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Clergy Corner

My dear St. l gnatius faith family,

The beautif ul sfsor@osmesl-Bﬁ(aB@])ilrSE\“-""

the parable of the prodigal son. Il n modern p
short stories in |iterature. No | dislse tih@asnt amn
story im® |iterature.

This magnificent story was intended to foc
i n the story. Il n my opinion, instead of cal
more accurately termed the parable of the pr«

Jesus painted a power ful picture of the ma
the inheritance from his father and blew it
al | hit$ mgoddi ends deserted hi m. He was | eft
began to realize what a mistake he had made
fat her .

When the ol der brother returned from worKk
party was going on for his brother. He refu
brother had come back home. There i s somet hi
working for his father a form of sl avery, n G
| ove. The ol der son represents the Scribes a
treat ment of sinners.

The story was really intended to focus on
God. When the younger son brought wup the i de
the dangers that | ay ahead for his son Yet
free. The father righdldeciesiucrerdbde oaudoeni mat ree
must be freetgngowvebe forced. Therefore, whe
I n hi Kilnadwmiesgg sadly agreed.

All the while the son was gone, the father
| esson. Every day, he might have gone to the
with the hope that he would catch sight of
rushed to meet his son, threw his arms arour
emot-henwoul d not even | et his son compl ehe t
embraced his | ost son.

What a great | ove the father had for his s
He refused to be forced into taking sides w
failed in his own way, the father never stop]
regarded them both as his beloved sons.

|l n some ways, we are |i ke the younger son;
wherever we stand, Jesus wants wus to know t h:
that is freely given, not forced. Jesus al so
our s, God wi I | be waiting for us with open a
divine | ove we are called to imitate. | dcdeed
prodigiously |l oving Heavenly Father.

Fr. Francis
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Fourth Sunday of Lent

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Today we celebrate Laetare (which means “rejoice”) Sunday. As we
mark the midpoint of Lent, we allow ourselves to look ahead with
joyful anticipation of Jesus’ resurrection, even as we continue our
practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Amidst these peniten-
tial practices of Lent, this day offers a reminder that we have reason
for hope. The parable of the prodigal son shows us what hope looks
like. When the father caught sight of his wayward son, he did not see
the young man who made bad choices, wasted his inheritance, and
disobeyed him. He looked at him with eyes of unconditional love,
rejoicing that “he was lost and has been found.” That’s how Jesus
viewed the sinners and tax collectors, and how the Father views us,
his wayward sons and daughters, when we return to him in contrition
and love. So as we continue our Lenten practices, let’s take time to
give thanks for the goodness and mercy of God today, knowing that
the Lord awaits us with open arms when we acknowledge our sinful-
ness and rely upon him for all that is good.

March 27,2022 | Fourth Sunday of Lent

Jos 5:9a,10-12 | 2 Cor 5:17-21 | Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

March 27, 2022

Written by
IHE
FAITHFUL
DISEIREE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Is it me, or are some of the parables hard to figure out? The para-
ble of the prodigal son is one we've heard over and over again, and
resonates across ages and generations. Some of us may relate to
the prodigal son and others to the dutiful brother. The parents and
grandparents among us may have been in the father’s shoes at some
point. What better time than Lent to reflect on what the story means
to us at this point in our lives: Are we awaiting the return of a disaf-
fected loved one? Are we in need of repenting for our own actions?
The answer will be different for each of us, but we can rejoice in the
fact that we are loved unconditionally by God wherever we are on
our Lenten and life journeys. Our challenge is to open our hearts to
that love; as we do so, we can't help but be transformed and in turn

share that love with others through friendship, service, and generosi-

ty. As St. Paul writes, “Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: The old

things have passed away.”

ACT ' On Laetare Sunday, priests may wear rose-colored vestments as a symbol of joy. Carry this sense of joy into your day by placing

roses at the table, bringing flowers to a friend, or calling someone with whom you've fallen out of touch. I E]Et::,;.E]
-~ _I'AI-I'.l:—':-.
QR Code forétReadbmgday our ‘;-*:‘,I'%
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Weekend | iturgy with reflection
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Devotion

for the Month of
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O Sacrament Most
O Sacrament Diwv

Al | praise and t|
be every moment

Bi ble Reading pl
DAY New Test Psal| Ol d Test
1(Fri FI RST FRI DAY
2(Sat FIRST SATURDAY
3(Sun FI' RST SUNDAY
4( Mon| Luke 3 Ps. 7, Amos51
5(Tue Luke 4 Ps. 7, AmMos96
Obadi ah
6 ( Wed Luke 5 Ps. 8 Micalh;1
7(Thu Luke 6 Ps. 8 Micah 6,
Nahum 1
8(Fril|Luke 7
9( Sat
10( Su PALM SUNDAY
11( Mo Luke 8 Ps. 8| Jer-5 1
12(TulLuke 9 Ps. 8 Jer-106
13(Wel Luke 10 | Ps. 8 Jer-1511
14(ThiLuke 11 Ps. 8/ Jer-2016
15( Fr GOOD FRI DAY
16( Sa
17(Su EASTER SUNDAY
18( Mol Luke 12 Ps. 8/ Jer-2521
19(Tu Luke 13 | Ps. 8 Jer-3026
20( WelLuke 14  Ps. 8/ Jer-3531
21(ThlLuke 15 | Ps. 8 Jer-4036
22( FrlLuke 16 Ps. 9 Jer-451
23(SalLuke& 1178 Ps. 9| Jer . 46
24 ( Su DI VI NE MERCY SUND
25( Mo/ Luke 19 | Ps. 9 Jer-5248
26 ( TulLuke 20 | Ps. 9  Lament ab
27(WelLuke 21  Ps. 9| Baru<h 1
28(ThlLuke 22 | Ps. 9 Ezekibal
29( Frl{Luke 23 | Ps. 9 Ezektlal
30( S|Luke 24 | Ps.9 Ezeki-aB

As we reflect on
this Sunday, whii
i mmense | ove of
gal son, | et wus
famous fat hers a
1. Adam & his sons
2.Abr aham & | saa
3.lsaac & Jacob
4. Jacob & Joseph
5.Jesse & David
6. David & Sol omon
7.Zechariah & Joh
8.Zebedee & his s
9.Joseph (earthly
10God the Father

The father of a righteous child has great joy

aman who fathers a wise son rejoices in him
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