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In today's Gospel reading, we hear a
parable about a fig tree. The owner

waited three years for it to grow some
figs, but it still wasn't producing any.
He told the gardener to cut it down. But
the gardener said he would try just for one more
year to get it to bear fruit- and if it didn't give any
then he would cut it down.

The fig tree is like a person who can do
good things but doesn't. The owner
shows the justice of God- he has given
the tree enough chances so its time is
up. But the gardener is like God's mercy.
He wants to give the tree one more chance. And
he's going to give it extra fertilizer to try to help it.

Lent is a good time to look at our own
life and see if we are doing all the good
things we can. Maybe there's some-
thing nice that we know we could do
for someone but we just never bother
to. Or maybe we aren't praying quite as much as
we know we should. God is giving us a chance to
become better people this Lent, and it's your job to
make it happen!
PllBl 99]:] :pugd-pjom 0] _IQJ\\SUV
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What's wrong with this fig tree?
See what the two men want to do with it by
reading what they say in a mirror.
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MARY WAS
A JEWISH
GIRL IN THE
TOWN OF
NAZARETH
WHO WAS
ENGAGED
TO MARRY A
VERY GOOD
MAN
CALLED
JOSEPH.

(ONE DAY WHILE SHE WAS

" Do not be afewd!

God has chosen you

+o be +he mother of
=\ His Son.

will come upen you-

The Child will be
dhe Son
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Thelord is withyeu.
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MARY ACCEPTED GOD'S PLAN
AND BECAME THE MOTHER OF
JESUS.

CHRISTMAS,
AND MARY

2 AND JOSEPH
& RAISED HIM.

WHEN IT WAS TIME FOR GOD TO COME TO EARTH AS A MAN, HE
CHOSE MARY TO BE HIS MOTHER. BUT HE DIDN'T JUST TELL
HER THAT SHE WOULD BECOME HIS MOTHER; HE GAVE HER A
CHOICE. BECAUSE MARY CHOSE TO SAY "YES" TO GOD, JESUS
CAME INTO THE WORLD AND DIED TO LET US INTO HEAVEN!

thekidsbulletin@gmail.com

The Burning Bush Word-Find
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MOSES was looking after the sheep of his father-in-
law, JETHRO, on Mount HOREB. Suddenly he
noticed a BUSH that was BLAZING like FIRE, but it
wasn't burning up! He came FORWARD to look
closer, but GOD spoke from the FLAME, saying
"Come no nearer. TAKE your SHOES OFF, for this
is HOLY GROUND. I am the God of your fathers-
of ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB." Moses was
AFRAID to LOOK at God, and covered his FACE.
The LORD said, "I HAVE seen the MISERABLE
state of my people in EGYPT and heard their cry to
be FREE. I will DELIVER them from their
SUFFERING and bring them to a new LAND."
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Meaningful human relationships rarely last if only one party
makes an effort to maintain a connection. The same is true

in our relationship with God. In the scene recorded in today’s
first reading - arguably one of human history’s “Top Ten”
most important events - God takes the initiative, but the
encounter is two-sided. God causes the bush to burn and
Moses approaches; God calls Moses and he responds, “Here

| am!”; finally, Moses asks God his name and God reveals
himself as “| am who am.” Moses’ cooperation with God
throughout is essential for them to arrive at this monumental
revelation which would allow Moses (and, by extension,

all of the Israelites) to call upon God by name. Despite our
many technological achievements, a free, generous, loving
response to God’s initiative is still the only “fruit” we can
bear for him that he cannot procure himself. This is the

fruit which the fig tree in Jesus’ Gospel parable is meant to
produce. If we truly desire and seek this relationship, God will
reveal himself to us so that, no matter our stage or state of
life, we can bear this fruit even now.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In his encounter with God, Moses exhibits an exemplary
combination of boldness and humility which teaches us how
we should approach our relationship with God. This is our
“roadmap” which will help us fertilize the “ground” of our
hearts. Consider Moses’ bold, inquisitive spirit: “I must go over
to look at this remarkable sight,” and his prompt response

to God’s call: “Here | am!” Consider the audacity Moses must
have had to ask God for his name. At the same time, however,
consider his humility in removing the sandals from his feet
and hiding his face before the majesty of God. The God who
revealed himself to Moses is the same God who invites us

into relationship with him. We can and should have Moses’
boldness to ask God to teach us about himself. But we should
also approach God with a spirit of reverence and awe. Our
humility will be the fertile soil that God can use to make us his
intimate friends and his representatives before others.

LISTEN

Sometimes we have habits or attitudes that prevent us from
hearing God’s voice. Like Moses removing his sandals, choose
something you can forgo this week (for example, social
media or music in the car) so that you can hear and respond
to the Lord. Make sure you dedicate your extra quiet time to
talking to God.
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