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The Son who was Sorry

Today's Gospel reading tells
us about God's forgiveness. We
are like the son who ran away and
wasted all his money whenever
we don't use our gifts or talents to
serve God or others.

God is like the father in this story. He lets the
younger son do whatever he wants, but he loves
him even when he chooses to be bad. All he
wants is for his son to come home and be sorry.
He is ready and waiting to forgive the prodigal
son.

God is waiting to forgive us too, in the
sacrament of Confession. He wants us to be
sorry for our sins and tell Him we are sorry so
He can take them away.
Try to make sure you
go to confession
before Easter so your
soul will be clean and
ready for the great
celebration!
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The Kids' Bulletin

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 30th, 2025

What did the son in today's
Gospel reading say to show his ;
father he was sorry? 3
Luke 15.1-3, 11-32

As you go through the maze, use only
the letters in the right path to fill in the blanks:

Saint Vincent Ferrer
April 5

VINCENT WAS [ Hece, Vincent. Yo) | [BY THE TIME HE WAS 18
BORN TO i atie Weese o HE HAD FINISHED HIS
NOBLE AND STUDIES AND BECAME A
VIRTUOUS DOMINICAN. \‘
PARENTS 8 AN
IN SPAIN IN % o N
1357. HE WAS | 1<
GENEROUS ANES
TO THE POOR i
FROM A VERY

YOUNG AGE.

HE STUDIED THE
BIBLE WITH GREAT
DEVOTION.

Vincent underctands
Ph"(osopky and can
exelﬂln it well.,

SOON HE WAS
ASKED TO TEACH.

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE

_ VINCENT
REPENTED AND WERE

WORKED
LHARD TO
END THE
$ DIVISION IN
THE CHURCH
AT THAT
TIME. HE
DIED AT AGE
\ 69 IN
BRITTANY.

SAINT VINCENT ONCE WROTE THAT TO STUDY WELL
MEANS CONSULTING GOD MORE THAN BOOKS. TO KNOW
WHAT IS REALLY IMPORTANT WE SHOULD READ AND
KNOW AND LOVE THE BIBLE, SINCE IT TEACHES US ABOUT
GOD. TRY TO READ A BIT OF THE BIBLE EVERY DAY!

thekidsbulletin@gmail.com

Psalm 34 Cross-Word Puzzle
in the blanks for the
crossword puzzle:
I8 I I TERRORS
PRAISE
= 3 GLORIFY
I LET
ANSWERED
i3 [ 4[5 NAME
SEE
TASTE
HUMBLE
ITS
HEER oL
MAKE
and the Lord is good.
I will bless the Lord at all >

Use these words to fill
1P =]
FROM
SET
12 HIS
16 ON
I I I | THAT
TIMES
TOGETHER
my lips;

His is always
In the Lord my shall boast.

The shall hear and be glad.

the Lord with me.

us praise
I sought the Lord
andhe  '°4° me,
all my he me free.
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THE

Fourth Sunday of Lent DIsCIPLE
Jos 5:9a, 10-12 | 2 Cor 5:17-21 | Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

We await with anticipation holidays and holiday parties - but
do we look forward to the day after? To the cleanup, the back-
to-the-grind, the business-as-usual? Jesus’ parable in today’s
Gospel recounts the lavish celebration of the father who
rejoices at the homecoming of his wayward son. We rightly
recognize in the father’s mercy the abundant forgiveness

of our heavenly Father. But have we ever considered

what happened the next day? The son, accustomed to his
independence and dissolute life, is once again in his father’s
house. He must live according to his father’s rules and
demonstrate the sincerity of his repentance by faithfully
carrying out his duties. There is work to be done - crops to be
harvested, perhaps. As the weeks and months pass without
another fatted calf for feasting, the son might ask if his father’s
love has waned. And although we may sympathize with his
unease, the certainty of his father’s goodness must be, for the
prodigal son and for us, the guarantee of his steadfast love.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In our relationship with God, we will likely experience
moments when our Father’s love is keenly felt. Perhaps we
will be overwhelmed with peace when we return to him in the
sacrament of confession. Perhaps we will be struck by a verse
of Scripture during a moment of prayer. But most of our days
will look more like the prodigal son’s “day after” than the
festivities which marked his return. We know, however, that

if the weeks that followed were comparatively boring, his
father’s love had lost none of its warmth or vitality. Similarly,
in the days when God seems quiet, when our prayers seem to
drift into space or our hearts are distracted with the concerns
of everyday life, we must not despair of the Father’s love. Nor
can we suppose that our happiness can be found outside of
his fold. We abide under the care of our Father who lovingly
calls us to himself with every circumstance he places before
us. To believe this, even when the festivities are over, is to live
by faith.

PRAY

With so many opportunities for gratification at our fingertips,
it is easy to become restless and to seek happiness in
distractions. This week, find an image of Jesus or a Scripture
verse about God’s love and keep it with you as you work,
study, or carry out monotonous tasks. When you’re tempted
to leave your duties aside out of boredom, take a moment
instead to praise and thank God for his love.

G
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