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January 25-31, 2026

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, I give thanks for the extraordinary gift of Catholic education and
for the students, families, educators, clergy, and benefactors who make our schools thrive across Long Island.

This year's observance begins on Word of God Sunday, reminding us that Sacred Scripture is not merely
studied, but proclaimed, prayed, and lived. In our Catholic schools, the Word of God forms minds and hearts
and draws students into a lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.

Our Catholic schools remain steadfast in four essential commitments. First, to be rebustly Catholic, rooted in
daily prayer, the sacramenis, and fidelity to the teachings of the Church. Under the patronage of St. Thomas
Aquinas and St. John Henry Newman, co-patrons of Catholic education, we affirm that faith and reason are
not rivals but companions, leading the mind to truth and the heart to God.

Second, to be academically excellent, forming the whole person. Guided by St. Thomas Aquinas’s love for
truth and inspired by St. John Henry Newman's vision of education, our schools cultivate intellectual rigor,
disciplined inquiry, and thoughtful engagement with the world.

Third, to be safe and supportive, honoring the dignity of every child and fostering communities where students
are known, protected, and encouraged. Finally, to be here to stay, strengthened through responsible
stewardship and shared mission across parishes, families, and benefactors.

As Pope Leo XIV has reminded the Church, “education is not an ancillary activity, but forms the very fabric
of evangelization: it is the concrete way in which the Gospel becomes an educational gesture, a relationship, a
culture.™ Qur schools exist so that students may discover their God-given dignity, discern their voeation, and
learn to live lives of joyful witness to Jesus Christ.

As we conclude Catholic Schools Week with the witness of St. John Bosco, I ask you to pray for our Catholic
schools, support them generously, and encourage families to consider the profound gift of a Catholic
education.

May the Word of God continue to be a light for our homes, parishes, and schools.

Sincerely yours in Christ
+ &/ M

M erend John O, Barres
B of Rockville Centre

"1 Pope Len XIV, Drawing New Maps af Hape (Matican City: Libreria Edatrice Vaticana, 2025), §1.1.

Pust Office Bux 2023, Rackville Centre, New York 11571-9023 # phone 316.675.5800 & fax 316.678.3138 = bishopsoffice@drve.org
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Is 8:23—9:3 | 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 | Mit 4:12-23

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For most
of my life, any time | have heard these words of Jesus, the
emphasis has always been on “Repent.” Recently, I’ve start-
ed to pay more attention to the second half of Jesus’ proc-
lamation: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Through

his coming into our world and the beginning of his public
ministry, Jesus’ reign has begun. The signs of his kingdom’s
arrival are striking and immediate; we see Jesus “curing
every disease and illness among the people.” This is cause
for great rejoicing, like the rejoicing we hear of in today’s
reading from Isaiah: “Anguish has taken wing, dispelled is
darkness ... upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a
light has shown.” Jesus’ miracles reveal that the reign of
darkness, sin, and death is coming to an end; this is good
news, indeed! It’s also a major part of our call as disciples.
We’re called to pray (“thy kingdom come”) and to work

to advance Jesus’ reign on earth.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Like the Apostles Peter, Andrew, James, and John in
today’s Gospel, we, too, have been called to help build
God’s kingdom on earth. We do this in a particular way
by continuing the works of Jesus here on earth. As

Pope Leo XIV reminds us in Dilexi Te, “The signs that
accompany Jesus’ preaching are manifestations of the
love and compassion with which God looks upon the sick,
the poor and sinners ... The Church, if she wants to be
Christ’s Church, must be ... a place where the poor have a
privileged place.” (21) Part of the way we bear witness to
the inbreaking of God’s kingdom on earth is to put those
who are ill and marginalized at the center of our concern.
Then the kingdom of God will be manifest and visible in
the world, drawing others to Christ.

SERVE

This week, spend some time researching ways you can
work with other Christians to serve the sick and the poor of
our world. As we conclude this Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity (which ends Jan. 25, 2026), there’s no better witness
we can offer to the dawn of the kingdom of God than be-
ing “united in the same mind and in the same purpose”

(as Paul calls us to be today) in serving those in need.
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