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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
Dear Parish family,
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Il n Jesus & Mary,
Fr. Shibi
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One Minute

Meditations

St. Catherine of Siena

Born in 1347, 5t. Catherine began
having divine visions as a young
girl, and after much resistance from
her family, she became a member
of the Third Order of §t. Dominic.
She lived a life of solitude, praver,
poverty, mortification, and acts of
charity. Her reputation for holiness
spread and people began seeking her
advice, especially to resolve political
feuds peacefully. She is a Doctor of
the Church for her works of doctrine
and spiritual inspiration.

“Silent Saturday”

On Holy Saturday, also called
"Silent Saturday,” we recall Mary’s
silent waiting for Jesus’ Resurrection.
Waiting is part of God's plan, and
He uses that time to heal and
prepare our hearts for the next
stage. Thank God for the seasons of
waiting, as you prepare your heart
and home to celebrate the joy of
Easter Sunday.

Celebrate Mercy

Divine Mercy Sunday, established
by Pope 5t. John Paul Il in 2000,
fulfills Jesus’ request to St. Faustina
Kowalska in the 1930s, calling the
world to trust in His infinite mercy.
It is celebrated on April 27 this year.

“If I go and prepare a place for you,
L will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also” (John 14:3).

Anointed for a Mission
Living as Priest, Prophet, and King

@Cnegrighl 2005 Buccoss Puhlishing 4 Modia, LLC A0 Highl:s Beservad
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In ancient Israel, priests and kings
were anointed with oil as a sign that
they were set apart for a sacred mission.
In baptism, we too were anointed,
marking us as belonging to Christ and
sharing in His threefold office as priest,
prophet, and king. As we approach
our new life at Easter, we can take our
proper place in His kingdom:

Priest

A priest serves as a bridge between
God and humanity, offering sacrifices
and interceding for others. We embrace
our baptismal priesthood when we
pray for others, make sacrifices on their
behalf, and fully participate in the Mass
with devotion and joy.

Prophet

A prophet is God's messenger,
speaking the truth and calling people
to conversion. A prophet’s words have
power because they flow from a holy
life. We share in Christ's prophetic
mission by living out our faith, teaching

others about God's love, and spreading
the Gospel.

"But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God's own
people, that you may declare the
wonderful deeds of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous

light” (1 Peter 2:9).

King

A true king protects, leads, and serves
as a model of virtue. We fulfill our royal
calling when we guide and educate
others in the faith, resist sin, and strive
to lead others to Christ. We are servant
leaders when we build up the Church,
defend what is right, and help others on
their path to salvation.

By fully living our faith, actively
participating in the Church, and
embracing the Sacraments, we do more
than follow Christ—we become His
hands and voice in the world. This is
our calling and our mission.

WhyIDO
Catholics
po That(Q)

Veneration of the Cross is a devotion,
traditionally observed during the Good
Friday liturgy. The Church invites the
faithful to bow, kneel, or in some other
way venerate the image of the crucified
Christ.

While physically kissing a statue may
seem unusual, the act is not about the

Why
venerate the Cross on
Good Friday?

do Catholics

object itself but about honoring the
One it represents. Much like observing
a moment of silence before a war
memorial, we pause to remember and
revere the greatest act of love. In this
gesture, we express sorrow for sin, love
for Christ, and gratitude for His saving
victory.
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Growing in Faith -

April 2025 Page 2

Keep watch with Jesus

On Holy Thursday night, Jesus went to the Mount of Oflives
to pray. In His anguish, He tumed o His disciples and asked,
‘And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping: and
he said 1o Peter, “So, could you not warch with me ong hour?®

(Matthew 26:40). Yet, they slept.

That same night, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, ensuring His
presence would remain with us always. This Holy Thursday,

set aside an hour to stay with Him.

Emter the Garden: Meditate on Matthew 26:36-46 or Luke
22:39-46. Listen to Jesus' prayer of surrender; “Thy will be

A Holy Thursday invitation

dong” [Matthew 26:42). Make it your own, trusting that God
will bring all things to fulfillment in His perfect way.

Make a spiritual Communion: 5t. Thomas Aquinas
described this as a praver of longing for the Eucharist when

receiving it physically isn't possible. Though it cannot replace

the hass, it is deeply pleasing to God and nourishes the soul.
Simply be present: Prayer is not about many words ar

devotions but about being with Him. This Haly Thursday,

from

cripture

The two Resurrection appearances of
Jesus to His disciples in this passage
highlight God's merciful love. The
first appearance was on Easter Sunday.
He could have abandoned them, just
as they had abandoned Him in the
Garden of Gethsemane, but He didn't.
Instead, lesus appeared to them and
gave them His peace, His Spirit, and the
power to forgive sins in His name.

The second visit was for 3.
“Doubting” Thomas, who wasn't there
the first time. He refused to believe
that Jesus was really risen, despite
the evidence of several evewitnesses,

Feasts &
Celebrations

April 13 - Falm Sunday. On Palm
Sunday of the Lord's Passion, we recall
Jesus’ trinmphant entry into Jerusalem,
when He was greeted by crowds waving
palms and cheering, “Hosanna to the
Som of David!™ (Matthew 21:9). This
Sunday marks the beginning of Holy
Week.

April 16 - 5t. Joseph Benedict
Labré [1783). Micknamed “the poor
man of the Forty Hours [ Eucharistic)
devotion,” 5. Benedict lived most of his
life as a poor pilgnm. When he wasn't
in church, he lived on the streets, in
poverty and absorbed in prayer.

April 25 - 5t. Mark the Evangelist

John 20:19-31, “Doubting”

Thomas believes

He demanded physical proof. Jesus
appeared in the Upper Room and
mmvited him to touch Him. 5t Thomas,
moved to faith, cried out, “My Lord arnd
my Cod!™ (John 20:28).

This passage reminds us we can
always bring our doubts, fears,
and need for forgiveness to God,
especially on this Sunday — Divine
Mercy Sunday. To the disciples who
abandoned Him, Jesus extended His
peace and forgiveness. For 5t. Thomas
who had been struggling with doub,
Jesus came in person to strengthen his
faith. “Jesus, I trust in You!”

(First Century). 5t. Mark wrote the
second Gospel based on 5t. Peter's
perspective and accompanied Saints
Paul and Barnabas on their missionary
journey in Cyprus. He is credited with
founding the Church of Alexandna.
April 27 - Divine Mercy Sunday.
Jesus promised 5t. Faustina that
those who receive the Sacrament of
Confession and the Eucharist on this
day will receive complete forgiveness
of sins and punishment—a grace akin
to baptism. This extraordinary gifi
highlights God's desire to wipe away
our past and renew us in His love.
April 28 — St Louis de Montfort
(1716]. A French priest with a passion
for preaching the Gospel, 5t. Louis
had a special devotion to the Blessed
mother, and his True Devotion to bMary
is widely popular today.

a

offer Jesus vour silent presence—attentive, open, and
watchful—for He is always present 1o you.

How can | be sure
that | am discerning

God’s will in prayer?

Q
&
A

Giod calls all of us to greater holiness,
deeper intimacy with Him and greater
chianty for others, If you feel God
is calling you, consider the “roots and
fruits” more carefully before
responding.

While the Haly Spint often works
through our “haly imagination,” not
everything that pops into our heads
i from Him. God will never tell us o
sin or contradict Church teachings, and
His voice is always gentle {if firm) and
brings a deep peace that remains, even
when our emations and situations
change.

Assuming the "roots” are good, you
can take the first steps in answering the
call. Examples of “good fruits” would
be an increase in virtue, greater
attraction to the Sacraments, a concrete
change in how we treat others, and
even a change of heant in others.

It's always good to find a good
spiritual director when discerning “big”
decisions, e.g., a vocation. Be at peace:
if you are seeking God's will in good
faith, He will direct vou where you

need to be.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent

April 6, 2025

How Does Jesus Treat Sinners?

In the Old Testament, God gave
HlS people rules that said they
should punish the people who
sinned. That's why in today's
Gospel the Pharisees and scribes

o * brought a sinful woman to Jesus
to see what He had to say about the law.

‘.“;‘1- ‘f-_-w

Instead of telling them that they
should punish her according to the
law, Jesus told them that they
should only punish her if they
themselves had never sinned.

Sometimes we hear about asin ™ =
that someone else did. God does not want us to
be mean to that person because of what they did.
Does that mean that they didn't do a sin? No.
Jesus told the woman to go and not sin again.
That means that she did sin, but He was giving her
another chance. We should try to be merciful like
Jesus, and we should be kind to sinners

: because we are sinners too.

anipL anif9 as[eq¢
AU AnILE AS[R'T ANl
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The Kids' Bulletin

Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 6th, 2025

John 8:1-11

In today's Gospel, the Pharisees ask Jesus whether
they should obey their law and stone a woman
who was a sinner. What did Jesus say to them?
Use the code to find out!

& 4+ | O & X € 4L N A U 5> - a

ACEFHILMNORSTUW

Saint .Stams[aus of Krakow
april 11

STANISLAUS
WAS BORN
TO NOBLE
PARENTS IN
POLAND IN
1030. HE
RECEIVED A
GOOD
EDUCATION.
/L

HE WAS ORDAINED A
PRIEST AND BECAME A
GREAT PREACHER.

SOON THE POPE
MADE STANISLAUS
THE BISHOP OF

KING BOLESLAUS

WAS VIOLENT
AND KIDNAPPED
A MAN'S WIFE.
BUT WHEN THE KING WHEN HIS
RETURNED TO HIS EVIL SOLDIERS
WAYS, SAINT STANISLAUS, REFUSED,
EXCOMMUNICATED HIM. THE KING
) HIMSELF
4 KILLED
SAINT
STANISLAUS
. WHILE HE
WAS SAYING
MASS.

SAINT STANISLAUS WAS NOT AFRAID TO TELL THE KING
WHEN HE WAS DOING SOMETHING BAD, EVEN THOUGH IT
PUT HIS LIFE IN DANGER. WE CAN BE LIKE HIM BY PRAY-
ING FOR OUR GOVERNMENT AND NOT BEING AFRAID TO
TELL THE TRUTH EVEN IF THE GOVERNMENT IS WRONG.

thekidsbulletin@gmail.com

)

True or False?

In today s Gospel reading the scribes and Pharisees
brought a sinful woman in front of Jesus.
Do you know the rest of the story? See if you know which
of these statements are true and which are false:

The law said that a sinful woman like this one should be
killed. True or False?

The men were going to stone the woman anyway- they
didn’t care what Jesus thought. True or False?

Jesus didn’t say anything right away; He just started
writing on the ground with His finger. True or False?

Jesus said that whichever of the men had never sinned
should be the first to throw a stone at the woman.
True or False?

One of the men threw a stone at her. True or False?

All of the men walked away without throwing a stone.
True or False?

Jesus forgave the woman and told her not to sin
anymore. True or False?
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Fifth Sunday of Lent DiscIpLE
Is 43:16-21 | Phil 3:8-14 | Jn 8:1-11

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Today’s culture creates and sees constant change, innovation,
and novelty at record speeds. But even more astounding

than the technological advancements we observe around

us is God’s power to inspire interior transformation in each
individual life. In today’s Gospel, instead of condemning the
woman caught in adultery whose punishment was certain
death, Jesus speaks words of mercy, forgiveness, and life.
Their encounter lifts the woman out of the shame of her sin,
restores her dignity, and strengthens her to “Go, and from now
on do not sin any more.” This woman, whom others saw as
hopeless, is transformed because Jesus’ mercy has touched
her soul. Long before, the prophet Isaiah had alluded to this
time in which the Messiah would bring new life even in the
most desolate places: “See, | am doing something new! Now

it springs forth, do you not perceive it? In the desert | make a
way, in the wasteland, rivers.” God constantly calls us to leave
sin behind, to keep moving forward - and we can be confident
that he is with us at each new step to lead us to himself.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

How do we take these steps? How do we respond to God’s
call? In his Letter to the Philippians, Paul speaks of how he
willingly gave up everything, even those things which made
him righteous according to the laws of the Old Testament,
and learned to depend on Jesus and the changing power
of his resurrection. For us as for Saint Paul, each step along
the path of transformation requires faith in God’s ability and
intention to heal us and draw us to himself. If we are willing
to leave behind old identities and desires, we will see more
clearly the true identity God created for us as we begin

to live more like Jesus. Paul even describes being “taken
possession of by Christ Jesus,” because the change is so
deep and powerful. For us as for God’s chosen people in
the readings from Isaiah, at first some parts of the path
may look like an aimless desert, but the way will appear
with each step of faith, and it is filled with mercy.

PRAY

Transformation doesn’t happen all at once. Reflect on your
Lenten prayers, fasting, and almsgiving and consider how
they’ve helped to conform your will to God’s. How will you
be found changed on Easter Sunday? Is there something you
can improve upon during these final two weeks of Lent? It’s
not too late to offer a loving sacrifice to God!
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