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Mary , Our Mother help us to follow your example,
and be with Jesus always till our last breath
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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- AS A DISCIPLE | pRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

The divisiveness we see in our nation and our world is not new - it is
rooted in our original sin. In the Old Testament, the Assyrians invaded
the northern kingdom of Israel, forcing many of its citizens into exile
and captivity. In the modern world, Russia invades Ukraine and mil-
lions of refugees flee. It seems as if this 2200-year-old adage is true:
“Nothing is new under the sun!” (Eccl 1:9) Except for Jesus. Of him
God says [spoiler for next week!], “Behold | make all things new.” (Rev
21:5) As we hear in today’s first reading, conflict between Jews and
Gentiles forced Paul and Barnabas to leave Antioch. In contrast, John
in Revelation envisions a world where “every nation, race, people, and
tongue” stand before the Lord. For us as for them, Jesus is the path
to the unity we desire. That’s not to gloss over real differences and
even worse, the horror of war. However, it can be a reminder that no
matter what else we do, we need to turn to the Lord first in prayer,
asking him to guide us in our response; asking the Holy Spirit to help
us see people of all nations, and indeed our very own neighbots, as
our brothers and sisters.

May 8, 2022

160) EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Judging by the volume wars during our family television sessions,

it seems that people have varying levels of ability to hear certain
accents and types of voices. | wonder if this capacity to hear proper-
ly, or with the necessary level of attention, can sometimes apply to
our ability to hear, really hear, the words of Jesus. Perhaps we’re too
busy, or other preoccupations crowd out his voice. Today’s Gospel
reminds us to tune back in. “My sheep hear my voice; | know them,
and they follow me,” Jesus says. In the first reading, Luke describes
the Gentiles who lived in Antioch and were “delighted” in hearing
the Good News of salvation and who “glorified the word of the
Lord,” spreading it “through the whole region.” Today and every day,
we can emulate the early Christians by opening our ears (or eyes!) to
the word of God through the Scriptures, and in turn sharing that light
of salvation to all who need it.

- Pray Pope Francis’ prayer for peace, found on the USCCB website: www.uscch.org/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-peace. Lord God of

peace, hear our prayer!
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Clergy Corner
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

May 2022

One Minute

Meditations

Your turn

No parish can do the
work of the Church

without support O
from
3 parishioners. 5

For example,
parishioners
may bring Communion to the
sick or infirm, clean the
church, staff parish ministries,
teach faith formation and give
money to keep church
facilities operating. It is this
vital participation that brings
the heart of Jesus to His
people. Ask your pastor what

J your parish needs from you.

Sunday reminder

The Church requires that
Catholics participate in Mass
on Sunday and other holy days
of obligation. It's the best way
we regularly encounter Christ.
We are also to abstain from
work on Sunday that could
interfere with the attention and
worship due to God. God wants
us to rest on Sunday to gather
strength for the week ahead.

“Let love be genuine; hate
what is evil, hold fast to what
is good; love one another =%
| with brotherly affection; =8

I outdoe one -
another in R/
howing honor”

(Romans
12:9-10).

Virtues are the antidotes to sin

Virtues are good moral habits that
shape our hearts to be like God's. They
help us habitwally do

Forgiveness: The sin of anger is
defined as an uncontrolled feeling of
hatred and wrath. Indulging in

what is good. As the
building blocks for
Christian moral
living, virtues help to
counter sin. For
example:

Humility: This
virtue is the antidote
to pride. Humility
helps us to recognize
that God is worthy of
our worship and
obedience. Rather
than focusing on
ourselves, humility
helps us to be willing to focus on
CGod, live according to His ways. Ideas
for practicing this virtue include
always taking the less important
position, drawing attention to others
rather than ourselves, learning to love
simple things.

| anger causes us to hold onto
hateful feelings for others. The
antidote is forgiveness. When
offended by someone,
forgive quickly and work
to heal the relationship.
Refrain from gossip and
avoid criticizing unless
you can offer
reasonable and useful
solutions.
Gratitude and
generosity go
hand-in-hand. They remind us God is
the source of all good, and that
everything good we have is a gift to be
enjoyed and shared. Stop the
“compare-despair” cycle of envy and
greed. Limit your time on social media
and impulse shopping. Name
something you appreciate daily, or
find a way to show kindness each day.

—

Wwhy Do
Catholics
Do Tha

At the Last Supper, Jesus said,
“This is my body...this is the
cup of my blood” (Matthew
26:26-28) over the bread
5, and wine, and so it was. He

commanded His Apostles,
and the priests after them, to
do the same at every Mass
(Catechism of the Catholic

Why do Catholics call the
to Eucharist the “Real Presence”?

Church, #1375). When we
receive Communion, we're
literally heart-to-Heart
with Jesus. The details are
a mystery, but that doesn't
stop Jesus from coming to
us, Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity in the
Eucharist.
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Growing in Faith™

May 2022 Page 2

“Behold your mother” (John 19:27)

On the Cross, Jesus gave us evervthing, including His
maother to be our mother (John 19:27). We don't
worship Mary because she isn't God but we do give
her special honor in imitation of Jesus' love for her
(Lule 2:51). We can:

Call her “Mom.” When we are baptized into the
Church, Mary becomes our mother by grace
(COC #967 ), and we can address her with
confidence and affection as her children. Mary
wanis the best for us. She always leads us 1o her

Learn from her. Want 1o know how 1o follow
Christ faithfully - daily? Mary was the first - and
the perfect - Christian. She continually trusted
God and followed His will, and tells us, “Do
whatever ke tells you™ (John 2:5).

Ask her for prayers. Christ is the one Mediator

(1 Timothy 2:5). However, she also receives our

prayers for others. Because she is His mother
and the Queen of Heaven, Mary's prayers are
powerful. She will keep praving for us until we

Son by the quickest and safest route.

are in Heaven.

from )
Scnpture

This passage is Luke's version of the
Ascension when Jesus ascends 1o His
Father in Heaven. Jesus gave his
disciples a mission before entering
Heaven. First, He reminded
them that His suffering, death, ¢
and Resurrection wiere part
of God's plan. These
events, called the Paschal
Mystery, are so imponant
we recall them at every
Mass.

Then, Jesus sent His
disciples out to call others to
repentance and discipleship. Having
heard about Christ's suffering, death and
Resurrection for their salvation, the next
logical step would be vo repent -
literally, 1o "po bevond their usual way

LUkE 24:“'53;
Our mission from God

of thinking.” People were and are
invited 1o reconcile with God by
the forgiveness of their sins
through the Sacraments.
lesus died for
everyone, but not
everyone knew about it
The mission of His first
followers was 1o 1ell
everyone how God
saved them and 1o offer
them, in Christ’s name, a
way forward: repentance
and forgiveness. If we
know Christ, His sacrifice, His
love, and the eternal life He offers

iig, we are commanded o tell others,
whether by word, deed, or living
example.

Feasts & ¥
Celebrations

May 12 - 51 Pancras (c. 304).
Orphaned at an early age, he was
brought by an uncle to RBome. Inspired
by the Christians, they converted. They
were both beheaded for refusing 1o
sacrifice 1o idols during the reign the
Emperor Diocletian. 5i. Pancras was
only fourteen years old.

May 14 - S1. Martthias (1st century).
When the apostles met to choose
Judas’ successor, Peter said that the new
apostle must have followed Jesus from
his baptism to his Ascension and
witnessed his Resurrection. 5t. Matthias

was chosen by lots wo fill Judas” place.

May 22 - 1. Rita of Cascia (1457).
Unwillingly married off 1o a cruel
husband at the age of twelve, St Rita
spent eighteen unhappy years before
being widowed. Afier her sons died of
illness, she became an Augustinian
nun. She was known for her devotion
to prayer and charity. ;

May 29 - Ascension Cﬁ?)
of the Lord. This X

&

solemnity marks
the completion of
Jesus” mission

of salvation

and his
trivmphant entry
into Heaven.

Q What is the
& feast of our
A Lady of Loreto?

[n 2019, Pope Francis set aside a day
specially devored 1o Our Lady of Loreto.
Loreto is the city in lialy where, it is
believed, the house where Mary grew up
is located. According o radition, angels
carried the house from the
Holy Land 1o Italy in the
thirteenth century when

the Holy Land was under
attack.
Whether anpels really
transported the house, or

a devout, wealthy family

paid o have it moved,
scientific findings have verified that the
house itself is not from
thineenth-century Ialy. The architeciural
style, construction, and the pollen
granules found in the monar are not
characteristic of thineen-century Italy,
but of Aist-century Palestine.

We are not bound o belief in the
miraculous transporation of the House
of Loreto, but the significance of this
devotion still applies w us. We are
reminded of Mary's motherhood - first
of Jesus and then of us wday (John
19:27 ). We're encouraped 1o ask her
intercession for families wday, and 1o
remember the imponance of the family
in God's saving plan.

Our Mission
To provide praciscal ideas that promoie
faithful Cathiolic living.
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