ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Gen 12:1-4a | 2 Tim 1:8b-10 | Mt 17:1-9 DISCIPLE

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE GO EVANGELIZE

What struck me when | first read this passage from the Book of PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Genesis, in which the Lord speaks to Abraham, is God’s proclamation Many scholars identify this moment of the Transfiguration

that it is through his will and his work that the blessings and goodness as the climax of the narrative arc of the Gospels, after which

of Abraham’s future will come about. It is not a vague statement, in Christ’s actions lead to his suffering and death. In his passion,

which the subject is omitted. God clearly says, “/ will make your name Christ demonstrates the ultimate submission to the will of

great.” Abraham was a faithful servant of God and sought to obey God, taking on the weight of human sin in order to redeem

God’s will, but that is not what made his name memorabile. It is due us. In this moment of Transfiguration on the mountain, we

to God’s will and generosity that Abraham’s blessings came about. glimpse the beauty of the glorification that will result from

| sometimes struggle with giving up credit for the good things in my this perfect obedience to God’s will. We, too, are called to

life. | want to believe that my work, my talents, and my dedication surrender ourselves fully to God. Following Jesus’ model

have brought about these good things. But the reality is that all of of humble submission to the Father’s will does not involve

who | am and the skills that | have is a gift. | was created by God and false humility, in which we are self-deprecating or overly

formed by others to hone certain dispositions and talents that have critical of ourselves. Instead, we are called to acknowledge

led to my accomplishments. When we come to realize that all we have and celebrate our gifts and accomplishments, while also

is a gift, we are able to offer our lives back to be transfigured and recognizing that who we are and the gifts that we have come

glorified by God, who creates and gives all things. from our generous and loving God.

REFLECT

Reflect on the gifts and talents you have been given, as well as the accomplishments that have come about because of these gifts.
Take a moment to thank God for all that he has given to you, and ask him to reveal how you can be a withess to his goodness through
the prudent use and celebration of these gifts.

n Retreat , 2026

)
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Jedud Shows His Glory

In today's Gospel reading
Jesus took three of His apostles
up a mountain and gave them a

vision of His true glory. He
shone as bright as the sun- so
bright they could hardly look at
Him. But did you know that
what they saw was only a tiny
bit of the true glory of God?

It was so beautiful that Peter wanted Him to stay that way.
He offered to build tents for Jesus and Moses and Elijah, who
appeared with Him. But the joy of that moment wasn't meant
to last forever. It was just a little taste of Heaven.

Jesus gave this experience to the three apostles just a little
while before He went to Jerusalem to suffer and die on the
cross. He knew that they would be terrified and very sad when
He died so He gave them a preview of the glory He would go
back to after He rose from the dead. That way they knew they
had a reason to hope even when He was killed.

Sometimes we have awful things
to suffer through too. Maybe a
friend will move away or one of
our grandparents will die. But we
never have to give up hope because
we know that eventually everyone
who loves Jesus will live in total
happiness in Heaven.
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What did Peter, James and John hear from the
bright cloud when Jesus was transfigured on
the mountain?

Look in the mirror to find out!
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