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THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

50 North Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York 11571-9023
Tel: 516-678-5800 o Fax: 516-594-0984 e www.drvc.org

Diocese of Rockville Centre Statement Regarding
the United States Supreme Court’s Recent Decision
Redefining the Term “Sex” in Civil Rights Law

On Monday, June 15, 2020, the United States Supreme Court handed down a ruling that the
prohibition on “sex” discrimination in employment in Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
now prohibits discrimination based on “sexual orientation” and “transgender” status.

The President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), Archbishop José H. Gomez
of Los Angeles, immediately issued a statement on behalf of the Catholic Bishops of the country
regarding this decision. Bishop John O. Barres, Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre said:
“Archbishop’s Gomez’s statement is a very clear summary of the Catholic Church’s teaching
regarding the inability of secular authorities to redefine the meaning of the term ‘sex’ in law.”
http://www.usccb.org/news/2020/20-93.cfm

It should be noted that the Catholic Church felt so strongly about this issue that, in August of last
year, the USCCB joined other national religious organizations in filing amicus curiae briefs in the
cases before the Court.

Catholic teaching always distinguishes between the person and acts that the person does. The
Church teaches that every person, from the very first moment of life and being made in the image
and likeness of God, is therefore entitled to dignity and respect. However, the Church cannot agree
with the redefinition of basic truths of human nature, which are both integral parts of God’s plan
for humanity and foundational elements of society as well. Among these truths is the recognition
that God has created us male and female (Genesis 1:27 and Matthew 19:4).

The Church is also concerned that this ruling sets in motion a future conflict between this new
“right” and the Constitutional right to Freedom of Religion as set forth in the First Amendment.
The “first right” enumerated in the Bill of Rights is that of religious liberty: that the government
should neither establish a religion nor prohibit the free exercise of religion. This First Amendment
right must guarantee that all religious institutions are able to hire people who believe in the tenets
of that religion and who live according to its teachings. The Catholic Church will always stand in
defense of religious liberty and in defense of the dignity of the human person.
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CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL
DIGCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

Ore| Fomly n Higen i 202

Dear Friends:

As we continue to work together to deal with the devastating effects of COVID - 19, we
want to thank you for your commitment and continued support of the Catholic Ministries
Appeal.

Recently we celebrated the Feast of Pentecost; when the Holy Spirit descended upon the
Apostles, and they were granted many gifts. Those gifts helped them to fulfill their mission
to evangelize and preach the Gospel to all nations.

For us too, those gifts help us to live a life of understanding, fortitude, piety and mercy.
What a perfect time to be renewed in our faith and to spread the Gospel to those who are
most in need and to share our gifts with others.

As Pope Francis said, "Christians should begin each day invoking the Holy Spirit, praying
that the Spirit will lead them and the Church closer to God and closer to any person in
need."

Through this Appeal, we are supporting the mission of our Church. Our sacrifices are
transformed into signs of God's love and hope through ministries that give us the
opportunity to care for God's people and bring us together As One Family in Mission.

If you are able, and not have already done so, please make a gift to the 2020 Catholic
Ministries Appeal. Every gift - no matter the size - will help us to serve others as we
maintain the programs and services that will be needed - more now - than ever before.

Thank you so much for your consideration to this request. We all pray daily for the people
of God on Long Island and beyond.

Sincerely,
éMMMwa

Barbara Kilarjian
Director of the Catholic Ministries Appeal
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Originally named
Ascanio, Francis was
born in the
Abruzzi region
3 of Italy to a
noble
Neopolitan
family. Even as a child, he
was noted for his gentleness
and virtue. Upon recovering
9/ from a life-threatening
illness, he became a priest.
‘ With a holy nobleman,
Adorno, he co-founded the
Minor Clerks Regular. St.
Francis served reluctantly but
S/ effectively as the superior of
the order. He was known for
his love for the poor and
6 devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament.

Alone with God
We live our lives in God's
presence whether we are aware
of him or not. Take advantage
of it and be alone with him as
often as possible. Soon you
will see him everywhere you
are.

“.. And in the wilderness,
where you have seen how the
Lord your God bore you,
as a man bears his @@
son, in all the way o
that you went until
you came to this &\
place”
(Deuteronomy

St. Ignatius Loyola Parish
Rev.James T. Stachacz, Pastor

Four ways to find peace

When the world around us looks
very different from what we expect, we
lose the calming, soothing peace
Christ wants to give us. The best
chance we have for achieving
peace in the midst of
chaos is to move in
harmony with 4
God’s will. Try {//
these tips for a
more peaceful
life.

1. Don't fear
what is coming
next. Fearing consequences
of the pandemic, worrying
about finances, feeling anxious
about our health or the health of our
loved ones can lead to frustration and
dismay. There’s no peace in trying to
go it alone. Instead, be open and place
all your hopes, plans, and efforts at
God'’s feet. Let him handle your
concerns for you.

M
with what you
cannot

2. Be kind and gentle. Resentment,
anger, and frustration rob you of
peace. Be gentle and considerate of
your neighbor. Remember, Jesus was

“meek and humble of heart”
atthew 11:29).
3. Learn to live

control.
When you
let God help
you rise above
such things,
you'll have the
peace acceptance brings.
4. Consult the Church for
answers. [t isn't always easy for us to
discern God'’s will, so Jesus created the
Catholic Church. When it doubt, turn
to Scripture, the Catechism, or a
trusted priest or religious for advice.
After all, helping us to achieve Heaven
is what they’re here for!

Why Do
Cathollcs
Do That

In the late seventeenth-century
France, Jesus appeared to St.
Margaret Mary Alacoque and
revealed the infinite love of
his heart, wounded by sins.
He urged her to spread this
devotion, back when people
were so afraid of God, they

© (opyright 2020 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Why do Catholics honor
Q| the Sacred Heart of Jesus?

neglected his love. On this feast,
Jesus addresses each of us:
“Behold this Heart which
has so loved you, yet is so
little loved.” When we
consider the many proofs
of his love, we can’t help
but love him in return.

4013







