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Clergy Corner
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First Sunday of Lent

Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7 | Rom 5:12-19 | Mt 4:1-11

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PpRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Superbowl Sunday was two weeks ago, and many of us were more likely interested
in the commercials than the actual game. After all, companies pay a ton of money
to have their products paraded in front of us, and - in theory at least - take the
time to make these particular ads memorable and funny. If we can be convinced
that we will be better people, or our social outings greater and filled with more
laughter, we will buy what they are selling. It’s the modern version of the words of
the serpent in today’s first reading: if you eat this, “you will be like gods”! Today’s
readings are a reminder that we are all sinners and burdened by being vulnerable
to false promises - but also that we are relieved of this burden through one man:
Jesus Christ. If we tend to forget that the most important part of our salvation sto-
ry is that it is full of more grace and forgiveness than we can comprehend, this first
Sunday of Lent is a good time to prayerfully ponder this. If God seems far away or
distant, let us recall that he loved us so much that he breathed our very life into us,
and then gave his only begotten Son to us that we might have life eternally. All he
asks in return is for us to accept this gift and follow in his footsteps. Lent is the time
to be mindful of grace-filled opportunities that draw us closer to God.

February 26, 2023 | First Sunday of Lent

February 26, 2023

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISEIPEE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Let’s think about these 40 days. In addition to allowing us
to grow in understanding of God, this time is also an op-
portunity to grow in our understanding of how we can be
the hands and feet of Jesus in the world and help to build
the kingdom right here and now. How can we keep God
at the center of our lives and resist worldly temptations to
push him aside? Perhaps today’s psalm can help us here:
Ask for God’s mercy, acknowledge our offenses, seek a
“clean heart,” renew a “steadfast spirit” within us, and ask
God to grant us a “willing spirit” to give him praise. And
remember Christ’s words from the Gospel: Depend on “ev-
ery word that comes forth from the mouth of God,” which

is love and mercy.

PRAY Pray today’s psalm: “Give me back the joy of your salvation, and a willing spirit sustain in me. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall

proclaim your praise.”

A
QR Code for our Parish Prayer Book, |: q‘.‘?'Féi
s s BTl
Weekend Readings & Priest S
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Lent: Year A - 2023
From Superficial to Supernatural

Lent is a word that means Springtime. This important season in the Church
year 1s a time of change, growth and spiritual depth. This series 1s based
on “Year A” in the liturgical caleggdar. The readings are from the Gospel of
Matthew and John. The goal of Lent is purification and enlightenment. You
will experience change because of God's grace.

nt, a Seas ‘hange. Lent is a season of grace. Our goal
. . o . . . N y 1
1s purification and enlightenment. Conversion 1s our movement toward God.
.

Be Enlightened. The second week of Lent we journey from the
desert to the mountaintop, This vision gives us a compass for the direction
we are heading. Get a glimpse of Glory!

From Sir to Savior. The Samaritan woman at the well met Jesus
and experienced illumination. During Lent we all journey with the RCIA
elect towards enlightenment.

Sight and Insight. Blindness in the Bible always refers to both
a physical and spiritual condition. Jesus 1s the light of the world bringing
new vision.

Rise! Death is our ultimate enemy. In Jesus we can Rise and
experience victory in every area of our life,

Passion Sunday. The cross is the crux of Christianity. Throughs
faith in his sacrifice we can experience the forgiveness of our sins and
salvation. Believe and receive!
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give Thee my heart
Amen.

Prayer for Lent

Loving God,

As the season of Lent unfolds, you call us to return again and
again.

As you invite us to reflect on your love made visible in the
person of Jesus, align our lives more closely with you through
prayer, fasting and generous giving.

Bless our desire to accompany Jesus' suffering here and now in
the crucified people of our world.

With your grace, may we live Lent fully and move with
transformed hearts into the abundant life of Easter morning.

Amen.
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D I Vl N E I 1931, Our Lord, Jesus Christ

appeared te Polish nun

! Sester Fausting Kowalska,
| She saw Jesus clothed in

M E R C Y a white garment with
/ ' His right haed raised in blessing.
¥ His left hand was towching

S U N DAY ‘ His chest in the area
L ' o of the heart, from where

. twe large rays came forth,
d t » ~ one red and the other pale.
Jesus said to her:
Saint . *Paint an image according
' te the pattern you see with the
IgnatiUS V4 ‘ L\ signature: Jeses / trost i You_
‘ I am offering pesple

a vessel with which they are

Loyola

4 . 10 keep coming for graces
4 ' \ to the foentain of mercy.

Church 4 | s
) That vessel is this image
with the signature:

Hosted by * Jesus, [ trust io You'."

Catholic Daughters
of the Americas e
on April 30, 2000

by Pope John Paul II,

who declared

the Sunday after Easter

te be known as

N “Divine Mercy Sunday”

Jesus, | trust in You

Aprll ]6' 2023 With Most Reverend Andrzej Zglejszewski

Auxiliary Bishop,
2:30—4:30 pm Diocese of Rockville Centre

Court Queen of Angels
869

Confessions l Chaplet of Divine Mercy | Divine Mercy Service & Reflection

(230-3:00pm)  (prayed using rosary beads) followed by Veneration
of the Divine Mercy Image

Prayer guides will be provided. All are welcome.

Saint Ignatius Loyola Church 129 Broadway, Hicksville, NY  (516) 931-0056  stignatiushicksville.org
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