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Mary Our

Week Two

Mary’s deep connection with Christ's redemptive
mission begins long before the crucifixion. This is no
mere happenstance nor is it a mere addendum to
biblical revelation. Christ chose to involve His Mother
directly in His public ministry beginning at Cana.
“When the wine failed, the mother of Jesus said

to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her,
‘O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour
has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants,
‘Do whatever he tells you.” Now six stone jars were
standing there... Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars
with water. And they filled them up to the brim.
‘Now draw some out and take it to the steward of
the feast.”... When the steward tasted the water
now become wine... (he) called the bridegroom
and said... ‘you have kept the good wine until now.’
This first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee,
and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed
in him.” (John 2: 3-11). It is no accident that Jesus’
public ministry begins at the request of his mother.
Her intercession is as powerful now as it was then.

Mary is the mother who embodies the virtues we
associate with motherhood. A mother sacrifices
and suffers for her children; she protects her
children from danger and showers them with
tenderness, mercy, compassion and wisdom and
willingly endures even seemingly endless trials in
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the fulfillment of her maternal mission.These same

s agath VVF seek to cultivate as we grow in
ur faith.;Wherrwe’sacrifice of our selves we emulate
Christ, the Divine Teacher, who made the ultimate
sacrifice for 'us on the cross. So too, do we follow the
path outlined for us by our Divine Mother, whose
=acrifice is manifested in so many ways beginning
with the message of the angel Gabriel to her; this
“good news"required first Mary's “yes” to God and
her willingness to trust, in spite of the astonishing -
and frightening — moment in history she was asked

to participate in.

We too, must move forward in trust. Our future,
both individually and collectively in our parishes
and churches, is fraught with uncertainties. While
we are assured of Christ’s ultimate triumph over
evil and that the gates of Hell will never prevail over
the Church, neither our personal situations nor the
status of our existing parish can be viewed with any
certainty.Yet, we are called to step forward and live
the Gospel life.This life includes acting as careful
stewards to those blessings with which we have
been entrusted, and to offer sacrifice, in proportion
to our blessings. While we understand our human
condition precludes perfection, we can still pursue
it, as Saint Louis de Montfort encourages us, “Our
entire perfection consists in being conformed, united
and consecrated to Jesus Christ. Hence the most perfect
of all devotions is undoubtedly that which conforms,
unites and consecrates us most perfectly to Jesus
Christ. Now, since Mary is of all creatures the one most
conformed to Jesus Christ, it follows that among all
devotions that which most consecrates and conforms
a soul to our Lord is devotion to Mary, his Holy Mother,
and that the more a soul is consecrated to her the more
will it be consecrated to Jesus Christ.”

DP Murphy
945 Grand Blvd.
Deer Park, NY 11729

1-800-4-CHURCH (1-800-424-8724)
1-631-673-9400
www.dpmurphy.com
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