucharistic adoration.

PRAY Tty driving with the radio off this week. Use the time to pray and “listen” to Jesus.

QR Code Pari

Readi
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Dlscoverlng hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

March 2023

=

One Minute

L e

Fasting to detach

“Their Cad s their

stomach; their glory is

in their ‘shame’
Their minds are
3 occupiad with

earthly things”

[Philippians 3:19). We tend to
eat and drink so freely that we
forget God, who gives us that
which we eat and drink.
Fasting, especially during Lent,
helps us to detach from the
things of this world and
remember Him. Catholics are
required to fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday,
and to abstain from meat on
Fridays.

Believe in God

Believing in God means more
than just saying He exists.
Believers serve God, give time
o Him, and put Him first.
Spend more time in prayer this
Lent, shed some possessions,
perform works of chanty and
vou will act on vour baptismal
Promises.

“Yet even now,’ says the

i LORD, ‘return to me with all

your heart, with fasting,

with weeping, and '

with mourning;

and rend your

hearts and

| not your

| garmenis'
{loel 2:12).

s P

£ Copyright 2003 Swcress Pulilishing & Meda, LLE

Preparing hearts for Easter joy

Lent is the Church's gift to us o
help prepare our heans for Easter
by purifying our hearts,
opening up to love,
and putting love
into action.

Purifying our
hearts: Every
heart vearns for
love, yet only
God's love can
truly satisfy that
vearning. The
goal of Lenten
PENAnce s o
purify ourselves of
whatever blocks us from God's
lowe or closes our heart to
others. This can include excessive
social media, materialism, gossip,
or sinful habits like lust or deceit.
From what does vour heart need to
detach so there's room for God and
others?

Opening up to love: Mother Teresa

wrote, “Have you seen...how |Jesus| looks
at vou with love? .. Have you heard the
- lowing words He speaks
to you?® Strive to
know God's heart.
Seek Him, not just
His gifis. Only by
receiving God's
lowe furst,
beginning with
Prayer, can we
share it with others.
Put love in action:
“Even as I have loved
you. .. yout alse love one
another” [John 13:34). God
commands us to love as we've
been loved - because we are loved.
Find small, doable ways to serve during
Lent. Commit to a Work of Mercy
[corporal or spiritual ). Practice
patience. Give the gift of listening.
True joy at Easter comes from loving
Christ and imitating Him. Strive to do

this throughout Lent and beyond.

'ﬁ

Why Do
Catholics
Do ThatQ)

Why do Catholics cover
statues during Lent?

Many churches cover statues
and crucifixes in red or purple
cloth for the final weeks in
Lent, traditionally known as
“Passiontide.” The veils are
visual cues that we're
entering into a solemn time
and remind us that sin
separates us from Cod.

This helps to build
anticipation for Easter when
the statues are unveiled and
we are restored to Him.

Lastly, the veils symbolize
that heavenly glories are
hidden in this life, but will
be revealed when we enter
eternity.

Parish Mission Statement :

We Believe, We Welcome, We Worship, We Serve.




Second Sunday of Lent

Growing in Faith™

March 5, 2023

March 2023 Pape 2

Cultivating a “holy hospitality”

Jesus asked us to make others feel welcome, seen and loved

whille thev're with us. “Holy hospitality” is

wital to building community around Christ.

Try these tips:

Sit and listen: When Jesus visited with his
dear fmiends, Martha, Mary, and Lazans, He
observed that Martha was so distracted and
focused on her own concerns that she
merely served Jesus instead of connecting
with Him personally {Luke 10:41-42).
Prepare for guests like Martha did. but enjoy
them like Mary — with complete attention.

Fill your conversations with faith: A “holy hospitality” is a
faith-informed one. The Samartan woman's life changed when
- she encountered Christ (John 4:14-15) because He

told her the Good News of salvation. Ensure vour
conversations are uplifting and reflect your hope
and optimism for eternity.

Open your cirdle: Jesus ate with tax collectors and
public sinners - those considered unpleasant.

“Holy hospitality” means your social drcle is

open to the socally awlward, the frustrating
coworker, the eldery neighbor who lives alone,

because Christ is in all we serve (Matthew 25:40).

from lo

cripture

In this Gospel passage, a beloved friend
of Jesus’ was fatally ill and his sisters sent
urgent word to Jesus to come
immediately. Jesus delayed,
and Lazarus died, but this
would not be His ultimate
fate. Jesus had something
else in mind for Lazams
and his family.

When He finally
arrved, Martha didn't
demand Jesus raise
Lazarus from the dead, although
she acknowledged His power to do so.
Even though her brother's body had
been in the tomb for days and the decay
had begun in earnest, her tust in Jesus
was comiplete. She knew that God's love

hn 11:1-45, Generous

trust, generous faith

15 more powerful than death and left

the outcome in His hands.

CGod never leaves us
in our troubles but
uses them to draw us
coser to Him.

artha's generous
trust in God's will
rested on her close
friendship with

Christ. Whatever

He thought
would be best
was best. God's timing is not ours, yet

everything He does - even when He
does it —is for our good. Martha's trust
in Jesus was rewarded in the most
magnificent way. Ours will be, too.

Q How can 1
overcome the
A temptations in my life?
lesus knows that the baitle for holiness

is challenging in a fallen world, so He
gave 5t. Faustina Kowalska twenty-five

Celebrations

March 9 - St. Frances of Rome
[ 1440). Although she prefermed a life of
service, 5t Frances' wealthy parents
required that she mamy. With her
sister-in-law, Vannozza, 5t Frances formed
a group of women dedicated to serving
the poar, all while caring for her family.

March 22 - 5t. Deogratias of
Carthage (456): As Bishop of Carthage,
5t. Deogratias is best known for aiding
slaves captured by the Vandal king,
Geiseric. He ransomed hundreds of
captives and sheltered them in two
large cathedrals.

March 25 - The Annunciation of
the Lord [1st century). The angel
Gabriel visited the Blessed Virgin
Mary with the extraordinary news of
her role as the mother of God. Even
at her young age, she had confidence
in God's grace and trusted in His
wisdom.

March 30 - 5t. John Climacus
(606]): Bom in 525 near Syria, St
John became a hermit when
he was sixteen and lived in
the region of Mount y
Sinal. A community
of monks formed
around him
and elected him

abbiot.

strategies to help | Divine Mercy in My
Soul, #1760). Here is a sample:
“Dior mot bargain with any temptation;
lock yourself immmediately in My Heart.”
Don't assume vou are
a Vi strong enough for a
' “little” temptation. Run
} immediately to the refuge
of Jesus’ sacred heart for
protection
“Bear with yourself with
[Ereat patience.” Saints aren’t made
overnight. See yourself as God does -
beloved. Be patient and keep trying.

“Da not neglect interior mortifications.
Withhold a biting remark, give up a
[uxury for the day, cut down on screen
time. Sacrifices for love are powerful.

“Shumn murmus like a plague.” Gossip
is never in God's service. False acousations
and rumaors that hurt reputations are
Satan's favorite tools. Don't indulge

Always fight with the deep conviction
that I am with pow. ™ Our courage comes
from being rooted in God (John 15:5].
Recall God's loving presence throughout
the day: “Jesus, [ trust in vou!”

Our Mission
T peowvide practkeal kleas thar promode
faithiful Carbsolie living
Swcoess Publishing & Media, 1L
Pubdishirs of Growing in Faith™ and Panmers in Fallh™
[540)662-TE44 [S40pE62.T34T fan
I e grosiegginlaith com

[ Limdrwn noied Eshle quotes amd srfernom me om
thr Bvmed Siandard Yenaon asad dhe Mew Amenican Bible]

2 Copyrighl 2023 Seocess Publishing & Media, LLC
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TALKS

MARCHS & 15
BY

Bishop Most Rev. Andrzej Zglejszewski
(Auxiliary B|§ﬁ10p, DRVC)
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Second Sunday of Lent March 5, 2023

the families that ®we

support our pantry with food, monetary
|
open three days a week and help famil:|
we have been able to alleviate the tr
clothes, rent, utility or medical b | |
S

L Youprsceye ©ON behalf of al

"A HUGE THANKS" generosity. Your continued support

mYour donations can be brought directly to Humar
and Thursdays from 9:30am to 3:00pm. (Cl omed
“baskets located in the vestibules of the Chu.rck
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR THE MOMENT
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Luminous Mystery of o]
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o adopt a new spiritu R C Ples<e...
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